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ASSOCIATE STATE

HE role of the Yahya Khans and the Chogyals which this subcom
throws up is to provide Mrs Gandhi with a pretext for external adv
tures in the name of demoeracy. ls there any genuine democracy in Sik
under the new constitution? The Chief Executive, an’ Indian, is the
boss there, with powers to override the decisions of even the most JO%
ministers one can think of. The famous elections in which the m
Congress won 31 of the 32 seats were held in the massive presence of |
Indian army—a permaneng fixture-—and para-military forces, and by p
and personalities whose role is becoming increasingly ~quizzical, now
verbal opposition to a figurehead amounts to demagogic distraction.
Chogyal was cut down to size, but the people of Sikkim were mnot upgra
to genuine democracy this summer under a constitution drafted by India
and accepted by leaders who have now reduced the democratic process to.
mockery by their unseemly haste to neck and-hug New Delhi.

The constitution, drafted in haste, has loopholes. For instance,
request for Sikkimese representation in the Indian Parliament should have
forwarded through the Chogyal. In India questione have heen raised as to
propriety of admitting a monarchy into a republic, and vhether the "Asso
State' status will not be claimed later by, say,| Tamil Nadu, Nagaland or Mizo
or Kashmir. But Mre Gandhi’s Government is seldom checkmated by ai
argument. i T

This time the reaction in China and Nepal has been instant and s
Some Indian property has been damaged in Kathmandu and the Ind
Ambassador has angrily protested, more than once. The fact that Nepal,
tandlocked country, depends to a large extent on India for aid and trade will
restrain her criticism, if not her silent resentment. Another restraining fa
i the fear that Nepali Congress leaders sheltering in India may be encoun
tef do something. Nepal has had enough trouble with the Khampas on
Tibetan border, some of whom are said to have moved into Sikkim. The
connection with the Khampua is not broken yet. :

China sees in the latest Indian action another instance of Russian
couragement. In Sikkim a huge Indian army faces the Chinese and a Po
interested in keeping China at bay should also be interested in India’s ti
ing her grip over Sikkim. It is also a curious fact [that New Delhi, d
its professed desire for tranquillity in South Asia, is often upsetting the balance tt
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deliberately. The reverberations of the
May explosion had hardly died down.
when it acted over Sikkim, creating a
~ furore and a setback to the prospects
~ of better relations with Peking. Is it
~ because the economic situation in the
~ country is getting so desperate that des-
. perate actions, by way of distraction,
" have to be staged? This cannot be the
 whole explanation. The arrogance of
- the Indian Government, {pased on the
~ Russian umbrella, has of late become
- more reckless because the USA is in-
~ dulgent towards a New Delhi throwing

Nixon’s

It is the Chnstmas spirit.  The new
- US. President has granted, in a message
~ throbbing with compassion, full and
E'_:'al_:golute pardon to Richard M. Nixon,
- whom some misguided Americans call
~ one of the major criminals of this cen-
~ try. “Mr Richard Nixon and his lovea
- ones will continue to suffer, no matter
= jt'viml 1 do, no matter what we as a
.~ great and good nation can do together
1o make his goal of peace come true”,
~ says President Ford. Nixon's goal of
~ peace! Ask Indochina. Great and good
~ pation? Think of what the dope-
* addict Gls and Marines did on the
~ ground, sea and air over many countries
_in the past 20 years. However, this seems
to be a premature season for forgive-
ness, and Mr Nixon has been contrite
~ enough to tell the world that he will bear
 the cross of Watergate to the end of
~ his life.

~ But what aboul some of the great and
- good people who surrounded the Presi-
~ dent and served him and who are now
~ in deep trouble, because of that> Pre-
~ sident Ford will perhaps extend his
~ compassion to them.

