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A PARTY, EUREKA !

M'I{ Jaya Prakash Narayan, who has been in seardh of a method |
that! can -eradicate corrupticn from the face of Irdia, has at lask
found one; a flew \panty, Glitizens for Demogracy,, Mr 'Na.w'}'a.n xad
been taking his countrymen by surprise Dy odd pronouncements off
and on—his verbal battle with Mrs Gandh?, his iperchang jor Ching 1c
his concern for the young men perishing jin jails,
his allusions to rigged elections, his roundabout references to he fascist
Government that reighs now at the Centre, his withes for a flare up and
like a selfappointed consciencess
kegper of the country, nebody took him seriously even though he coi.tld-i-

preferetice to Russia,

so on. So long he behaved
go on talking non-stop for three hours without takirg a glass of waler,
later, ‘his plunge. imto
Wihat

Bug his support for the Gujarat movement and,
the Bihar arena have raised a flutter in the Gandhiite dovecotos
exactly is at issue? In Gujarat and Bihar people are sadrificing their
lives ¢n the hope that their sacrifices will salve the  problems of cor-
ruption, Inflation and uremployment.  In Gujarat yeople xlied 0
make the Assembly dissolve itself; in Bihar people are dying justto
achieve that. Mr Narayan said, justly so, that this particular objective
be succeeded by
But does: he
his party, which on its own admission hat |
no other means to fight corruption except lectures and spmmhcs? |
Cormruption today is attachied to the Tuling
rovernments and the re'gring parties. Corruption is the \pystem of

was useless because one Assembly or Cabiney would

another hardly distinguishable from the [previous. what
himself hope to achieve by

not just~ something

which the present Stafe stands—yon 1emove corruption and the whol¢
education, health. and all .1:11-:" reg
of it will collapse. Corruption today in India s
ikilled gardener can prure off.
has to go the whole hog—fight

State. jts bureauctacy, army, police.
mot something that
If one decides to fight corruptiof, O
against the Government, at the Cendiy
and iri the States, and along ‘with them. the whole system that ha
buily itself during the last twentysix years. j '
It is beyond doubt that. Mr Narayan is back in the efucible of  the
petty ‘politics of, ifsyou. may, the Great Politics of Tndia. He is if
very good company, of cot™e——with the Swatantra, the Fana Sangh, ete
The newly forme1 : him

confederation of the rightists onsiders
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. have been unpopular in his own coun-'

Ministers at times looked

heaven-seng-angel. The Congresg 58
anPoyed or pretends Jto be, bult 1
will latefsfind hifn handy as a Igads
er of silent processions. And more
anmoved is its  faithful, the CPL
Buy most characteristic hag been the
reaction of the CPI (M) #at the nun-
Kind jcommients | beiryy passed fon
Mr Narayan. Personally Mr Nara-
yan is unblemishable, the party says.
It said the same thing when Muos
Gandhi was about to lose power at
the time of the Congress spli; some
years ago; it has been repenting

The Rule

People had takew it for granted
thay Bangladesh would drop the pro-
posed war crimes trial. Even then
an air of suspense was built up in
New Delhi and the three Foreign
cheerful
and at others pulled long faces.
There mugk have been somk hard
bargaining over the starving non-
Bengalis herded in camps in [Bani
gladesh,, bup a¢ last a compromise,
foy the time being at least, was
found, and everybody was |pleased
with the ‘historic’ performance. Mr
Aziz Ahmed ‘was grateful to the
sheikh for his magnanimity. Had
the Sheikh been stubborn, he would

try. Most people there are pleased
at the turn of events since the Isla-
mic Summit and are looking for-
ward to resumption of trade and com-
merce with Pakistan in the hope
that this would go part of the way
to relieve theéfr -tiremendous econo-
méc hardship. The creation of Ban-
gladesh might have proved a god-
semd for Trdian fndustrialists and
businessmen bug¢ they have failtd to
deliver the goods. Industry in India
itsélf is creating becauge !dfi load-
shedding, shortage of coal, the high
price of oil and mismamagement,
and even the small quantities that
are going to Bangladesh are adding
to the shortage amd high pmices
heres Tt is only the smugglers asd
their patrons high up both here and

FRONH";R

: .
EVET 4inge.  But the party hag rot
learnt the lesson. It 15 yet to un-
derstand that “indigdual personality
does hor make a dent an: the affairs

T aState—iy is the forceg that carry

the personality of men along With
them, How Else have people who
are perfonally homes; built arpund
themselves a veritable empire of cor-
first Prime Minister

ruption? The

of India wanted to hang the black-

marketeers. The irany of the ques-

tion is, who hangs whom ?

Of Three

in Bangladesh who are doing well.
If wesumption of trade between
Bangladesh and Pakistan restores
part of the old balance, India should
not mind because ig is moy efficient
enough to exploit a situation for
which i worked very hard mdeed.
Alas, Mrs Gandhi hag proved to be
a flash in the pan!

Normalisation of relations between
Ind’a and Pakistan will take time,
beeause New Delhi is not willing to
resume diplomatic . welations. It
thinks thal some other steps, like
restoration of postal and other com-
mun’cation facilities, should be res-
tored first.

Though the De¢lhi agreement has
been welcomed by all thz three
goveriment, fit is the problems at
home that are nagging. It fast
deteriorating  situation;. wwith  the
sternest emphasis put on the main-
terance of law ana order. The
killings 1n Bangladesh are raw, with
individauls taking a prominent part.
In India, in the spasmodic outbursts
i Gujarat, Bihar and elsewhere, it
is the government machinery that
is responsible for. the murders. In
Pakistan, Mr Bhutto has decided on
more liberal measures in ‘Baluchi-
stan, Bug the cracks in this sub-
dontinent! are widenirg, with dispa-
rate fordes, speaking in mamy lan:
guages and with different ideolo-
gies, trying to make the confusion
unbearable. The contabulations

L
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-
and file communists and members

of the PKI'g- mass orgapisalions,
bracketed in the so-called “G"” group.

g New Delhi started with the un-
Behable  proposition !that pri-
business should be kept out of

= ."\“1“'[’ far as possible. But The “Suharto regime sent 50,000
i has piroved just to© for trial. They includée-the leading

. Soon the busfness- functionaries of the party, helong-

g entry into the field ing, according to Indonesian classi-
LOSC'FI'IG managed to live up to their re-pu- ficatian, to the “A" group. Most of
£ i of making enemies of friends. them have been in prison for al-

ning a major ‘\':- 7.“'-1‘1:“: ’c'lr;_cs 'm want this most :tf.-wu to eight years. ..‘.{[u more
the  Arab  confiEison to be repeated in the thun 30 cases have so far been tried,
no carthly reasol A ::a;‘ Arab countries, it must 1\'1111(-!1 migans that the majorty <"JE.
be able to sell &5 100 dt.ncn and now. Any prisoners are :Hm(_m sure to die in
o oo cession to  businessmen long before they could he

prison,
found guilty of either real or alleg-
ed misdemea~our, Al things cona
sidered, there are several reasons for

r traditional as 3
1 eoods in Jthe 1

course not be th§

e form or another will only

hese States whichg _ €aso! :
Mmmense  [Purg " lllt_' (m\'f.*rnm.s-m\‘ [procrastination in
heir oil. But prigW Haﬂy Prlsoners ? gong l]_“'”“'%‘h with the legal proce-
implemented, a dure. Ore of the reasons most fre-
3 rts to  these pernatiotal commumnfst organisa- Q].IIHHI}J-] F-:'lf“d. I.“r[l.m .I:“ k- “jt. i}:"hnn.!-
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asual New Delhi 3 &4 : of trials. This is, however nog¢ the
” Sl oeish. T ‘*-’i‘t Nepresion of ‘1_“? commu- , only reasol. The Governmen, wants
of -oficial, semi @il going on in Indonesia. The {5 oo on and on with these trials;

sl altempt to pass on the blame (je longer the better, so that the po-
pulation could be kept in suspense
fear and suspicion againse the
communists. In a the “com-
munist danger” serves the preseng re-
gime in the same way as neo-colo-
nialism imperialism dd Su-
karno; their political and enonomic
failure can always be attributed to
communists and their designs.
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Bang ladesh P

The Counter-Revolution

FroMm A CORRESPONDENT

AS Bangladesh completely ‘fol-

lowed the path of Sykkim ?
This was the headline of an article
in one of the opposition weeklies in
Bangladesh, The article discussed a
meeting which police hosses of the
Indian States having common borders
with Bangladesh (Wesg Bengal, Tripura.
Assam and Meghalaya), were alleged
to have held ogether with the Ppo-
lice head of Dacca, arounwd the mid- |
dle of December in Calcutta and the
talks apporently were on how to
counter the Naxalite movemeng both
in Wesy Bengal and in Bangladesh.
The theory and pradiice of organis-
ing the dumpen proletaniat against |
revolutionary violerdg, whiich  was
successful in Wesy Bengal, might be
repeated in Bangladesh.
* To understand the nature of the
internatijonal coun'ierjrevallultion! il
the Eastern part of the South Asia®
subcontiment, it is nNecessary to look
more clasely at the class forces and
the material ivterests which are
(partly) shared by the ruling classes
on both sides of the India-Bangla-
deih border. India helped a dom-
prador class come to PoOwWer ‘n Ban-
gladesh, a class of traderg twhose
political dnstrument is the Awami
Leagud. India's intervention Yin
1071 eséentidlly intercepted a revo-
lutionary process which threatered
to ‘turn the struggle for Bangladesh’s
‘ndependence i"to a ‘true people's
war.

