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On Other Pages MISTAKEN REJOICING

A COMMENT el
: HE much-maligned Prime Minister of Pakistan spoke some home truths
: _‘THEY ARE READY, during his visit to Bangladesh which chauvinists and communalists on

{k WHAT ABOUT US? this side of the border had better note. Despite an organised hark-back
= - SHURLA e t6 the happenings in Bangladesh in 1971 and presumably prompted demonstra-
=8 tions against him, Mr Bhutto refused to hit back. If all that was meant as a ';_
'SOCE‘LG‘SCENARIO e trap he kept off it. Contrary to the apprehension in this country. he did not j
_ in his discussions with Bangladesh leaders complain of the Indian shadow or
. Discussion ‘set down 'a pre-condition that Bangladesh must move away from India to
" WESTERN WORKERS: get close to Pakistan. On the contrary, he declared that Bangladesh's relahon"f
~ FAGTS AND ILLUSIONS with a third country was its own affair and Bangladesh was the best judge of
- SHABNAM = its own interest, On the face of it, no healthier acknowledgment of Bangladeshl
£ sovereignty is possible. -
- FIRST CONFERENCE OF Mr Bhutto left India out of his discussions in Bangladesh. His only’ - =

M ZAMBICAN WOMEN = reference to this country was at his press conference in reply to specific questions.

SOBC A CORRESTONDENT .. 7 But ‘he did not try to sell his views to Bangladesh leaders. Perhaps he thinks

that efforts on his part are unnecessary, because with the feel of nuclear power

WAI; AIPEDM;R}];:;\;?TLU"FBON-‘I 9 the chauvinists in this country will do that job before long. Instead he noted

a fundamental similarity between the countries of this subcontinent when he

Baok R:m,ww declared that the greatest link between Pakistan, Bang'ladesh and India s B

. - STUDIES IN AGRARIAN Section 144 CrPC—the section that stands for the repressive measures in force
] gﬂ SOCLAL STRUCTURE P I in, 'all ‘three countries—the emergency, the acts and rules for defence of lhe

-

country, the preventive detention laws etc which are all being used to suppress

Wo ARTISTS people’s movements. The peoples of the three countries are united in a gmat e

Smm SARKAR o - 12 hunger, and their rulers are united in their will and methods to repress them.
kCH?pfﬂ'gs Our attitudinising politicians will not like it. New Delhi may even protest tlzat

" REVOLT ON MIDWAY .. I3 Mr Bhutto is interfering in our internal affairs.’ Where there is an awareness 3

E there may be a way. But what India has to hope for|? -

LET"lalvERb 13 Mr Bhutto's success in Dacca has been limited. Unseen hands seem to have

been busy to put as many spanners in the works as possible. Issues like division o

Ed“,or Samar Sen of assets and liabilities are complex and cannot be settled in three short days.

Y Bangladesh has hiked its demand of the assets to the utmost by hitching it to

imm I P“s ¥ . . . . . - o =

A %ﬁwmgu Sguu: the country’s popluation which is larger than Pakistan’s. Whether it is prepared -

. '%m;i*ﬂ”m’zggﬁf(m fto shoulder a higher share of liabilitics also is unclear. As if this was not

BY Samar Sen From 61, Morr Lawe isufficiently vexatious, it has insisted upen the repatriation of some 360,000

Tmmkgm so-called Pakistanis. Pakistan is prepared to take back its nationals who want

i

=
-
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triated. But the figure mentioned by
‘Bangladesh was never accepted by Pakis-
not even when the fate of the Pakis-
prisoners-of-war was linked ~with
this issue. Reconciliation will be held
up as long as Bangladesh refuses to be
accomodative. This will certainly glad-
den some Indian hearts, for they will not
need to search for new pretexts to pro-
long indefinitely the rule of Section 144.
Reconciliation between Pakistan and
~ Bangladesh will be a force for subcon-
tinental peace which atomic militarists
cannot like.