 These men got into trouble not be-
- cause they set in motion some of the
- most obnoxious operations against the
* fundamental rights of radical  indivi-
- dvals and  groups fighting for the
- cause of the people, but because they
~ looked upon their near rivals, men of
' their own class and temperament, as
~ enemies. By doing this the lex-Presi-
~ dent violated the rules of the game.
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Something is smelly.
by the way, should Republican
with the
Indian army in Ladakh and go to

its weight about.
Why,
Senator Percy spend some time

Bhutan? As for his remark that the
Indian army is so good that it needs no
external assistance, he seems to have
forgotten the Russian aid and advice
which keep it going. However, Mz
Swaran Singh will feel and bargain
better in the Kremlin with the Sikkim
feather in his cap. But what's cooking

really? That is the question.

Cross

The Democrats were not real enemies

of his class, buy he used some of the
means against them which his prede-
cessors and his own organisations have
been using against radical groups, white
or black. Let us not speak again of
the crimes Mr Nixon and his predeces-
sors commilted in their external poli-
cies. (The day Mr Ford announced
his pardon coincided with the disclosure
of Mr Nixon’s CIA aid to topple
Allende.)  These, except for brief pe-
riods, did mnot stir the American libe-
rals out of their sleep. What did up-
set them was that Mr Nixon should
classify as his enemies men like Thomas
Watson of IBM, Edwin Land of Pola-
roid, James Reston and McGeorge
Bundy. This was the fatal flaw of the
Nixon Administration, and not, for ins-

tance, clandestine programmes drawn up
misdirect,

by the FBI to “expose, disrupt,
discredit, or otherwise neutralise the
activities of black nationalist, hate-type
organisations and groupings, their Jead-
ership, spokesmen, membership, and
supporters”. These did not goad the
liberal press to protest overmuch and
take on campaigns of exposure.

The departure of Mr Nixon does not
mean that the U.S. administration will

not continue to be criminal when | it
suits it, at home and
Nixon was blunt.

vicious American power.

abroad. Mr
But the dovish coo-
ings of Mr Ford will not tame the hawk
or the eagle that is symbolical of the
As for a

cleaner administration, let us not bother
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"Tv deputy mumis-
art of India, mot
Minister, can take -

ies in hig stride any 1

about Watergate.

ter of State in an
to speak of the P~
quite a few Wate'a.
day.

Little To Eat

For the twenty-seventh year in  suc-
cession since 1947 one again sees the :
annual syndrome Vof drought, famine,
and massive exodus of rural people to
the rities, making a mockery of the
Government’s food and agricultural
policies. The failure of the food po-
licy, which was framed at the direc-
tion of vested interests, has now brought
famine to the countryside of West Be*%‘_,,.
gal, as elsewhere. There are repor®
of 'starvation deaths in several West
Bengal districts, particularly -n Ban-
kura, Purulia, Midnapore and Murshi-
dabad. Some parts of the Sunderbans
are also facing starvation. The ration
ing system does mot exist in€ vil-
lages. Rice is not to be Yiad there
since the rice stock has bcen lifted in
the name of procurement by~ the gov-
ernment procuring agents to feed Cal- ©
cutta and other urban areas. The West
Bengal Governor, Mr A. L. Dias, dur-
ing his recent tour of Midnapore vil-
lages saw people in the countryside ¢@t-
ing grass instead of any kind of

People are dying !fromi starval
At least nine people incluriny five men o
died so during a.week m Bankura.
Hundreds of starving people are leaving
their homes in search of work and
food. Conditions throughout the coun-
tryside in Bankura. Purulia, Mi
and Murshidabad remind o ot the
famine of 1943. The Government 1s
yet to admit that its food policy has been

anti-people.  The complacent  rulers

and the Congress leaders are blaming
the many deaths on malnut ition rather
than on starvation. W@Lhe dif-
ference? Nearly 75 per cent wf *the

1.6 million people in P % “JfEer

have forgotten the tas!

wheat for months. T

living on one meal a day of a ¢ of

grounded maize. milo or seeds of a

type of grass grovm in the district.