Once the Bengali emotions lover
the liberation from 'the atrocious
pakistani army had subsided, the
reople started counting the negative
effects of the Indian interception.
At first these seemed limited and
temporary. There ‘were TIumours
of looting and plundering of indus-
trial resources and machineny —bub
the official withdrawal of the Indiap




army in “varch 1972 seemed (o end
this phase,

In the followimg year, however, it
bpgame more and jmore clear that
close relationship with India meant
a drain on ¢he economic wealth of
Bangladesh.

After two years of
‘independence’ the basic forces un-
derminivg the mational economy of
Bangladesh are not difficult to iden-
tiy, The irkeresty of the Indian
bourgeoisie reign supreme. It is in
the interest of the Indian capitalists
to block the industrial development
of = Bangladesh and to help the
growth of a3 merchant and middle
class, and to strergthen the hold of
the rich peasants, all of whom would
be allies in the control of the eco-
nomy of Bangladesh, This way,
ecoPemic resources can be extracted
trom Bangladesd ffor the develop-
ment of industrial capitalism in the
big, “friendly neighbouwr’. At the
same time, the new country icould
serve as a marke; for Indian goods
which the Government jff Bangls
desh is obliged to import ‘irreSpec
tive of qual:ty and cost. The exis-
tevce of a complicated and in many
ways chaotic economic and political
situation in the newly created coun-
try is largely covsistert with the de-
velopment of the «clags relations
there. From the moment the Awam
League @wssumed administrative res,
ponsibilities there has been a steady
growth of the adlass df traders. In
origin ‘the Awami Leéague is a party
of touts, the middle men who ‘serve’
as ‘{intermediaries ‘between the ipro-
ducers of agricultural goods om il
one ha"d and the big wading cor-

porations and® ‘industrial enter-
prises on the other hatd. The in-
fluence of this class and its allies

has been extended to external trade.
Through the system of import and
export licences controlled by the
Awami League, the dlass of traders
and merchan'ts has been strengthen-
ing its hold over the economy. A
whole hybrid gtructure of ‘exiploita-
tion by unprodudtive elements in
the towns has given the economy
the appearance of a  nondsystem’.

- 4

Bangladesh's

FRONTIER

Meanwhile, the growth of a rich
peasant class, the kuflaks, is being
encouraged by the Government,
‘Tihe ‘First Five Yeur Plai- - which
was published in tle beginming “of
December 1973, points oug that the
agricultural policy of the Ayub re-
gime of Pakistan, who early in the
1960s started promoting cap:talist
farming continuse to be propounded.

The resuly of the new alliance of
class fordes can be most easily de-
monstrated -by looking ag the pro
duction and exiport of jute, which,
begause of 'the 4importance of {ithe
product for this country as a foreign
exchange earner; is cglled the
backbone’ of its economy. At [the
beginting of December the Indian
Minister of State dfor Trade declar-
ed that Irdia ‘as a consequence of
a bumper crop’ in the current fin-
ancial year is able to expory ong
million bales of raw jute. In Janu,
aky, the Indian Governme% |stated
that its total exports this year pro-
pably will reach a new record. The

sad implications of this ‘happy
story’ will become clear once it is

alized that jf reral decade
realized that pgor  Several decades

India was mot able to export ‘any
raw jute. In fact, India did ot even
produce sufficient jute o keqp its
own indudiries run“ing in full "cat
pacity. A mew situation was creat-
ed when during the struggle against
Pakistan large gquantities of raw
jute started to be smugeled out of
the then ‘hostile territory. Long
wfter the same area turned
to a ‘friendly terrftory’, smuggling
has remaived one of the tmportant
i“gtruments throwgh which the Ind
dian industries are being provided
with Bangladesh raw iute, and as a
conseque~ice jof 'which the jute In-
dustries in Bangladesh are being de-

was 11-

prived of raw maleridls. There is
a direct link ol the <¢lass interests

betweens fthe ltraders af Bangladesh
(‘pharia’s’) and the Indian mer-
thants (‘marwaris”. And the -Gov-
ernmert of Bangladesh -fixed —the
price at which it is willing fo buy
the jute from the growers aw-df yery
jlow level, which encouratations

ior-
i L= 5 =}
gling.

\

il o
The jute industries of Bangladesh I .o
are in great ddfically. Some factors
responfible for this state of aifains
are the mismanagement, and corru

tion of the ruling class lelemenit:
who run the induftries liRe mer 3
i 3 = i
chants  (using speculation, hoairding | ©

and other devices ‘only’ Yor personal A
enrichment), Bug on the other hand | g
there scems to -be a sabotage of a |
different kind going o, In ‘the § N

past few mouths an unusually lage § B
number of godowns have been des- § e
troyed by fire. On the other gide ¥ m
of the border, in West Bengal and A
Tripura, jute industries can be run
double a¢ wriple shifts but for
load-shedd’ng and labour untest

It should be clear that the rul
Bangladesh basically is come
' ' While engroéd
at the ::m.'[

class of
pracdor
in personat €
ol the masses

poor peasants,

the workers and the lower middle -
classes, ‘thev are a; the same .1inig &
selling out the country’s national in- -
terests by destroying the smal
dustrial (;1]:&('“.\' it possesses, TH=i; du-.
iNterests are, however not exclu il -
ly hinked with the rulivg classe & =~
India. Many of the merchants m & 55
gaged in export and import b -

=

ness sec their wellbeing better §
ed through trade with West/ e
capitalist countries and with ];I[J:’."?: .
But the comprddor clements who
profiting from the 1rade ands
sell-out to the weighbouring coun-
try are firmly embedded.

are

Imitative Repression { =
A survey of the superstructure of sy
Bangladesh  society shows ‘that the
ruling class in many ways 4akes s ¥ ¢
lessons from the political methods , po
and tactics of the Indian bourgeoi
sie. ‘Bangladesh does have its own %=
government and administration, gar-’
the government takes a "_" "
‘radical stace’ againgtl dmperiafism, T¥ gl
internally % .en

Ly

so-cal,

colonialism ete, Bug
makes use of all kinds of “repulsive 5. hec
methods to suppress popular redis- ali
tance. Like the Government. of les
West Bengal, the electjon strategy §_lic
of the Awami' Leagne intludes the oth
use of fascist tactics. The parlia- @ al
‘.
(il )
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neéntary elections in March 1973 were
ap least as badly rigged as the 1971
lections were -in West Bengal.. The
tic of organisitg gangs (‘goomdas’)
¥ destroy deftist forces was used in
Vst - Bengal against Naxalites amd
CP (M) cadres, loyg « before the
Awami Leapue organised its private
gangs and different kinds of so-called
‘militia’. The presideitial order
No. 50 which the Government of
Basiglaglesh  devised round up
elements of opposition parties, {thas
many elements in common with the
' Securily
Act, eriacted in 1969/70 in West Ben-
sal. Behid the facade of ‘demo-
wratic socialism” which has a {his

y of 20 years in India, the ex-
pidjtation of the peasanty, the
Swmkers and thee lower middle class
5 .rtensified. Aside from the gangs,
ghe ruling class makes use of better

(€8}

Sermanised ati-popular |forces, nam-
.. the

Rakkhi Bahini’. These
foa-military forces (sométhing like
% LCRP in India) are preferentially
Seioyed againgt guerilla and Maoist
faos, but often they armest and tor-
fus ordinary peasants and other vil-
% =. They are compared by the
Sagulation with the Pakistani army’s

en of terror 0 1971, Men of the

shhhi Bahkdi '« ‘certainly are not
Pakiseamis, but neither do they look
very much like a Bangladesh force:
thev Bave heen trained by outsiders.
» The maling classes of India and
Bangladesh share 2 compulsion
suppress lefist parties gnd popular
resistance, evens more than they
share eco™omic imterests. To de

«monstrate this one can point to the

s‘troika’, ¢he holy alliance of three
- political parties—an eviderice as
. copclusive of the Rakkhi [Bahini.

2. The' Troikd of the Awami Leaguc,
e, NMional Awam: Party (Muzaffar

= ¥ # .
a  so-cal. - imsing) and Commu st

Party Bapn-

i_mpc1‘i7l§ism,""7 glad%:sh (CPB) was formed «<n Sep-

snternally
of °rdpulsive
popular redis- |

jernment - of |

gejon strategy. §.

gatludes the |

The parlia-
| ~

- A

i ™ ember. last. With the
r hecoming more and more weak and

Awami League

alienhted from the papulation, its
leadters ~sudfienly changed théir po-
licy of reéfusing to collaborite with
Hther political parties. The Nation-
al Awami Party (Muzaffar) and the

90.97, 1974
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FRONTIEﬁ

Communist Party Ba!_‘-{;"ladesh (CPB)
naturally were the first candidates
considered, since they are the only
parties which “are profndian  (be-
sides being pro-Russian).

The only significant progratme
of the Trotka until now has been
the formation of local ‘defence
parties', a new form of gangs to
whom weapons can He allocated im
order to destroy leftisy and opposi
tion groups. The revisionist parties
thus have nog only become class
collaborators, but vy fact ‘“capitulal
tionists whose only rtole seems to
be to subordinate the interests of
people (o the evploiting dlasses. They
have become informers dor the
Awami League, providitg the autho-
rities with information about mem-
bers of apposition (parties and under-
ground Maoist groups. Thus their
furction is complgmentary to the
one of the Rakkhi Bahini, and they
serve the same Iclass {mtenests. To-
sether they form the pillarg of the
counter-revolutionary alliarice of the
Indian eapitalists and merchants on
the one hand, and the Bargladesh
traders on the other.