Sea-Change

- At this writing President Nixon | is
~ half way through his visit to the Soviet
~ Union. He has already signed a couple
~of agreements in Moscow, the most im=
- portant of which is going to be the ten-
~ year economic pact; a lot will however
- depend on the change of heart among
‘the members of Congress. They have
hll now rcfused the USSR the most
of
- the Kremlin’s alleged harassment of the
~ Jews. Before he went to Moscow
where he was received by Comrade
Brezhney, against protocol, President
Nixon signed a new Atlantic declaration
~ along with most of the chiefs of govern-
ments of NATO member countries in
Brussels, In fact this is for the first
time since December 1957 that so many
- heads of State assembled around the
* American President. Nixon is lucky
that M. Michel Jobert is no longer the
~ Foreign Minister of France. Many
- Europeans must be feeling sad that the
French  President, the West Gerinan
" Chancellor and the British Prime Minis-
ter are all to pro-American.
- What is, however, of greater conse-
~ quence than President Nixon's diploma-
"~ te success in Europe and the Sovict
~ Union is the total change of the scene
‘in West Asia. It is only the Palestinian
;.guerillas who have not yet flinched and
~ in spite of the heavy odds they con-
~ tinue to assert their independence of
~ action. To express their  displeasurz
~ with the Nixon visit they carried out an

- return; some luwe a.lready beeu re-

attack n Israel.
to appreciate the accumulated frustra-
tion of the Palestinians and the cons-
tant pressure on them from different
quarters, one will be able to see some
reason  in their murderous attacks
against the Zionists. Unfortunately, in
many cases the innocents fall victim to
them.

There has been such a change in West
Asia that the one who was hated most
was given an unprecedented welcome in

“all the Arab capitals he visited. The

Arab leaders have come to believe that
they do not stand any chance of getting
back the territories lost in the 1967 war
unless they befriend President Nixon.
It is surprising how they overlook two
things—#first the diminution of Nixon’s

authority at home and secondly the fact

that the Nixon Administration has been
the most liberal among all administrations
in providing military aid to lsrael. In
fact Tel Aviv has . got about
twenty times more in the past five years
than what it had in the previous years.
It is a great paradox that though the
October war was directed as much
against the USA as again Israel, every-
one else escept the Americans had
suffered grievously from the consequences
of the war. The petroleum crisis has
hit the United States but the countries
which almost entirely depend on oil im-
ports have been affected more. Ameri-
can goods have now become more com-
petitive compared to European and Japa-
nese products, The three-fold rise m
petroleum prices has benefited most the

* big American petroleum companies; the

net profit rvealised by five majors—
Exxon, Mobil-Oil, Gulf-Oil, Texaco and
Occidental—in the first guarter of the
current year is nine times more than the
annual average during the period 1958
62. While most of the developed
countries have reported a deficit in
balance of payments because of high
oil prices, the United States has shown
a surplus for the first time since 1970.
There will be no change in the position
as far as the USA is concerned since
it is going to soak a huge amount of

Arab money liberally selling arms in

the region.
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‘controlled trade unions.

Everywhere*

The money supply, we have been h
ing for months on end, has been
plying disastrously. No use frymg
find out the exact volume now cn'
hngmthecwntrybeqauseuw c
sing every moment. People in Bomb
on the Marine Drive, take out a
rupee-note to buy groundmm-aa{-' %
ment hawkers more often than
back the small change. The W
Commission recommended demonetisat
the Government accepted the othe
commendations, but not demone"'
We were told that detqqqq i
ries mcludmg India. .

So what can be done? inﬂ%utm ta]
become in this country as unfatho
as God or cancer; it does not se€m &
be under the control of the gwemmm
paid economists. Some suggest shr
ing of money supply. But others
]ect because most of the money is
the unorganued sector.  Some
sqneezmg of credit, the latest of ﬁlm
ing Dr Minhas who would love to hil
lending rate to 25 per cent frém-l
cent; but others abject because pr
tion needs credit. Moreover, last
saw an increase of bank rate '
7 per cent and the minimum bank
ing rate fixed at 10. The cons
was a 0.1 per cent growth in indt
instead of the projected plan
rate of 9; and the wholesale pric
shot up by 28 per cent. Same s
a wages and incomes freeze or, if th
be somewhat scandalous in ﬁﬂ! abse: i
of a price freeze, at least dearness allow
ance freeze.  But wary pgopk: have «
spoken of severe labour unrest, m
ing discontent among the ¢