Never before in the History of Purulia
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had the price of rge shot up to Rs. 5
or Re. 6 a kilo. ‘T.ﬁ‘mng a period of
food shortage, ma.n;.;{people die after
~ taking things not Bt o be eaten. But
such cases are not o‘iﬁ%ially regarded as
firvation deaths. Midmapore, where
such deaths often oceur, is India’s third
largest district, *having a population of

57 million. There are nearly three

million landless peasants, only one-tenth

of whom are covered by the modified
_ rabtioning  system. The rest have to
fend for themselves. _

That the food policy of West Bengal
hae been a corrupt one is admitted
even by a section of the Congress lead-
ors. Last week, at the general council
meeting of the Pradesh Congress Com-
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- bility of procurement was given to rice
q: e who had “failed” to collect even
the 25 per cent of the levy (3.5 lakh
tonnes) they were supposed to procure
and hand over to the Government.
The rice mills, they said, were allowed

‘to pracure a huge stock of paddy and
divert I to their secret godowns. Since

t had no control over the
husking machines in the
countryside, the hoarded stock of paddy
was  processed by these and
<old on the blackmarket. No action was
taken against any of the rice millers

the Gov

-:_; i~ the State because they contribute to

thé” Congress party fund.

“™Bpother reagon for the acute distress
W the ruyfareas is the Government’s
failure to siv. wages in foodgrains un-

' =_  der the test relief schemes. The maxi-
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mum wage is Rs. 2 with which one
cannot buy a kilo of wheat or rice on
the open market. With limited employ-
mient Svenues open, the distress of the
middle-class people is acute, for they
are not covered by gratuitous relief

" -
j = schemes.

Two Worlds

" TAfter twenty-three years of planning
_years of garibi hatao, the

mars in Calcutta keeps
on_swiling, SEvery <y thousands of
peopic “tream into the city seeking a

morsel of food. The ranks of pavement
dwellers keep on growing. As for - the
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mittee, they wanted to know why responsi-
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villages, the less said the better. As
pointed out earlier, those who cannot
manage to live on grass and herbs are
dying out of “malnutrition”. Many
villagers have not taken rice for a long
time. Fish or milk has become a pie
in the sky. They have nothing to eat,
nothing to wear. All this is due, we
are told, to the blackmarketeers, the rain
god and the people’s own callousness.
Isn't Government doing all that it can,
although the odds are formidable? But
wait, things will take a turn for the
better soon and everything will be fine.
How, nobody knows. In the mean time
the situation moves towards a blow-up.
But neither the popular government
nor the honoured legislators have much
time to discuss these issues. They
spend hours on the import licence scan-
dal but can hardly spare time to find
out what, if anything, could be done to
alleviate the people’s misery. [t is now
two worlds: one of the people who
must suffer and starve, another of those,|
more privileged, who must go on mak-
ing all the money and all the noises.
But this is an artificial dichotomy, and
sooner or later, it will be obliterated.
That would be the day of reckoning.
There is no dearth of explanations
and statistics to underline why such a
situation has arisen. The food crop has
not been very bad but the distribution
system has failed us. It was all in the
public interest that the Government
decided to hand back the wholesale trade
in wheat to traders, but they have not
followed the ground rules. The Govern-
ment has warned them of the conse-
guence, nothing more. [¢ is not sitting
idle, though. Already it has started beg-
ging for food once again from the
USA and the USSR, and hopes to get
something soon. It has not allowed
false prestige to stand in the way. And
this has happened when we have all
the land and the people to produce
just enough food to meet our needs.
Here again the vested interests are so
deeply entrenched that the cultivators get
hardly much of the fruit of their toil,
the bulk of it being cornered by the
rich peasantry. For all these years, we
have been talking about doing some-
thing about these problems. Must lwe
go on talking for another millenmium?