There are gumouk® that lgangs
sent from outside or orgavised by
the ruling class of Bangladesh are
now operating as ‘Marx’st.-Leniists
or ‘Naxalites’,

Export of Counter-revolution

After having followed this dhain
it is evident tha; common economic
interests of the exploiting classes of
India and Bangladesh inevitably lead
to the joint dafence of 'these inter-
ests. Without avswering the ques
tion whether India would ‘ntervene
dire¢tly with its armed forces m
case of a popular insurrectiori ag it
did in Chittagong Hill Tradts, ir can
be said ‘tha; the countter-revolution
is already international in charac-
ter, Like S%Lim, Bhutan, Ceylon
and other regions off the subcomti.
nent, Bangladesh falls under the
tproftective umbrella’ of ‘the {Ihdian
capitalis; class.

Tte counfer-revolution is not a
parcil-subcontinental matter. Sheikh
M3 ‘was released from a Pakistani

prison largely as the result of the
role played by the U.S. Government.
The Russians fear the spread of
Maoism. Consequently, the Soviet
Union has taken wpon -itself a spe-
cial wilitary role, providing the
Bargladesh i#ir Yorce with Russian
Migs, and organising their disgufs-
ed maval base in the port of Chit-
tagong.

The Indian ‘interest im stemming
the ngvolutionary 'trend n /Banglad
desh is, however, the strongest. And
it is the Indian ruling dlass which
could most easily strangulate a suc
cessful socialist revdlution.

The Bengali people for cemturies
have struggled for independence,
first againsg British imperialism,
more recently agaivst a Pakistani
iype of colonialism. St!l in spite
of thefir heroic struggles, nadonal
independerce has remained like a
fata morgana. ‘The ' fundamental
reason for the seeming nonattain®
ability of this goal is that counters
revolution is Deing exported. The
fate of the proletarian revolution in

Bangladesh is inevitably linked up
with the revolution in the whole.

subcontinent. Simce the exploitas
‘tion by forelyn powers canmiot be
resolved a} a mational level, the
Bengali revolution will have to be
of a more advanced kind. Ceylon
and Sikkim hafve Jshown that the
bourgeokktie and oq'hcn reactionary
iforces in the differene countries do

not feel any restraing in coordibat-
ing their forces in opjposition te the
people’s struggles.

Postscrifi

The writer is conscious off 4he
fact that as far ag the superstfuc.
tural aspects of the question is con
cerned, the article shows ofle imjpor= |
tant gap: namely, the problem of
communalism and how i plays into
the hands of the puling dlasses oOf
India and Bangladesh, is not dis-
cussed. But it was felt that this
problem is too complicated to be
dealy with summarily. It should be
considered in depth, and in a sepa-
rate article. g
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of the Assam-Tripura Zonal GCom-
mitlee of the CPI-ML,

Indian revolution and
bearet, the CPI (M) lies within our-

within the las;y three yeats, deepen-
ed. This event proveg with certain-
ty that the renemy's all-round attack
was nogt 'the Fundamental icause of
the setback and the crisis, but that
the responsibility lies with our sub-
Jective érrors, ;
The great debaie and iscugsion
over the setback and errors, continu-
ed over the last one year, has help-
ed to raise the ideological and theo-
retical standards of the whole party.
Bug all the analyses and assessmeénts
suffer from the same weakness: all
of them look ap the errors

SLPEr-
ficially, without revealirg their prin-
cipal source by entering into their

depths. Thus it has not been pos-
sible 0 eradicate the errors at their
Tools,

Our tasks are to search out the
principal source of our errors avd
then to combine the megative and

positive exiperiences of our party and
lift it to the level of theory so that
the theory may lighy the path of
our struggle ard advancement,

The experiences ©f ‘the great
Khinese Rievolution and the O
going Vietramese frevolution have
edtablished, alnd the successes 'and

failures of the Indian revolution
have confirmed, the truth thay vio-
lent revolution n a colonial, semi-
colonial and semi-feudal society is
the sum of (wo forms of struggle -
military struggle and mass strugsle.
These two - forms of struggle have
separate characteristics and thus de-
mand separale .attention and solu-
on. But these two formg mus; be
applied together, ik, ‘the principle
of their sirawltaneity mus; be rigo-

~

The following is the communigue

NSIDE or outside of 'the Panty,
everyone is agreed thag the prin-
cipal canse of the aP-India setback
suffered since the end of 1970 by the
ils gtandard

selves. The political and organizational
crisis thay began after the setback has,

rously enforcxd keeping the military
struggle as the\ principal form with
which one must cootdinate all poli-
tical economic and jcultural [mass
struggles erther diredtly or indirectly.

All our principal errors stem from
the abcqoe of g deep understand-
‘ng of this truth. By ‘violent reyo-
lution” we confusedly understood
“armed  struggle” or, more specifi-
cally, “guerilla warfare”, but we had
no understanding of the fac; that
under the leadership of a truly revo-
lutionary party, all masg struggles—
violeny uprisings, Ppolitical move-
ments and even struggles launched on
dmmediate economic / demands—are
part and parcel of violent revolution,
Due to our lack of utdderstanding of
the methodological principle of the
simultaneity of the mass strugele and
military struggle in a colonial, semi-
cololal and semi-feudal country and
of its indispensability in the {Prodess
of safeguarding and developing thes
revolutionary armed struggle,
laid a ove-sided stress on
warfare and ciffer neglected mass
struggle or kept it im abeyance by
consigning it to a later grtage. Simi-
larly, in the past, under ithe {mflu-
ence of revisionism, we had-—laid a
one-sided

we
guerilla

stress. on  mass struggle
and either neglected armed stiruggle
or consigled it to a later stape, Thus,
throughout the histony of ‘the Im-
dian communisy movement, we have
committed either “Left” or Right

errors. On the one hand, guerilla

. struggles or the armed units did not

last long in ‘the ahsence of the
fouddation and active help of mass
struggles while, on the other hand,
lacking thie grotection and help of
the armed forces, the mass struggles
could noy develop or last. We never
learved to combine the two forms
of strugyle,

In thig rare moments in our his
tory when  this method of
tangity was
Telengaa

simul-

appléed, especially in
(1948-49) and Naxalbari
(1967), there were grea; advances in
the revolutionry struggle. Buf it
was nog¢ difficult for revisionism.and
dogmatism to destroy the ress™s—2
these struggles, because the fisc~3d

was appled unconsciously, fortui-
tously and, therefore, only momen: .
tarily.

Principal Errors - :
The struggle of the Naxalbari
it
peasanst under the barer of Mao~
Tse-tung Thoughty and' the com:
mencement, due to its enthusiajtic
Impdct, off armed [peasant struggles
in many partg of India, especially
in Srikakulam, and the (formation
(1969) of the CPI(ML) on the
basis of am India-wide unity created
large waves of :'L-\--nlu[ﬂ_}r];i-ry St
gles in Tndia by removing® the Jhege-
mony of revisfonism and cenrism
from among a large sedtion of the
masses and by the gharpy penetratiogp “‘
among them of 'the |politics of the
armed seizure off power. But be-
cause ol our mability to understand
the fundamental
rule of violent revolution, we con-
fused and compounded the military
struggle and the mass strugglle, the
twg processes with specifically dif-
fererly charactleristics. Fou <xamiple,
the method of | gerilla struggle,
which is the main form of military
struggle, was applied in the case of
the anti-feudal mass struggle of the
peasants. The killing of particular
landlords under specific circur
stalceg building small, sedret
groups may be a particular form of
the peasants’ class struggle, although_
it is not the “higher” or only form
of the antifeudal struggle in gene-
tal, But to call thig the preface 10
guerilla warfare tis wrong /because
guerilla warfare ig a spedific method
of fighting adopted by our small and
weak armed forces againg the power-
ful armed forces of the enemy and -
thus i¢ may be initiated only through
combat against the armed forces of —
the enemy. - '__’_'
Due to our lack of understandif .
of the, particular characteristics and e
immediate Fmporftance 0f the mili- <2

aforementiozed

by

tary strugele, we did noy eficourage
the “conscious political and

oTganiza-
tional task of building ¢he peasanis’
regular armed forces and totally ne-
glected the task, of military training~
Instead, the formation of the army
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wened  under a plethora of
cnatole, and thus, lthis most im
ymq problem was not even (pPro-
v posed | Our, lack of under
p;n'lii(:ul;-n' character-
struggle and phe
of the united
¢ gactics'in iy led to the post-
vemen; of abandonment of exfen-
e local or national alliances, how-
ber unstable or temjporary, against
¢ copmon enemy. The characte-
Sation of the - whole bourgeoisie
= wumprador because i was ‘‘com-
irador al irth’ the labelling of
S erTor ag revisionism and treat-

ofs the
mass
Lspensability

Bee iy as one with counterrevolu-
oty revisionism—these were sim-

attempts to make this deviation
F:E;g-:rtnhit_

“Ablove all, the failure to under-
Feend the simltanejty of the mili-
s strugple and the masg strugele
the abandonment of
Sewovte gs revisionism or even as
S weapon of the ruling classes.
Tater ovhen the recesyity of  mass
wraooles was admitted in words, it
we. in effect abandoned through its
8. rocterization as the work of the
petx stage” and by denying the me-
seuty of mass organizatios.