An

gestion is reduction of non-plan and
priority expenditure. But this cloes
need any suggestion—it will be au
tic, for lack of real” resources
country. What about, ask others,
sures to promote or compulsorily i
the savings habit? They call it

Brazilian indexing system. Gﬂieu ‘on
ptly point out that savings were nect




, bad in this country; they have been rising
" steadily though the majority of the peo-
= pke are feing pauperised.
rently, the gconomikts have been
well and good.  Particularly
has been DrV. K. R. V. Rao, who
udes that no laws of economics can
in India, whether Brazilian, Ar-
i Dutch or Polish, A few, however,
not that desperate. Dr Minas, for exam-
, believes that the prime factor of our
is the peacants’ nasty habit of
up credits which are given solely
prove their agricultural income! Some
» Dr Sukhamoy Chakravarti for
ce, have found a novel measure
by which workers can share the fruits of
zowth and New Delhi is reported to be
rkigg overtime giving a shape to his
a8 ® In case he succeeds, we should
te an-Order of Ruskin for the gal-
economist. The Prime Minister,
or, does not believe in any con-
.ntional remedies: she claimed that
" he was 10 prisoner of dogmas and she
 was not going to be bound by

_ Of such mettle are gen-
‘made and we are sure that some
entional measures are in the

In this paradise of traders
td commodities and manipulate
* prices, in this bureaucrats” haven where

the prices of foodgrains, fertilisers, kero-
~ cene. coal and other products are hiked
. up«ffitough underhand dealings, in this

democracy where budgeting s
with indirect taxation, we
e unconventional economists
like Mrs Indira Gandhi. Otherwise there
will be money, money, everywhere but
o vice -or wheat, not to talk of salt, to

- Moment Of Truth

o~

~ The West. Bengal Chief Minister, Mr
* Sic a Sankar Ray, very often does

s not measure his. words before uttering

il them. - As a result, on a very recent

% occasion, the home truth came out

interests of peasants were properly im-
plemented, “none will be spared, stormy
days are coming, everybody’s throat will
be slashed”. In his vote-catching spee-
ches to rural people he mentioned three
enactments relating to the ceiling on
landholdings, the registration of rights
of sharecroppers, a 75 per cent share
of the crops for the bhagchasis, none of
which was working. These were enacted
on the basis of resolutions of the Con-
gress, yet most Congressmen were work-
ing against them now. No surplus land
could be found. The levy was not be-
ing paid by most. And instead of 75
per cent, the landlords were giving the
sharecroppers whatever « they | liked.
Further, Congress workers gheraod police
stations if thieves, rogues and murder-
ers were arrested. But when rich and
profiteering jotedars dodged the levy,
nobody cared to gherao them, said Mr
Ray. When the landlord did not pay the
fixed share to the share-croppers, none of
the Congress workers were there to
gherao the landlord. Nor did they ghe-
rao the 'teshildar when the sharecrop-
pers’ names were not registered. Where
did the Congress workers go on such
occasions, the Chief Minister asked.

Mr Ray and his party leaders know
very well where the Congress workers
go. He knows better than anybody
else that the Congress party in the
countryside is solely and truly an ins-
trument of the landlords,

For A Front

A correspondent writes:

The Naxalbari armed struggle of the
peasantry had its impact on a sizeable
cection of the intelligentsia. This even-
tually resulted in a spate of small revo-
lutionary journals all over India—a
majority of them in regional languages
with the inevitable literary slant.
most of these journals were too small
to be financially viable, quite a few fol-
ded up in course of time; others, thanks