i A
e

Mizo

SHUKLA

1HE temptation to generalise and
over-simplify the issues involved
in the troubles on our north-castera
border notwithstanding, it would neither
be discreet nor helpful to lump the Mizo|
“insurgency’” with the Naga discontent
and equate the two. This only freezes
the problem and inhibits an open du-
cussion towards realistic solutions which
we foreclose by branding all trouble
insurgency and proceed to deal with
same as a matter of law and order. There
is no gainsaying that a part of it has
to be, in any case, a law and order
problem, but let us add, only a et
small part. If the premise is formulate
cleatly and correctly—not bureaucral
cally——the exposition can be ma
multi-faceted and the problem tac

fruitfully.
The Nagas, for instance, have never
admitted to be Indians. The greatest

hitch in hammering out a solution to
Naga problem hinges on this fact. 1
insistence on being regarded historicall
as an independent entity and never
having been part of the Indian polity—
Hindu, Muslim or British—deserves syr
pathetic recognition. Once it is recog-
nised, the other steps towards a solu ion
become somewhat easy. Conceding
this claim would not, ipso facto, imply =
a sanction for secession, Nor, as is pro- =
jected by the  obtuse bureaucracy.
would it in any way weaken the position
of New Delhi in its efforts at reaching
a settlement of the problem. -

Words play mischief. They
mine attitudes and  responses.
Mr Jayaprakash Narayan was ass i
ed with the Rev Michael Scot; mission
engaged in peace-making in Nagal,
he was repeatedly asked by the Na
if he regarded them as hostiles or §
riots. JP saw the sentiment behind th
question and did not damn the fighters
as hostiles. By branding a fighting peo-
ple as outlaws we can simplify the penal
action and legitimise white terror, but
to no avail. For, our behavionr then

deter




tion zmy. our locus s:andl that of an
'\ imperialist power or of the successor lo
. .another. This makes for hardening of
attitudes ana  stasis.  Officious  self-
<5 righteousness i no s ute for state-
B Ceraft,
‘This aside on  Nagaiand is relevant
~ to an understanding of the Mizo ques-
~ tion. The same bunglings and the
- same opacity have characterised the
~ New Delhi moves in the case of Mizo-
ram so far. Whether it was by design
~ or accident—nothing is by accident in
- matterd of state—regrettably and un-
~ wittingly, New Delhi has made things
- difficult for itself in a strange series of
- wrong decisions. When the Mizoran
- Chief Minister was 'in New Delhi, he
- had to wait for several days before he
~ could receive an audience with the
- PM and the Home Minister. And what
~ he was told finally to carry home was
ot much, and nothing to feel happy
' My  Chhunga's  returning
mﬁy—ha.ndcd has helped nothing and
- damaged much.
It is easy any day to “pacify” a popu-
 lation of 250,000 that inhabits Mizoram.
- And the Mizos have had repeated taste
| of the "pacification” offensive launched
. by our military and air force.  The
- Mizos are the most highly educated
. among the tribal people.  Christianity
. s the religion of 96.999 people of this
; State of 8,134 sq. miles. It is such
| people tha are being “protected”. From
 their own peoplc Just as the Mizos
~ know what ‘‘pacification” is, they are
. learning at a heavy cost to the national
~ fabric, and 1in terms of pain and blood,
~ what “protection” signifies.  But these
~ specifics did not prove effective elsewhere
in the world in nearly similar situations,
. Is there any reason they should succeed
. here?
Unlike the Nagas, the Mizos have never
[ regarded themselves anything but Indian.
. They did not even demand secession at
~ any stage or in any constitutional par-
~ leys. The British had put firmly down
- their demand for representation in the
~ Assam Assembly. They were kept be-
~ yoid the purview of Government of India
~ Acts, 1919 and 1935, and were directly
‘mled by British officers in the most au-
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thoritarian manner. Not even a sem-
blance of political activity was allowed
to them. Whenever they sought to be
heard they were ruthlessly crushed by
the British. Their clamour for inclusion
under the 1919 Act and their attempt to
form an organisation led to their arrest
and long terms in prison.