quences
disustrous  donsdquence of
nfusion of military strug-

the mass struggle was the

of ‘the line of “physical

; tion”. It is true that in
pvery revolutiony |physical liquida-
som of class ememies takeg {place and
th never leads 'the struggle to
wthack. But when a specific line

gl method grew on the foundation
¢ she killing of landlords and when
came the fashign to advocate as
=ity killites as possible instead ol
ag few as 1».'»‘3'11;[&, we slowlv lost

= 5 dhv of the masses and be-
c dated. The inevitaQle con-
2 f this deviation was that
gral struggles were meven able
grov the political power and
a;-—--""‘“_,f‘:h of the landlord class.
father, we deviated from thig" real
vreet. because dependeny on  the
Tatural class donscousngsg and spon-
B .27, 1974
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tanieous hatred of a Ew pc;nn[us
and imposed revolution on ‘the umn-
prepured masses. Naturally, while
‘facing - the white terror, the masses
became confused and tervor-striken;
mass resistance became imipossible
and the wdole mass basis faced great
Josses or even complete destruction.
As a result, organized mass move-
menty and mass upl‘I-b‘-ing for the
pokitical setzure off ﬂmwm‘ begame
unreal dreams. Starting oug as ad-
miring but inactive supporters, the
masses slowly became neutral ob-
servers; armed - struggle became
the barren effory of a few advanced
persons and aggreskive cloged-door
ism. horrible sectarianism and ad-
venturism swallowed up the 'whole
party. The call to build up
mass movements which' came later,
could not, under these circumstarices,
create anything bug hollow echoes.
The wrong notion aboup guerflla
warfare avid a fantastic primitivie-
ness on the problem of building the
arimed forces resubted in ‘the aban-
donment of army _iformation 10
spontaneity. Thus army formation
became impossible even in those
areas of West Bengal and Andhra
where enough fighters were awail-
able for the construction of cores
for the army. The work of building
the United Frony and mass
struggles was also abandoned to
spontaneity by rejecting ‘the use of
united front tactics and building new

mass organization or using the exist-
img ‘ones. This abandonment Lo
spotfaneity of two oug of three

“magic weapons” required to make
1he victorious in  any
area to liberate the area) led
inevitably te the failure of all efforts
create a base area; the existing
armed units slowly became inactive
or became 'transformed into roving
rebel bands; the iparty bedame more
and more isolated and lacking W
initiadive ; desertion and sutirender
increased rapidly in the presence of
a relentless  white terror and the
cnemy mamaged to  “put our the
fire of armed strugele” everywhere.
. Lye party became isolated  from
- (Solutionary practice -of the masses
1

P

revolulion
fi.e,

Lo

.

due o its - abandonmeng of mass
struggle, so that it 'had fio ojpjtiont
other than a dependence upon the
wisdom of one particular leader whem
it had to tesy the correctness of ils
line. As a resuly #hé principles of
democratic centralism were @ncreass
ingly trampled upon and replaced
by the wrong notion of “individual
authoity”. Unstead off ‘thie prole-
tarian  revolutionary aftitude of
“searching for the truth from {acts”
came slavishness and the deranged
petty bourgeois vice of authority
worship. Brilliant cadreg became
bureaucratic, while careerists and
enemy agents mandged (0 infiltrate
into the pacty. The fighy agamst
centrism on the question of the fors
mation of the parly was dragged
into the party and all differences of
opinion were stravgled with the cay
of centrism. In certain areas, to all
these was added the odious influ-
enice of the wrorg line on physical
liquidation and the jpipe-gun or tha
dagger became the weapons for the
resolution of internal contradictions.
The enemy has utilised this shyua-

tion fully. It is true that the dées-,
pair, imprisonmery and evem the
untimely death of many prideless

leaders, cadres and /inno®nd } Ipers
sons were directly caused by this de-
ranged and often dishoniesy authority
worship.

This wrong notion was even HICIs
nationalized and ithe old  Khrush-
chevite wite of “international fau-
thority” was smported in a4 DEW
boftle by denying the ‘equal and
fraternal welationshfp betweery ithe
communisy parties of various lapds
through such wrong, harmful and

'.mli-]n‘ui-:‘t:u'iu-iu:tem;llinnaliht 5l0=
gans such as “China’s Chaaman is
Our Chairman”. 'In fact, one ims

portalyy reason why so many WIOnNg
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NOTICE
Owiflg to prolonged and erratic
¢ loadshedding,-we are being compel-
3 led to combine™in 2 shorten-

viery
ed form indeed, the Jast issue of Vol.
6 with ‘the Vol. 7.
This iy not the way o comy lefe the
sixth year and begin the seveath year
of this journal, but the times are 1b.

normal. The next issue will be that
of May 4

first issue of

lines persisted for so long
mechaniral and dogmatist ) jdepen-
dence on . internationa} authority”
and ‘‘recognfition”,

wis our

types ol mass struggles and througl
the influence of the spontaneous,  gydden attacks and combag against
all-India mass Upsurge sike 1966, the enemy's armed forces, These
he began (0 minimize the strength s

{

subjective forces of

I

of Sponlaneity,

1
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style by sevesng all welations with

couljter siricvol urionary
For these re;
volutionary and a Marslst-Leninist

3ut he used o derive npuilh" line
and . methods rog from the
conditions of the Indian

ably, made dogmatist errors, Under

I the enemy and exaggerated the
revolution and
in many ways, a worshiypper
Under the influence

edame,

of dogmatism, he became disinclined
towards selfanalysis

and did not un-

dertake a relentless and thorough

analysis  even after, the defeat of

¢ Charu Mazumdar 1970-71.  Above all, due to his lack
Evaluation of ithe personal rdfle  of

of Comrade Charu Mazumdar, the
peincipal architect of the Naxalbari
Peasatit movement and the founder
of the (:]'lf\;\“.), is a very ill}ll.‘ul—
. tant political question. The pler-
sonal contribution of Comrade Chary

Mazumdar should not be denjed.

dor shoulld 1) be exagoerated. To
overstress hig personal responsibility
for the party’s erors and thus ¢
look upon him as an
waitor” is a horrible Right devia-

o
“unconscious

and achievement far outwe
migitakes.

umlcrnmnding of the combina-

tion, diftererice and 'iinm:l-mm-it.}- of
the two formg of struggle,
setjous errors on the questions of
mass strugele, ouerilla warfare, army-
building and the United Front
is true that these mistakes were our
mistakes, but h respotsibifity was
the greates; in the matter of
formulation,

Tt

their

In gpite of this, his contribution
igh his '

Levisionism,
wons, he “was a great re-

collcrele
revolution
buy from t]]corclir;dly derived Marx-
Fri!-l_n-ni=l-1'~-; conclusions and, inevit-

he made -

LLion, Similarly, unreal thinking,
‘such as “his line is correct, buy the
i€adlves made the mistakles in
bice”, is simply the continuation of
the “Left”  deviation of the past.
The grandest quality of Comrade
Charu Mazumdar was that he ds.
played an extraordinary courage and
bravery in the Jmplementation ;of
certain important  Marxist-Leninist
colclusions in the Indian revolution
and the application of Mao Tse
tung Thought to the concrete con.
ditions of India. He made oreat
contributions (1} in the work of
Bescuing the Imkan revolution and
the Indian party from revisionist
quicksands: (2) in leading the In-
lian people withcertainty into the
Fevolutionary path by ‘nitiating the
Peasant armed struggle ; and (3) i
‘{-buikllin;;-_.'e_,?‘;l,.,‘m.' party n g new

prac-

Hisl liffle of Sitiggle) His
death-defying courage, his bitter self-
sgcrifice, his embradement (of death
like a communist—-all these are les-
sons for every communist.

Ihere is no doubt that the way
ahead mus; be through the comrect
solution of unity aru struggle  be-
tween the ‘two orms of | Istrugele,
through making the rural are
principal theatre of stru

€

ag the

gele, through

ol the party, and the

stép, by step trough

masses according to their conscious
ness and wishes arid relentlessly
forward towards the Organisation o
armed uprising, Naturally our P
Mary armed units will be extre
small and
but hey

o5

= mety
mabil
will slowly develop in nuy
ber, in weaponry and

.u.‘til:qu)' b)f
activaung the masses nto various

extraordg 1‘{[)'

units will become regular
military units when
cious

and mobile
the party’s cons-

efforts are added. There
s a t!clt:rmiuiug importance to this
cffort  because without

Empu.sing
rather than isolated
the ememy’s armeq
mass ftruggle will not
higher stages and base
ot develop.