affected these

The year-long newsprint famine,
will continue for at least another )
or four years according to the Informa-~
tion and Broadcasting Minister, has
journals too and it
obvious that the small papers had to
bear the brunt of the crisis. Besides all
the disadvantages of being small pape
they have to face much more—pe:
cution, law suits, police harassment
and attacks from anti-social as well as
fascist elements. All these facts take
together, they are facing (economical-
ly speaking) a crisis of survival.
There is very little co-ordina
among these journals, The voices
dissent are many, |but scattered. Th
need of the hour is a united front o
such journals. Minor differences are
there but they can be forgotten for
the time being. A great and dynamic
force might emerge on the horizon o
the moth-eaten Indian journals if th
journals get together on a single
form and pool their resources.
Besides providing a platform to
the repressive measures of the govi
ment and the rightist forces, the front
may help these journals to improve the
quality by mutual 'exchange [of ideas.
(Many are very. ill-produced |at pri
sent.) It may also help the busin
side by providing a circulation network
which is the biggest problem faced—
and advertisement collection.
A seminar of revolutionary writel
and journalists held in Delhi in May.
emphasised the need for an organis
tion of working (small) journals and
an independent people’s news agency
to cater to their needs. It would be he :

ening indeed if concrete steps are t
in this direction.

As

For Frontier confact ~ i

MANITHAN,

-. that- the Céngress organisation in the to friends and admirers, managed to NO. 2, Mangesh Street,
¢ the  villages serves the rural rich and is tho- pull on somehow—though, no doubt, it , '
pron ~ roughly anti-peasant. He told a meet- was pretty rough sailing for them. Ac- 1. Nagar,
) g - g in a vilage of Malda district that eording to a rough estimate, there are
~ unless the laws enacted to safeguard the  about 100 such journals at present. Madras - 17.
_ ; R 24 la g _:%_-;___d'_'_ _1‘;:_ i
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s s JHE 7 and silencing of political opponents will and august assets like the nuclear  de-
“J A!‘B Read.y What ome nc;nrgaal. Just after the victory  vice. Induced paranoia will be a viable
AbO _ U ) in the UP. elections, the ruling cligue distraction for the wretched masses  to-,
Dout L ordered nearly half-a-dozen men squat- make them forget their percnmaw
ting on the rajl track in Sirathu (Alla- vations and progressive degradation,
SHUKLA habad) to e shot dead. They were
i socialists, During the same time that The Opposition
TI-HNGS have started falling in place  the guns were trained on them and the As fto Ythe Opposition, it was never
to make the ominous pattern sur-  trigger released they could have been before in a dirtier disarray than at pre-
- face with a sinister familiarity. The bodily removed or kicked away. Byt sent. The CPI, famously busy with its
PM has been on a tour of the for- (e mandate to kill was paramount, monumental metaphysical research project |
~ward areas; the Defence Minister has  apng arrogantly in operation. "Detection of Radical Molecules in the 1
~assured the nation that our Preparations S long as China and Pakistan are Congress and its Mobilisation in the ;.
adequate; in its issue of June 23,  there our emergency is ' permanent. service of People's - Democracy”, s > -
. Bombay weekly has illustratively cor- Cornwallis’ Permanent Settlement of thriving in collaboration with the rulers, '
oborated him; and the book of ouy land had pampered a few and pauperiz- To compete with it on an equal footing, 4
new, nationalist Folk Tales tells us sug-  ed the masses. Mrs G.% Permanent Settle- its offshoot is busy soliciting the charter <=
gestively that Pakistan has evil designs ment of law—rule by ordinance (there of legitimacy from the Kremlin, | The .
d is going to attack us if it has not are gome soft-headed ones who believe  Congress will deign to accept.its _ co- o |
already done 5o, Patriotically, we Parliament to be functioning yet, and operation in ful only when Soviet- &
should believe that we are under attack in the interest of the nation!), has simi-  sanitized, The CPI(ML) is tom into |
from Pakistan, larly swelled a few at the cost of many. factions. The SP s ; '