Mr McCall (1932-1943), the District
Officer, realising that the British rule would
soon come to an end, floated the sugges-
tion that “the mountainous areas of Eastern:
India and northern Burma be kept under
the trusteeship of the League of Nations”.
But it needs being recalled that it was
his parting kick (we know the plight of
South-West Africa under trusteeship) out
of imperial spite. The local people had
nothing to do with this demand, nor did
he deem it necessary to involve them in
determining their future. The Mizos had
known enough from experience of the
British aims and attitudes. Continuation
of the alien white's rule through the proxy
of the League of Nations could not en-
thuse them. The proposal died the death
it deserved.

His successor. Mr Macdonald, drew
up a plan envisaging a constitutional set-
up for the Mizo Hills. It was to have
included a part of Burma with access
to the sea in the Bay of Bengal, It sti-
pulated maximum autonomy for the peo-
ple except that a few subjects like de-
fence, external affairs ete., would remain
vested in the hands of the Government
of India. Even though Mr Macdonald
succeeded in getting it approved by a
rigged-up Mizo Council comprising chiefs
and their nominees, all yesmen of the
British, bought over with the bait of pri-
vileges, the Mizo public, in general re-
acted to these proposals very sharply and|
rejected the mischievous documeng out-
right.

Coupland Plan

Nearly simultaneously, Prof Coupland,
a renowned constitutional expert, for-
mulated a plan for the creation of a
Crown Colony of Eastern Agency, inde-
pendent of both Burma and India, and
comprising  the hill areas of Assam
and Burma. The most influential poli-
tical party founded after the Second
World War, the Mizo Union. turned
down the plan and expressed itself in
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favour of an aute=smous political ar-
rangement for th- Mizos within India.
It is significan; =t the rival political
party, called the United Mizo Freedom
Organisation, which had for its planks
secession and a State consisting of the
Mizo areas of Assam and East Pakistan
integrated with the Udion of Burma,
failed to sway public opinion in its fa-
vour, and its ambition remained abor-
tive. Thus, the Mizo people repeatedly
turned their face against any move to -
cut adrift from India, or join Burma, or
become a separate sovereignty.

It s in this background that Mizo
frustation and armed clashes since 1947
should be comsidered. To their constet-
nation they found themselves not count-
ed but corralled with a show of arms
by an invading and occupying (pos=
whose ferocity they found shockingly
wanton and wholly unwarranted. This
shattered their dreams and led to a
sad and bitter disenchantment as far as
the Indian Government was concerned-

What both the Nagas and MEO/; could
not reconcile to was seemipély to them
a double standard of beha¥iour on New _
Delhi’s par; in its indulgente of insur-
gency and chronic misbehaviour against
the outsiders by the hostiles ‘and ‘the
local populace of another ethnic branch
of theirs settled in Manipur, c‘a_&::d
Meitets. There has long been a e
of ‘injury and redentment aga.ms;'ﬂ'f"s(-
‘partiality’ and it has oﬂx}’ acerBated,
albeit ancillarily but always, the already
tense situztion. No tnb&as been guil-
ty of misconduct or meanness, cruelty
ot coercion, as far the civilian males and
females of other linguistic groups in these
areas are concerned. Wherods their
ethnic collateral in Manipur valley has
never had its insurgency similarly oppos-
ed in the Indian press, nor did it draw the =

b
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ame reprisals from the Indian army, eveii
though its persecution of and marauding

€ _ on ‘the outsiders have remained habi-
E tual and a daily occuirence. Mizos of
s srachandpur (Manipur) and Nagas in
£ this State and Nagaland bordering Burma:
E and Bangladesh have failed to grasp the
b rationale behind this invidious *prefer-
& ence. They thus saw ;viciousness re-
i warded and their nobility and gentleness
ly abused and penalised. If it was divide
6 & = and rule, it backhred as events have
¢ : witnessed. If it was solidarity with the
Hindus of the Imphal valley, who were “our

0 men’ after all, it was wrong on itwo
7 counts. One, the “conscious” Meiteis
I have repudiated Hinduism as an alien
t- aberration in several ways, and the ve-
neer of extrapolation has been very thin