The mass struggles and partial i
surrections  of fhe toiling  urban
Masses including students and youths
must be actively fostered so that. the
rural struggle can be helped iy every
way and  preparation made “for the
all-out armed uprising, In the wur-
ban areas, we should oppose  tlie
adventurism of the blind desire for
acuon and should mstruct Yelected
cadres 1o work underground and wait
for opportunities so that
may be created in
firm, sure

serious deleats,
clashes, upon
‘forces, the
rise to even
areas will ne

foot holda

the cities through

and measured steps taken :
with vigilance, .
The dogmatism, sectarianism " and= 3

adventurism of the

(Past must be de-
feated

lor the healthy development
minds of those
clinging to the ‘lefy’
the past must be liberated
patient teach-

who are sti]l
TTors ol

: 1 o E of build ing. - Ageressiveness and violence are
the taking up oL the task of build- ot permissible, Many  commaded
ing the armed forces of the workers : :
ad the peasants as the [prindipal —
task so thay military and |political For Frontier contace N
bases may be established in Suitable e
places, While paying main  witen- BANI PRAK ASH -
. . . - el

ton to this principal task, we must -
adhere 1o the party’s class line and Panbazar,
apply the united front tactics o, e

. . . . . —
building masg organisations to deve- Gau.'lan-l, =
lop various political and ecovemic- X . e
struggles by differeny sections ofehe - Assam. 2 i
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sereasingly meal¥ng 'the verroms
#he past but they are not looking
the errors in their own connexion
& separately and individually. Thus
are discoveripg lihe symjptoms
ot the disease. As a resuly they
mevitably laying a onesided stress
mass movements and repeating
e ‘right’ etrors of the past by re-
e the secredy which is the very
ehiood of the party add taking
dangerous  road of open and
fstic methods. They are deny-
g the ol of Comrade Charu
gwmdar and some are even deny-
the [panty by inclining towards
.:.'x;a.'idatinnfﬁ[ line. This thinking
tactics obliterates ithe "dividing
between Marxism and modemn
mionism and may take on serious
Wsensions unless thwarted.

Deviation’

fooking at the |problemg a; a
e, the danger of ‘left’ deviation
decreasing  and the danger of
PR deviation ¥ #ncreasing, al-
Mot ‘left’ deviation remains the
smcipal danger in those areas where
marades are still dlinging to the old
Both 'these deviatiors deny
ity and struggle between the
forms of struggle and their
ez ndity.

s g0 aganst the side is a Marx-

Be
-

e Lesinks: pinciple.  Today ix ¥s
e duiy of all comrades who have

-

@emes 3¢ the correct line to firmly
aad azainst the majoritarian tide
ginuted by these two deviations
eonduct the struggle for bring-

ge the majority of honesy and dili-
e comrades to their side. Only
i i way, will they be able to iso-
e havdful of careerists and

pntaced
P— -
= § Frontier contact
-3 N 2 Mangesh Street,
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enemy agents who 'j-'{ utilising the
confusions within the party by throw-
ing their li%es into the troubled
waters. 3

It is the party which-will conduct
the armed and mass struggles. There-
fore the ability to build the army
or base jareas depends on whether
we can skMfully unlite, exgend and
consolidate the party.

The process of consolidating the
party on an all-India basis is get-
ting Hlocked from two directiions.

On the one side are the liquidation
ists who are challenging the useful-
ness and legitimacy of the forma-
tion of tle pafty in 1969 and are
advocating a retwrn to the level of
“co-ordinatibn”! The liquidationfsts
want t0 widen, deepen and make
parmanent the cracks, which due to
various errors have appeared in the
revolutionary units forged on a~ all-
.India basis around the CPI(ML)
instead of moving step by stgp to-
wards the cementing of these cracks.
On the other side are the sectarians
who have isolated themselves [rom
the majority by trampling upon all
democratic principles and even, creat-
ed a fake “Central Committee”.
The deviation, has not only not help-
ed the creation of alldindia unity but
has ‘nstead encouraged our internal

disurrity, misunderstandings and
suspicions.
The Assdm-Tripura [provincial

committees have created the Assam-
Tripura Zonal Commniitice consist-
ing of the leading cadres of the two
areas. upon the basis of fundamental
and minimum political unity and
fhrongh the  infliction aof a defleat
over liquidatiolism and sectarfanism.
They have thus taken a first step
towards consolidation on. a ‘zonal'
basis. Th's zonal commitfec requests
and calls upon the cadres, members
and sympathisers of the party i

other areas: to immkediately unite
on a zonal scale on the basis of
minimum political urity: to starl

frofr a desire for unity and to arrive
at a new unity ‘through the jyrinci-
pled critiesm and  selfi-briticism of
past_and present errors: and in this
way proceeg

on un all-India basis

&

towards the party’s winths najtional
congress  (Znd affer Naxalbari).
Comrade Mao's latest call be our
standard : “Bring Marxism, not rev’
sionism ; be united~"do mioti  fplit
be open and abové board, do not in-
trigue and conspire”,

Our sole agent in Bangladesh
CHALANTIKA BAIGHAR
14, Banglabazar

Dacca-1

For Frontier contact
M. VEERAMALLIAH,
Station Road,
Warangal-2,

Andhra Pradesh.
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Palestiian Poetry

The Blceding Lutes, The
Blaziig Crosses
1. K. SHUKLA

HE Palestinian strugele for free-

dom and domeland is No; mere
sporadic and sensational gunfire by
the guerillas, nor sanctimonious re-
solutiong in the UN off and on. It
is ove of the aying tragedies of our
century—Arabs rendered waifs jn
their own country and hourded out,
because Christian nations decided, iny
Penitence and piety, that the Jews
be given: 3 homeland. From this_ge-
nerous ‘mpulse gprang  Israel, dug
into the hearr of Arab lands as a
dagger—Palestine was all but for-
gollen—a people, a aulture, a his.
tory were rubbed out of existence a
one siroke of a Western corbpiracy
buttressing Zionism.

The fiery symphony following here,
‘however rugged in form. constitutes
a precious documenyt of history ent
shrin‘ng o lestament of  suffering
and self-respect. Tfs  roots can be
traced to farther back than 1948 o1
1967. It found expressio, d@% else-

where in  West Asia, in fiction,
drama and poetry. But the new
Palestinian literature, chiefly poetry,

has emanated from (he experience of
Israeli verror rendering thousands (3
million) refugees. War and art be-
came twin fields of encounter for the
beleaguercrl Palestinian. Verse be.
came the Fedayeen’s armour asser.
tion, and Annuriciation,

Two landmarks of this revolution.
ary muse are the Diwar-Al-Watan-
Al-Muhtall (The Occupied Home) off
Yusuf-al-Katib and the [ectures de-
livered by Dr Abdurrahman Yaghi,
Dean, I"niur\.n_\ of Amman, which

For much ol my material here I
am indebted to Islamic Literature.
Hyderabad, ‘April 1973, Prof A. K.
Julius German s article, “The New
Palestirrian Poetry from Beneath the
Crossiirg

\
detaidl the radjical literature of the
new Palestiniai. The Dean made
a ferven; plea to all writers to join
the freedom figh, against foreigners.
Poets answered this call ard their
emotional volcano found symbols
in the bleeding lute and the blazing
cross. The variety of emotional res.
ponse was well arched by the Lute
and the Cross. 'If the forner was a
tear drop, the latter was a mailed
fist, and vot merely all suffering and
submission,

Major among the poets mhabit-
the occupied territories are
Abdur-Rahim Mahmoud, Abi Salma.
Ibrahim Toquan, Mahmoud Dar-
wish, Toufiq Zayyad (the author of
The Young or Pigeons—Afrakh
Hamam). Some¢ of them were jail-
ed, but their message could not be
confined to the prison walls. A
Note of regrer for Palestinians fa‘lure
to keep pace with the times rings
out i many poems.

&)
ng

There are two broad divisions of

modern poetry in Palestite, The
divide is marked by 1960, Sorrow,
pacang to liberty, lameng for the

martyrs, identification with ‘the {re-
fugees, anguish at their afflictions,
and dismay a tthe world’s apathy
characterise the poetry of the period.
Poets were constraived o
symbols in order to camouflage their
A wistfulness ‘for the lost
home and an urdying faith in the
redemptive future zre unmistakable
1 the poetic effusions of this period,
The examples of Cuba, Algeria, and
Vietnam itself in them a senxe of
_-;l!l,:‘dﬂ'l‘il'_\ with the ifellow fighters
elsewhere avd the will to  survival
odds.

employ

meanmng.,

dgalnsg

The post-1960 period bikls good-
bye to the sentimen'alism ol the
earlier phase and partakes of grit
and granite. The earlier ‘literari-
ness' is replaced by a popular
idiom close to the oral speech of the
ancient mawalia. The glory of the
Arab poep glows in ‘theip memory
and their - poetic output, suffused
with a new light, makes the cak, the
olive the paternal meadow and its
bracing air spring (o life. The pri-

?

vations of the refugees impelling
sodgialist angle and 2 class conscion
ness evideny in the Writing «
quite a number of poets.

are

Chorns =
This cry, turned into 3 chotu
did not go in vain. "~ Fellow write
‘in Arab countries and beyond re
ponded with support. The poens
here aim aj arousing the conscien
of humaiity ag large. For { m
part, they lack .\uhllci}- and sophi
tication, But this iy more than madi
up by the ring of earnestness. N¢
is their  message or appeal in  any
doubt: A fire coursing through the
signifying the will to live and i
valiantly flashes forth !from all™

them. This quality cannot be 1
nored or missed, I
The Palestinian  problem h

been allowed over the years to gro
imto a simlm'ri“g' volcano. The l!la::
of the refugees is signified well 1
the bleeding lutes, Before hese turs
mto blazing crosses and the voleaiil
sends out blasts, world -consdience
should assery itself in the cause of jus
tice and humatity. Time is tickim
away 100 fast for any complacency
Palestine remains a challenge to ou
morals and of course to ‘the useful
ness of the UN. Tihe poems, ke
rough, embody ‘the suffering of

people whe have kept their head
high amids; all misery and betray
al. -Hence they are an afitmatio®
and an ‘ndictment .