A cursory look at our own prepared-  So that we need the DIR, PDA and bing. No other party is  politically
~ ness (to what end, is a  superfluous MISA—the draconian illegalities—to consequential, not even the 8-party
estion) will prove quite exhilarating.  silence and squash the many (the peo- combine on the anvil. This splintering
the salaries of the IAS/IPS and mili-  ple) for the benefit of the few, ie., the and resultant demoralization makes jt
1y personnel have been raised. This hoarders, blackmarketeers, profiteers,  easier for the white terror to stalk the
it an advance recognition of, and re. adulterators, hooch-makers, smugglers, land, (The CP] was made defunct by
for, their services which will be tycoons, tax-evaders and speculators the Gentle Colossus, the CPM by the. .
- increasingly in demand by our rulers in who oil the electoral machine to the Good looking),
the days ahead—to crush the beople.  benefit of the oligopolists. It would be  Thys the ground is well laid for the
In a cynical mix of bullets and bribes a common thing henceforward to hear dacoits’ democracy to march in splen-
 the college/university teachers were not . of writers, poets, editors, teachers, dour. Aaybody, individual or organ-.
forgotten. To insulate them from the voicing independent and inconvenient  zation, raising  the accusing fin r,
masses and their plight, which ‘might  heresies being arrested or murdered, if spotlighting the criminals, p

‘ma

e been articulated by them with the Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, West Bengal their corruption, and pleading for the
of students ap ftheir command, a and Gujarat are any guide. people will ke effectively muffled and
% increase in thejr salaries was also

e —
: For popular diversion now, besides declared insane or absconding. While™
‘announced. And, mark the timing, all the Vividh Bharati, the TV and Hindi Idi Amin massively liquidated his oppo-
the three announcements just befoye films, there is the nuclear feather in nents in Uganda, our Parliament heard
and after the ruthless smash-up of the our cap. Just as the people have been Jast March the Minister of State for
ilmen’s strike. This was to serve as  force-fed with the deception that one- Home Affairs nonchalantly declare that D
ofice to organised labour in the coun- party rule for 27 years is democracy des-  the category of political prisoners was
v to forget trade unionism, or else. . - pite 709 of the national populace re. aholished, A quick way of declaring
Murder of dissidents and non-confor- Jecting it, so too the masses (literate  your political opponents ordinary crimi- k.
1sts is on the increase. Only two ins- apd illiterate (both) will be convinced nals. Thuys 60,000 of Indians jir jails 3 &
nees  will do—I. Mr Rajvir Singh, that but for the Opposition  nuisance languishing for years without trial_with- 3
former student leader of Bareilly, was now and then several feathers like the out specific charges, were declared un- ~
nd murdered on June 19 in myste- nuclear one could be added to our na- persons, That nobody among theymil-
rious circumstances. 2. My Ashok Kumar tigna| cap if only the ryling clique lions of citizens, their relatives and
axena, a young socialist, was murder-  were Joft in undisputed possession  of friends, agitated for their release shows -
‘ed in the Wazirpur colony of Delhi on power for ever, o, just some time how, and in whose favour, the law of -
ne 18. He had helped in identifying more, The artificial scarcities and ris-  the and functions with_lathis as _jts
1e hoarders and blackmarketeers. ing prices being temporary, @and Pro-  support. But does it not make us a
Deaths in the police lock-up will be blems like unemployment or corruption  pation of prisoners? :
requent.’ Nearly a dozen have died thus being too mundane, let us concentrate The British, essentially a  commer- -

- since the railmen's strike.  Liquidation on, so the ruling mafia will say, abiding cjal nation, left ‘free’ India, assured of
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of bad cubistic imitation. He main-
tains symmetry all along and carefully
uses his }brush, . fearful of taking any
risk. has painted sadhus and lovers
“ahd some “of_'his canvases have the re-
productive organs, He has even tried

to depict coitus. What he lacks is
aesthetic insight and experience of life.

Cll’ppir;p
Revolt On Midway

In one of the biggest uprisings within
the U.S. military since the Vietnam cea-
sefire 17 months ago, more than 100
crew members of the USS Midway re-
fused to sail when the glant aircraft
carrier left its home port at Yokosuka
Naval Base (Japan) on June 14.

The men, about half of them black,
left the carrier within a fom'-hour penod
-and. quickly went underground in vai-
ous parts of the Tokyo area. The
spontaneous rebellion was the latest and
most dramatic example of mounting dis-
content among enlisted men over bad

. living conditions and constant harassment

A

-
-
-

in”the new image “peacetime Navy”...