. despite a lapse of centuries. Accultu-

¥ ration or identification with Indianism
i has been taboo in Manipur, it is vain
a te conceal it. Not so in the case of the
15 tribals. Those of them who embraced
+ Minduism, not many though, have done
dd so without any reservations and with a
& fullness that is surprising. Two, the
7 policy adoptéd by the Government of
[ " India, justifably suspect as smacking of
St favouritism wasted on a hostile people
& has paid, if at all, very dangerous divi-
5§ dends. Besides daily ‘events of discri-
sd mination and dishonour heaped on the
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linguistic ‘minorities, the Meiteis have
year after year held orgies of violence
and pogroms against the resident mino-
rities and unleashed terror of a variety
unimaginable in New Delhi or the rest
of the country. This lethal praxis and
‘lack of loyalty’, the tribals rightly argue,|
has never invited the white terror of the
Government of India that lesser events
of so-called violence in the tribal tracts
have done. The tribals—Mizos and
Nagas—ask in bewilderment, is it be-
cause we are untouchables for the Hindu
officials of the Government of India, as we
are for the Meiteis, who contemptuously
call us Haus. They point out the parallel
of Harijan-burning rampant in India,
the game of the uppercaste Hindus
dominant in our polity.

The issues in north-east India must be
stated without slurring or soft-pedalling
so that they are tackled meaningfully.
The phase of temporising is over. The
gerrymandering  perpetrated by  the
British for administrative purposes, best
served by keeping the nationalities frag-
mented geophysically, must be undone
now in consonace with |the wishes of
the people whose aspirations towards
cultural and geographical cohesion can-
not {aflord to be spurned as seditious
any more. This attitude, as so far, will
vemain  counter-productive, and allow
the sores of suspicion and suppression
to fester subterraneously. Nobody in-
terested in India’s viability as a nation-
State can feel but upset and alarmed
at the persistence of inflexibility in New
Delhi’s response to the situation on our
sensitive  borders. Farsightedness
about the national interests would seem
to demand a reversal, or at least a re-
vision, of the ‘“get tough” policy that
the Union Government recently announ-

ced it intended to follow with respect

to the most vulnerable and volatile among
our frontiers with other countries, friend-
ly and unfriendly. Unless New Delhi

evinces the capacity of magnanimity when
events warrant it, it cannot demand a

change of heart from the Mizos who have
been, for all one knows stonewalled.

As in the case of Nagaland, this is unfor-
tunate.

Vietnam : The Struggl
Continues :

(Karrim Essack talked to Madamg‘.;-i_
Nguyen Thi Binh, Foreign Minister of
the PRG, when she was in Dar-es-
Salaam for the 20th anniversary of
TANU). .

Q: The Paris Peace Agreement was
signed 17 months ago. Why is there
no peace in Vietnam? g

A: Peace has not been restored and
war continues but in a different form.
Our struggle is still the same as the
neitional movements  fighting agai{ut: -
colonialism and imperialism in Africa.
At present public opinion speaks little
about what is happening in  Vietnam.
There are those with obvious interests
who are ignoring what is taking place,
deliberately. But there are those friends
of ours in Africa and the . liberation
movements who believe that the Paris
Agreement has already solved the pro-
blems facing our country. If they hear
of a violation, they think it is one of
those flare-ups which soon will be
stamped out. Bur the situation in
Vietnam is more serious than what the
public believes. It is getting worse. :

Q: What is the cause? 2

A: As you know the US. tried by
all means to frustrate the signing of
the Paris Agreement. It is now trying
to create conditions so as to re-raise
the contents of the Paris Peace Agree-
ment. Everyone is aware that the aim
of the US. is o impose a neo-colonial-|
ist solution because of South Vietnam’s
strategic position. This, however, the
people of Vietnam are not prepared to
accept. The U.S. imperialists ‘believie
that once they give up South Vietnam,
then the oppressed colonial people in
other parts of the world will follow
Vietnam's example and strike at their