Samth al-Qasim (Anish) : Sorow
Upright T walk

Head held high

An olive-branch and doye in hand
My corpse astride ‘my shoulder,
My heart a 'full moon,

With thorns, exhaling sweey hast
My lips like the sky pouTing
Now fire, then love,

Aad 1 walk...

.

= :IThe Strangers :
Forty years in the desert of Sinai
Then returned the “»ther
And we walked on...the ns Xt

day came (=518

Whereto ?. . .and how long shall

APRIL 20.97.
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4
we wonder?

ces impelling
KR o = . -
St remain strangersy

class conscion

the writing ¢ >
els. : - Srrows and Revolt :
5 E e ﬁg‘}

sever shooed away a visitor from
- my door,

C ilr:ﬁl
Fellow write

nio-

apened .my eyes a certain morn

e found ;my crops stolen

¢'s mate harged,

ile son’s back—a field of
wounds !

1d beyond reg
t. The poens
the consciencgiese &
e, For (o m
ty and sophi
ore than ma
prestness,  Ni
ppeal -in  am
through the

85 -suests impokters |

& I laid mines and daggers at
* \ % door.

swear by knife's edge ;

M. visitor hence to enter my home

Arel

n live and Jidle § was but a poet
v from all% In the circle of mystic dreamers
ca'not be ’E Bu; now a volcato in revolt

; In the twenteth eentury.

problem h: r
years to gro
no. The J}_I_i_q-}-.

The Infants of Rafah :
| Feor the voice of Ala-Eddin! has
{-'ruphcd e
of the sell-conscious birds

sfied awvéll D9 ke
ore” these turs e bifth

d the volcaims of prey.
rld -consciencalii® *as J who threw stones at the
1e cause of ju eliemy’s car

me is tickiwng & Saributed - the circulars
complacency B =ane the signals
allenge to ouf ¥ sbwoidered the banner
to 'the useful s chairs and brushes
e quarters. ..to houses... to

' ])f)ﬁ’m%. i,h’{: ;
i the walls

suffering of

t their hénds

y and belraylie
i affitmaltion .~

spbhered the voungsters

ar away from the refugees,
we swore

we would fight

8 lome as in our street the aggressor's

SEI”'. MW

sh) : bayonet appears.
This boy became the symbol of
dove in handie mot’s resigtance.
v shoulder, i
n Mabemoud Darwish : Tdentiity Card
B sweep Dast b~ Record ¢
'--:.fi'|'1i;;|_ == _am an Arab
iy ‘Al car pumber fifty thousand.
How chujdren,
| § will come :mékthe
e . _summer,
mert of Hiﬂis-i_ i Sre vOU '1(71\“ |
e Do 1 fofmet :
the thl'('x[ * am an Arab, .
sme the=sc e, I work with the quarry with
§ long shali} - e
2027, 1974 RPRIL 20.27, 1974 '

FRONTIE*

Have eight rhil:lregp"\
[ steal for them f
The loal of -bread
And clothes

And copy books

"Out of the rocks, > s

fellows in toil . And my anger.

But I seek no alms at your door.
Nor humble myself ar your palace
gate, Are you angty?
Bear in mind. 'm an Arab
A name withouy distinction
Patient in a country where
All live in the warmth of wrath,
My roots were laid
Be¥ore Time dawned,
Before Ages had day-break,
Refore the cyprus, olive, lwsh
meadow bloomed
My father: from a family of
Ii,lmnglm'l:l‘-‘
Not from nobility
My grandfather : a peasant
Lacking a hoary pedigrce
My house: a watchman’s hug
Of wood and reed.
Are you satisfied ?
Am an Arab
My hair wheat in hue
My eyes coffee-coloured
My character ?
A shawl on head, a band on
My palms rodk-hard,
Prickly to whoever ‘touch them
My address: A secluded village

... forgoittem,

Its laneg bear no names

All its men in fields or quarry

They love the commoy cause.
Art. you cross?
Do not [orget
I'm an Arab.
The vitevards of my
Also the Geld I tilted,
With my children

Nothing was left us or our grandsons

Except these rocks

Will they too be seized

By your government, as heard ?
Well !

Flash ‘the first page banner-line
I don't hate the people

I don't pou'ice on any one

Mt if T -starve

I'll eat tle flesh of my robbers
Take care, ..of my hunger

'

forbears were
stolen,

:Sparrows sans Wings :
Our irffants are scattered without
shoes
Vanishing 1n all the paths of Toss
. and deom

Extinguished Ii|1ﬁ11.'.?§'cr5‘ and

Meagrencss.
It is for them thar I learn{ to
= fight

Till their gpring return. ull they

return with baskets
Filled with numerous edibles
The sun 15 for the i¥fants, the
morrow, the ‘truth, and all faney.

: Diary of Palestine Wounds

Formerly we were only dove-
chicke s
So our seed is not yey crushed in
. iron. chairs
We, oh my sister, for twenty
years paxl
Have not written [poetry
We have fought,
The earth that sucked the martyrs
Promised a summer with dorn and
stars

Do adore it!

We harbour in our breast saly and
water’

Upon our bosom a wouid wihich
fights.

A tear drop in throat oh my sister

And in my eye, fire.

[ gave up complaining at the ruler’s

door
\ll who died, amd will die agy the
day door

Embraced and made me an arow.
It sure had to be from eremies
That 1 knew we were twillg
If the crucified Lord had nog growr
On the throne of the Cross,

He'd have remained
\ lost infant, scared of woukds.

: The Singer Said :

‘The singer on the cross of pain
With woudg shining as stars
Said o people around him
Everything. . ,except gepentdnce.
Thus T died \1;111t{i11g- erect, like
3\ a_tree.
Thus will :11!’[!';]!& Cross
Inge a pulpit, ora staff of




i : me]nd_y
i And aits pegs. .. -slrings,
"' . Thus descends the rain
i1 Thus grows (he tree.

- But my yoice shouted one
B I dont fe;fix_.\,‘

- And flog it if ‘you can

i And run after (he echo

' As long as i shouts -

day :

[ don’t fear,
k.l Taufig Zayyad: The Crifgified

I watch a blast ofi the wing

! Whidh comes from the east.

I i1 Perchance on the flying wings
Brings ug news

o, Perchanice on a day the brook

P will shout ,
i) Take heart -you forlorn people
*r O thou crucified. . they h-av?
I} fransgressed the line,
ki
iy t Talk in the Gaol -
Hl Oh my people,
'8 Oh thou wood of amberoris,

t Oh thou, dearer than my soul to
H! me,
| We remain true 1o our compact

* We flinched not at the tormen

i i in the cell

|
|
Shall not v;c‘:dmnp;e it with anything
Nor even if it will depend
On my throbbing ;;'r[(‘.l‘}ru
I shall remain
The captive of my affection.
* the fence of my house
- the twisted lily.

Book Review

SIKKIM, A SHORT: POLITICAL
HISTORY ¢y
by Lal Bahaduy :

S. Chand & Co,,

Jasheg

New Dwil

. hey,
To the dew

I remain,

\nd all my CIosseg

Will no¢ hend me,

It would appear ¢hat the author of
Sikkim, a soi-disan; shory political
history, writes with a chip. on hijs
shoulder due. possibly, ¢o hig long
Mcarceration in the Cenitra] Jail,
Kathmandu, for alleged CIA activie
ties in the Kingdom, followed by his
tnceremottius deportation from Nepal
none of which appear on the blurh

:To You:

Oh mother, on whose rieck are fetters
Oh my nation tyrants wish

You K%' their ishoes,

Oh street,

teeming with Processions on the book’s jacket. But for g
Oh brethren, he workmen shori mfiltration into  the Sikkim
I Tove you all,

National Congress, he was either 5
jail at Kathmandw or on the dubious
pay-roll of the Chogyal when aj the
evenlts he tries 1o dhronicle  took
place.

Part 1 of ghe book is g
interesting rehash from a]l
able material of the
Sikkim and s

I' love every fisg shaking
["to the face of the villaing
And of the haughty brows

In ¢he battle field not very
the avail-
early period of
redundant, and s
been, infinitely more explicitly  and
correctly written by others, fi'om_.
whose hooks it would appear slarits h =

I love all the brave words. outspoken,
I love every wild flower

Which crowns the hillg

Every handful of sand

Every permitted morsel,

: I love you all. :md‘ nlmerv.’r!i()n§ have been adopted 5.
. Nor at the shackles of tyranmy : cynically and with the deftness and
m or s buckles : I love my ration cursed with dexterity, of an Opportunist, but it
_f‘ We endure hunger and its pains, wandering is when he comes to Par¢ II thae B -
B Bur we'll break the chaing of the Oh brethren, T carry you with me Ffull realisation of ¢ sheer inade- A
‘ : crucified moon, : A : ot quacy of what he chooses to term a
i We'll restore you your rights 0 my heart flowering with hopes. Short political history” 1 exposed ‘ .
!f And preserve the mor"iing from : Ruban I its varied manifestations and lima M
tl: the nighy of desires : S tations, and, might one write. ungra-
i T: no sale and purchase rule } / friends, who spread he ciousness, : N
No boat remains withouy sails, Oh my fi 1ends, who spread the AL the timie of the people'sirevolution a2
fragrance of strugele around in April 1973, the author was in the ]
: With my Teeth : Rise against the exploiters who service of the Chogyal, and as such he e

'1'1 With my teeth

clipped my wines. 5 the last PETson to be in any posi.
. 3 gs.