The walkout, talked up on'board since
April, was also an expression of doubts
about the purpose of the U.S. Navy in

_#Asia today. As one sailor told New

Asia, "I won't serve on it.any more. If
they send me back, they'll be paying a
man who won’t work. In my opinion

. the Midway's over here for one thing:

Amerida’s an aggressive nation, they al-
“vexs want to get ahead of other coun-
tries. It's just a Cold War”,

- The *“new Navy , inaugurated with
great fanfare in 1972 to overcome the
seethmg discontent of the Vietnam era.
is meeting its most severe test at “Yoko-
suka. The basic promise: more privi-
leges and pay and an end to racism and
petty harassment of enlisted men. Receni
events suggest that the programme is in
a shambles.

The USN command of Yokosuka, sha-

* ken by ‘the.walkout, has tried to cover

up the incident. It announced that 32
men went AWOL on June 14, and that
half -6f these had turned themselves in
by June 18. However, New Asia News

074
f

~ sale level than about a year ago.

_cent in a year.

confirmed that 100 Midway crew mem-
bers were stil underground on June 20.
(New Asia News, Tokyo)

Prices

A rather dubious record was set by
the Indian economy when the index of
wholesale prices (1961-62: 100) cross-
ed 300 points in the first week of June.
This was nearly 28 per cent higher than
a year ago, and 56 per cent higher than
two years ago. ‘Wholesale prices hre
currently going up at an annual rate of
36 per cent. Foodgrains are now 37
per cent more expensive at the whole-

power, light and lubricants have, hot
surprisingly, gone up in price by 52 per
Edible oil has touch-
ed the highest point of 398.2, which is
109 per cent higher than what it was
at the end off May 1972. Prices of
raw materials have almost doubled in
e two years and other groups have
also gone up in price, though not on
this scale.
(Editorial, “Hindustan Times",
Delhi)

Letters

Lalbazar

A report in “Satyajug” dated 26-6-
1974 says that Mr Indrajit Gupta, CPI
MP, has drawn the Prime Minister’s
attention to the “unutterable” or “vul-
gar” (akathhya™) torture on women
political prisoners inside Lalbazar (Cal-
cutta Police headquarters).

Is this the first time that Mr Gupta
has learnt that the police adopt third
degree methods inside [Lalbazar police
lock-up? It is an open secret known
to the magistrates, judges, lawyers and
the lay public. It is no use having an
impartial enquiry regdrding this parti-
#ular incident as suggested by My
Gupta in his letter to Mrs Gandhi. No
one will dare to depose against the
police. Moreover, people have lost faith
in these “impartial enquiries and com-
missions’.  They produce nothing ex-
cept a report and such reports are sel-

dom published,

Fuel,

Some time ago a news-item was
lished that two of the accused &
Hemanta Bose murder case were be
tortured to force them to become a
vers. Nobody drew the atientic
the Prime Minister to that fact.
far as 1 know a complaint to
effect is jstill pending enquiry
the ACMM, Calcutta.

Can't Mr Gupta persuade his pa
to hold a mammoth meeting near
Shahid |Minar to protest agamﬂ
brutalities of the police?

K. S. G__'
Calc

Sy
. L.

Protest On Jail Conditions

The national plenary meeting of
international branches of ithe s
unions of the universities and techn
universities of West Germany
Heidelberg, West Germany, from Ji
14 to '16. |A seven-page-report 3
submitted on the situation of politi
prisoriers ‘in India, the Parvathip
Conspiracy Case and the hunge
in Indian jails. A resolution was p
with a few abstentions (on the
students from CPSU-lined ‘DKP")
claring 'solidarity *with political prise
ers in India who ask for the end
torture, protest against the denial
medical treatment, the denial of vi
and ask for freedom of information,
cause they are denied any litera

They ask also for the end of
arbitdary arrests on ( lemergency 3
(MISA, DIR), which have brought the
number of political prisoners jin
up to more than 20,000—not counti
those arrested during the rail worker
strike.

For Frontier contact:
BANKURA NEWSPAPER

AGENCY,
Lokepur, 'j'rf
P.O. & Dist. Bankura. -