T
g

foreign oppressors and exploiters. (£
Q: How do you see the US. policy ;1
since the Paris Agreement? Has there
been any shift? -3
A: It is the same policy flowing from |

the Nizon doctrine of Vietnamisation of >

the war. It is using the puppet re-
gime of Thieu as its instrument. It
still has its military and naval bases in 3
A
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It uses its military men who
cast off their uniform and have
¥ become advisers, There are over
5,000 of them.

n spite of opposition from U.S. Con-
ss, the Nixon Administration has
en the puppet regime one billion
ars in military aid  and another
lon in economic aid. As you see,
15 a very large sum, more than
~ annual budget of most African
atries.  Qutside Vietnam the US.
to military bases in Thailand and
Philippines. The aim is to attack
am if the puppet regime shows
ns of collapsing,

- Q: How does the puppet Thieu re-
e fit into this?

‘A: The Thieu Administration has
sen used as an instrument by the U.S.
, carry out Vietnamisation, Its policy
s tbecoming more ‘and more bellicosg
| fascistic. It is deliberately sabota-
s the earnest aspiration of the people
Peace and National Concord, Since
signing, the Saigon Administration
violated the provisions 300,000 times
y its acts of aggression. It refuses to
gnise the Third Force mentioned in
Agreement. If it had its way 1t
vould also not recognise the PRG.

Seventeen months have elapsed and
till obdurately and stubbornly refuses
release 200,000 political prisoners.
ite zl] these the PRG proposed on
ch 22, 1974 six points, These are:
~ Observe immediate cease-fire; grant de-

cil of Reconciliation and Concord;

~ hold 'democratic  elections onle year
ter the cease-fire; and mutually reduce

med forces,

':'ﬂle crucial question 1is whether the

m by political means or by means
of wm" At present it is one of conti-
110us nggresslon By the fU.S The

Q How do you see the baiance of
- forces in South Vietnam?

- A: As you know, we were militari-
a terrible de-

feat on the U.S. aggressor tmpq Naw
with their withdrawal, we have grown
correspondingly  stronger. The puppet
troops are demoralised. Desertions are
soaring, The puppet soldiers, too, long
for peace and they are making their
way into the liberated areas in their
hundreds.

Today we control over three-quarters
of South Vietnam. Our liberated areas
extend from the 17th Parallel right up
to the southern tip in Ca Mau provinve.
We are much nearer Saigon than 25
km. which Western papers report.

Politically and diplomatically we have
made headway. We have a just cause
and therefore we have had worldwide
support. The urgent implementation of
the Paris Agreement reflects the urgent
desire for peace of the people of Viet-
nam. The Paris Agreemenl has becﬂme
our political and diplomatic weapon.
For 30 years the Vietnamese people have
known no other way of life but war.
The desire for peace then is an urgent
and burning question. It must become
a torrent. There is no question, the
balance of forces is definitely develop-
ing in favour of the patriotic forces.

Q: What is the position of the people
and political parties in areas still under
the control of the Saigon regime?

A: The people are not following
Thieu. They are with us politically. The
people’s political movements continue to
develop and this creates the conditions
where it is possible for us to launch
military operations right from within
the areas of the puppet regimes.

The latest reports that we have re-
ceived are that there are “Teach Ins”
by students and youth in cities like
Saigon and Da Nang., These are call-
ing for “Peace, National Concord, and
implementa:ion of the Paris Agreement".;
This rising wave of peoples protests is
Fr:ghtemng the Thieu regime. The re-
sult is more and more oppressive mea-
sures against those who oppose the mili-
tary regime. One thing is now clear.
The people are beginning to see that it
is Thieu and his regime which is stand-
ing in the way to peace in Vietnam.

The economy of the puppet regime
1s in dire straits. It was essentially gear-
ed in the service of the US. troops.
With the withdrawal, its foundation is

no longer in existence. Another reason
is that the Thieu regime's economic
policy is not aimed at improving the _
living standards of the people. In fact
they are just locting and pillaging the
people’s lands and their properties.