| i1 By my side g multitude of men tion to poing criticising fingers at 3 S
11 1 shall proteet every inch of my soil iy ; ' : : those who are very much in the 18 g
d flled with wounds, vortex of Sikkim politics. He tooko e
Thrown on vast frovitiers, yearns good (care to he our of the Fnfire =
For Frontier contact for the rightful home e csraped the shooting it =
it Enliigs  the eaeles: wing oo gricvoys lathi charges, tear-gas, etcs s
| NAVODYA PUBLISHERS, -hlarge the eagle’s wings stronger Can such a person write aboug the :
{ than gale : Revolution }  The sickening gossip
Eluru Road, The oppressors dows understand . he magnifies inito “history”, makes .
: humility and imprecation  liresome reading for the “sogscent. -
I Vijayawada-2 - it 4 TFhe very facy that (he Sikkim&ye e
. » But they do the strong men rushing People could launch the SticcessF- " . «
Andhra Pradesh. to (battlefeld, April Revolution ag the clarion call i
. - >
'Ce a =
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= L bendup Dorji-Khalgsatpa
(ﬁ_.r._. amply proves Mr Bas-

POLITICAL @ Sl prophet.
U ke where the Nepalese are
peietmingly in a majority, Kazi
Dorji, non-communal and
to the minority communi-
‘;_;..,«.._"ivd-{llc movement of the
smese masses and led them to a

DefTht,

the author o
101t political

hipp on  hijs peratic set-up; in  Sikkim. Let
0 hig long Basnet search his own hearp and
eMtral  TJail, Bt afraid of the truth.

CIA activi- S & matter of the “rice move-
lowed by his p the author does not appeai

1 from Nepa Bt thar had the Sikkim Natioti-

1 the blurh Waeeress launched 3 demonstra-
But for 4 o= that issue, it would have been
the Sikkim @eatised affair  pertafning to an

as either i gemic question and not a politi-

the dubious

oenz
vhen all the s for the “kidoappivg” of Shri
micle  took B Gurung, Publicity Searetary of
Sikkim National Congress, if the
4 noy very Br s remarke are correct, how was

11 the ‘avail-
¢y period of
t, and W4

(Sarung died with the Kazi
s name on hig Il\p%f
i‘- short, the book is tiresome from

licitly and saming ‘to and, juvenile, full of
hers, from wepresentations, cheap iWSinua-
pear slasits S and snide remarks thag smack
n ﬁdepf(d pealousy of other Sikkimese.
tiess  and E. R. M.
ist, but it

[I that tg.

. Inkdey A Spoiled Show

to term a

s exposed

and lima MuricANkKA SExKHAR RAy

ite, ungra. 43
: R CNIRFKHA ig Mahesh Kdul's
réevolution & wuting gift, completed after his
yas ini the S under the supervision of
as guch he pskesh Mukherjee. At places,
any posi- S harks back (o ‘the period of
NgEr; at - e film making in the thinties,
h in lho b sden davs of Bombay Talkies
He -took Wrabhat, in 'the ht}n‘lk‘i\]l:t[ res-
he T-‘Tﬂﬁ-v and mature treatmeny of the
Ring 577 - The basic story-idea, it
23S, etc! sers original, 1y intetestings at
Bour the re - s the hrst half. g'lili(‘ \'i
E gossip B, 2 widower, fails in love™wi
makes 5 #: who lt_:i'.h{"& the Chl]th‘ﬂll.
pescenti,  * feriomn are mutbual, bug Sharda
Bkim&ye B 2oy proposal of marriage be:
Rocesseth N\ e atormenting hangover from
Bon Cxl - st A flashback shpws 'that
1974 . NL27. 1974

I
A
PRUNTIEF

she was seduced and aPpandoned with
a child. Sanjeev, of course, would
not listen to any excuses and is bent
upon marrying her. Bug his mother-
indaw has other plans for protect-
ting her “Khan-dan™, and jn a
Camille-type encounter with Sharda,
sida succeeds ) lpersuading Shagda
‘to leave Sanpeev. Sanjeev lis now
full of remorse, but tle kids come W
his rescue. They run away ffom
the house in search of their “auntic”
ardd  find her in a cave-lemple.
Sanjecv ig only too glad (o take her
back, bur she mmyoses a condition.
She will return, but ngt as a bride-
to-be, only as a maid of the house
and Sanjeev mus; marry a girl of
his family's choice, Sanjeev accepts
and a marriage is arranged. Bindu
comes handy for a marriage of con-
venience so thay she can carry on
her, affair with thier impecuniojus
lover. »

At the start of the ritual on the
screen, hiowever, (thede jwas [load-
shedding in the theatre and I came
oup dissappointed a¢ missing the real
dramatic tangle of the film. Up to
this point, the film did hold some
promise in spite of its occasional
lapses into banality, There was no
conventional romandedroutine laged
with songs and dances. There was
not much of sentimentality and no
rolling eyed villain, if you would
only forget about the rapast. And
the (vampish antics of Biidud and
the horsey clowning by Asrani were
merdifully wvery briéf. And there
was Sharda with her easy grace. So
there were justified groundg for ex-
pecting much better things ap the
end where
ing up subtle emotional conflicts,
Thus I continued to curse the
power-cut until 1 heard abouy the
climax from a friend of mine. It

was boundless , stupidity Sanjeey
Kumar pretended to  be  roaving
drunk, and sang a song. Slarda re-

monstrated with a [song. Sanjeev’s
mothe-in-law now undemstood then
real feelings avd changed her deci
siog and ordered Sanjeev to marry
Sharda. The ‘'lucklers Bindu had
alsd hé redemption, for ‘her lover

there was scope for build-

came back-as a millionaire, being
the winner of a number of lottery
prizes. And all lived happily (here-
after. Indeed, here was deus-ex-
machina v full blagt” Tor once, I
blessed the power shortage, )

Far From The
Madding Crowd

SANDIp SARKAR

beeni in-
so when

HIS arg critic had nog

vited by Vasant Pandit,
he came to learn of his exhi-
bition at the Academy of Five Arts
he hesitated a bit, Besides who had
heard of Vasant Pandit?

Mr Pandit covers ithe Calcutta
High' Court |proceedings for a law
journal, When the couit is closed
he goes home Maharashtra to
work for a leprosy colony in a jum-
gle with his friends. He digs wells,
constructs roads and puts up build-
ings for sufferers. He told me, com-
munism by all means, but we must
prepare ourselves for it. We must
learn to serve. His wife has trai-
lated Abanindranath’s Khirer Putul,
Atin  Bapnerjee’s Nilkontho Pakhir
Khonjey and Sukanta Bhattacharya’s
poems into Marathi.

Pandit himself admitg that he is
indebetd (o Bengal—especially to
artists who had excelled in landscape
painting such as Abanindranath and
Gopal Ghose. He has nog only re-
paid lis debt with interest but seg out
on his own and Hourished.

His miniature water-colour lands-
capes are delicate and yer powerfully
executed. Hig vertical and horizontal
lines have motion, ludidly and bril-
liance. He has been able to Kdep
the transparenwy watercolour effect
and at the same time bring in the
opaque quality of oils where neces-
sary. He has created fine gradations
of texture avil hag woven this skil-
fully inot the whele. 'Ehere is some-
thing profound in his gpproach.

Each painting %s like' a sontet—
compact,  precisel, the strokrd tare
harmonised "and the colours ml.ll 15—

to
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AN APPEAL

In view of the acute shortage of
newsprint and the rising cost of
everything under the sun, we re-
duced the number of pages and
increased the price of ‘Frontier’.
But it is difficult to keep pace with a
the run-away inflation.

We are therefore compelled to
appeal to our readers and well- _
wishers for donations to ‘Frontier’. -
We do so reluctantly, for we are '
aware of the general haraship.
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boldly. While looking at his
ore forgets the technical side
sally his skill. The beauty of
Ben forests, the -lonliness and
Bty of pature engulf him. Ore
the faint rustle of the wind
be 1t uses the trees ag violins. He
mtes the * magnificene sky, the
we holls, - the m:lﬁf-lu nude rocks

& sunrise to sundown, The colours,

mood, and the nuatices change as
sunn travels from east to west in
Bery chariot, Then the evening
i and the glow of the western
seredes as darkness advances step
Vasany Pandit hag captur-
mood of the forest, the grand-
solitary places without brin-
himsell There is something
sense of mystery that
mysticism. One sees how

| enitg
iy

o

on

» earth looked when it was unin-

Bted. Mr Pandit’s with
Butibushan [:.L."lt"l'lit'li.g
hiwdly be messed, yet
Bing literary in his [.:r:u‘.ﬂmgf.; for
ything has been translated into
visual kdiom.
T the- bugs of surrealism and
are laying many artists, low,

Pandit has ]1H|\El| himgself

affinity

there 1s

WSGT

ne. For thig one should com™

ter him.

'p.ing's
1S. Boys Go Home,

:e Weapons Move In

AKI0 YAMAKAWA

Using Cold War rheto-
the U.S.

“contazment

ey from the 1950s,

meament says that

psian communism’’

necessitates
e

fee a major air avid naval \ase

Garcia in the Iudf-mr‘i)t‘*ﬂ
estlemeny” diready  strengtheted

S mival bases in Japan, Micro-

she Philippines.and Thailand,

Pentacon hhs anhounced that

97

74

Arynyak.

FRONTIER

it plans a two-year, $75 million pro-
gramme to build a 8,600 meter run-
way for B-52 bombers and C-5 Gal-
axieg plus new pory facilities for
nyclear submarines and = aircrafy
camiers at the. Diego Gargla atoll

The announcemeng has sent shock
waves throughout Asia, including
the rim of Asia already utder U.S.

mikitary contrdl.

Some of the loudest protests have
come from countries the U.S. says its
plan will defend and benefit—India
and Sri Lanka. Both nationg have
been pushing futilely for a nuclear-
free and neutral “sea peace’ in
the Indian QOcean.

I'he outery has also been strong
in Japan where, m mid-March, all
major Tewspapers ran daily acoounts
of developments regarding U.S. mili-
Garcia

of

tary strategy in the Diego
move, Japanese, who 'since ' ithe
“end” of the Vietham war have wit-

hessed the home-porting of the air-
craft carrier Mitlw:l}' at Yokosuka and
increased Air Force and Marine ac-
tivity in Okinawa, have a special in-
terest #n thig |plan, for it is pary of
a strategy into which their Seclf De-
fence Forces are to be integrated as
pary of the “total force” omce advo-
cated by Melvin Laird.

\\'lnlf. il’umlnnn pnl)l‘u: rielations
men talk about the U.S. “withdrawal
from Asia”, the people of Asia see
steady, coordinated increases in U.S,
fire-power, especially nuclear.

The U.S. buildup, geographically
and ‘tactically |:001'il'inatlcd by the
new Unified Command Structure of
the four armed services, is ostensibly
based on the need for “parity” with
tde expanding Soviet naval presetice
in Asian waters. The U.S. Govern-
ment says thag the 20 to 30 Soviet
destroyers and missile cruisers already
‘n- the Indian Ocean will open the
door to naval domination of thag oc-
ean once the Suez Canal is reopened.
This argument is the Penitagon’s ace-
card in trying to convince the Ame-
rican, people to pay a record $87.73
billion for military agtivitieg in the
Fiscal year 1975 (beginning July 1).

Behind this Cold War rhetoric lies
a * miore fundamental celicern: re-

jsountces, especially vil. As General
Creighton Abrams recently told the
Senate Armed Sérvices Commilitee:
“O1l may be only the firsg of manly
vital resources used ag sirategid wea-
pons against us, The threat is multi-
dimensional—and wvery real.”

In the privacy of the Sevate com-
mittee room, Abrams did nog single
out, the Sovier Union as the rationale
for fiscal year 1975 build-ups in the
hmilitarry. Rather, he implied that
Us. military force mighi be used to
lean on any mnation, pro-or anti-
American, which ‘threatens the, flow
of basic resources to the U.S. and its
major allies, including Japan. Spe-
cifically, he said thag the build-ups
would provide “leverage in negotias
t‘ons with friendg as well as foes™ re-
garding resources.

The geopolitical realities of world
resources have led Japanese nuling
cirdles to quiet buy strong support of
the current U.S. “speak softly apd
carty a big stick™ strategy.Japanese
businessmen and their clients in the
Tanaka Cabiver have welcomed the

[post-Vigtnam war U.S. military build-

ups inside Japan, and they are even
more fayourably inclivied toward the
Diego Garcka scheme. The reason
is simple; the Indian Ogean is Japan's
life-line niot only for Midesy oil but
for growing mports of natural jre-
sources fom Afica.

Although the resources crunch has
come earlier than excpected, and thus
has increased the tempo of U.S. mili-
tary deployment /in Asia, the basic
plans were on the drawing boards.as
early as 1971. At that time, the U.S.
was tlose to defeqt and withdrawal
in Vietnam and started mapping the
(postwar strategy now being implemen-
ted.JThe thrust of the Nikon Doc-
tive strategy is \or Apiahs to fight
the ground wars, backed up by US.
support from the air and sea.

Since 1971, moves have been under-
way to transform Micronesia ifto a
largescale base. A 4,700.meter run-
way was completed last fall on Maju-
lo Island, and others ave being plat-
ned. A telecommunicition coordis
nation system has been compleled by
the U.S. forces in Guam, and Omega

‘"-l 5



L= 1973 for use in training,

=

radar cent‘res are nearing completion
i Japan and Australia. (The Omega
System will permit Polaris submarines
to fire their missiles from undetedta-
ble positions™an the ocean floor, with
increased agefracy based o “fixes”
of position determined through Ithe
gigantic Omega (owers)

In the September 28, 1971 version
of the US. Air Force’s “Basic Doct-
rite”, the Pentagon adopted what
was to become known as its, “Flexi-
ble Nuclear Response Strategy”. Con-
fidential Pentagoa paper bearing
that date were |presented to the Japa-
nese Diet in early February. The
papers say that, in order to inarease
options for “wiider mibitairy-politdcal
initiative”, the U.S. should e pre-
pafied for “smallscale nuclear fwar”
as well as largescale nudlear war.

Part of this strategy is the dloser
Integration of Japan's SDF into U.S.
military planning. The Diet revela-
tions included the fact I'that 1,500
copies of the Japaviese translation of
the “Basic Dodtrine” have been dis-
fibuted to locdl unifs of the Ajr
Self Defencd Force stncd Mardh i i
Chapters
included fin the training material
cover such opics as “Light N-opera-
tions”, “Heavy N-operatio®s”, and
“Operations for the Maintenance of
Domestic Peace in Foreign Gountries”,
all of which should be irrelevan; to
the SDF, which i donstitutionally
forbidden nuclear arms and overseas
action,

Meanwhile, U.S. forces in Asiy are
being reorgatized for greater mobili-
ty, with Okinawa becoming the cen-
tral lcommant post for thel whole
military complex in Northeast Asia.
The receny shut-down of several U.S.
bases in mainland Japan signifies trans.
fers to Okinawa rather than the troops’
return home.

Twenty-three military facilities are
being  reinforced, including ten
to be strengthened within this

For Frontier contact
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Near Bank of India,
Bhadra,

year. A mimber of Air Force
and Marin¢ units moved from
Vietham (o Okinawa in the past

year, includivg fighter air-borne com-
panies of the 7th and 13th U.S. Air
Command. The U.S. 5th Air Force's
headquarters near Tokyo is being clos-
ed, with the $13th Air Division on
Okinawa picking up some of the res-
ponsibilityl  And {the US ‘Army's
Camp Zama theadquasiters, ‘ako nea
Tokyo, is expected to be moved to
Okinawa it the near future

U.S. ‘Marines have also become
more conspiouous in Okinawa—and
in South Korea where they recently
completed “military exercises” after

being airlifted from Okinawa in a
mock emergency situation, The Marine
Greer Berer units are instructing Army
and Air Foree personnél in their mar-
tial  arls, Meanwhile, the Manine
bases in Iwakuni (Mainland Japan)
and Okinawa have been unusually ac-
tive since the first of the year air-
lifting. bombs, muditions and chel
mical warfare Wweapons to unknown
points,

Mariye BLTs (Batallion Landing
Teams) have been. incueased in
Okinawa, and there are indicatioms
that, if and when there is a2 US.
troop ‘putll-back #rom South Korfea,
these BLTs will be further inareased
to fill in the holes in the ROK's
600,000.man  Army.

The growing importance of Oki.
nawa for the American strategy has
raised ity position iw Japanese stra-
tegy as well. Reflecting these deve-
lopments, ‘the rank of the comman-
der of the SDF’s Southwest Air Divi.
sion, stationed in Okinawa daipite
residents’ protests, hag recenitly been
clevated from major general lto!
general.

The reorganization of U.S.-Japan
forces and the development of Die-
go Garcia as a major base are [Fant
of the samie overarching structure—
a US. military formation with n-
dependeit nuglear cajpadity resting:
on key points in Hawaii, Yokesuka
in mainland Japan, Okinawa; Subic
Bay in the Philippines, Satahip Air
Base in Thailand, and Diego Garcia.

(New Asia News, March 28, 1974)

Letters

Gramsci .

Alppropos M. S. Prabhakar's review
(23-3-74) of Daily Life in Revolu-
tionfry China, Mrs Macdiocchi, an
Italian Marxist, examines Chinese
reality and Mao Tse-tung thoughy in
the light of Gramscian thought, This
is one of the remarkable features of
her study which makes*it somewhat
different from the studies of Hinton
or Jan Myrdal. The resulg is infter-
estitg. Here in India the followers
of Mao'y thought show no awareness
of Gramsci’s writings and Gramsci’s

thought is distorted by the revisi™ 08
Bug T think, Gramsci's writings,

ists.
for example, on Risorgimento or the
Southern Question, are very much re-
levant to us. Gramsgy on cultude
must be read by every Marxist, 3

Alccording to Maccioechi, “Gramasci
should be reread in the light of the
Cultural Revolution, The mansier

poses the
problem of class hegemony provides
a key the interpretation of the,
thonght of Mao Tse-tung during the
Cultural Revolutio™, especially with

i which he theoretical

to

with regard (o0 the transformation™;
class hegemony into the”proletarian
democracy and the limitation of the.
repressive aspece of the State”. affter
Macdicicchi
analyses the affinities between Gram-

this geteral statemen
sci's theoretical formation and Mao's

thought on cultural revolution, It

15 really remarkable tha; am Italian

Marxist who is influenced by Gram-
sci's thought and whose vision is built

-
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Walk about freely,
airily and coolly.
Walk in Bata Sandals
and Chappals for
comfort and
protection.
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