Q: What is the political line of the
PRG vis-a-vis the Paris Peace Agree-
ment and construction in the liberated
areas?

““A: As you know, the ~PRG
stands  for  independence, peace,
democracy, a neutral South Viet-

num and an eventual peaceful reunifi-
cation of the country. Our immediate
standpoint is that we are resolutely im-
plementing the Paris Peace Agreement.
We want the puppet Saigon regime and
the US. 10 do the same. However,,_xf
the Thieu Government wants to Wage "o
a war of aggression against our liberated
areas, then we decide to resolu-
tely punish them. This is to show the
people that while we want peace we
shall all the time protect and defend
their areas. Punishment is also to serve
as a warning to puppet troops that such
acts of aggressmn will lead o heav:er :
and more ignominious defeats.

We are going ahead with our ask of
reconstruction in our liberated areas
even though they have been subject o
barbarous and savage attacks. » |

Q: Kissinger has accused ghe & 1
DRVN and PRG of violating the 'Paris
Peace Agreement. What do you say to
this charge?’ v

A: One thing is very c[ear{. He
who createa obstacles to the signing of
the Peace Agreement is one who is sa- |
botaging the Agreement. Kissinger has
not only violated the Agreement by deeds
but recently in reply to Senator Kennedy|
said that the Paris Agreement poses new
commitments |by the US. to South
Vietnam. This means more military and
economic aid for the puppet regime in
gross violation of the Agreement

Q: What message have you for th
American people?

A: The Vl_etnamese‘f @mklf
ciate and value highly the’ ant “and
heroic efforts of the Amencan people i i)
the anti-war movement. :




you [aiel fright or comfort at _t|1-
NRR of 1.0 is often referred to as
lity at the replacement level, that

Talking About Population—II

* the

Sae . every mother today is lined up at t
-‘i‘ir . 3 Asox Mrraa rear with only one daughter to
* the OTHING at all, said C, as he took children, sons and daughters, whereas l('z]er li Bt perfo:mant;e of :hﬁd 3
sree- up the thread of his argument. On| the Gross* Reproduction Rate (GRR) 1 HELBuUBpLED. Ul 0
e children born, the probabilities are
ated the contrary, you have done well in includes only the number of daughters R 4 the oikidt
pushing me to. discuss the choices bom in a specific year. A simple way oneN\ER ef aI Ooyw?ﬁl L e;b;
PRG and implications straightaway. Let us of computing GRR is to multiply  the :.n '.rl barz to‘ b :Pea:; A o
: for argument’s sake imagine that right TFR by the proportion of female among &t ! toleath put OF Poten
— from today India's population just stays liveborn children (ie. the fraction of R A of which §
Viet- B i Y s ] Y population will be replaced one for
mific put, that is, India"s fertility rate drama- daughters born An NRR of less than 1.0, say 09
% tically comes down to the bare replace- ( ) . T
o ' int: in short the Net Reproduc- sons and daughters born 0.8 means less than one daughter
im- ".'mt e P 8 e up behind eack mother, in other
g tion Rate eqm.als 1.0. ‘ which is /reason- o Duimdation_belosthE- i L
ol - What is this Net Reproduction Rate aby a stable ratio, usually about 104 lovaloF at-cvebaally: deinal :
i - vou speak of, asked L. te 106 or 107 boys are born to every iatior': ' i 18858
%?;E . . his Rate or NRR as it is called by 100 girls,-
Eid " demographers, put in M, is a rather This is rather interesting, said L. war- Now tell us about the possible a
ilclu- complex measures reflecting both current ming, up. I can see how these rates cation of these handy tools, said _{V :
e fertility! and mortality conditions. In help demographers to look into the future ~ We might begin, interposed C,
i fact, it is rather a hypotheucal cons- more closely than crude birth rates. taking a rough measure of where
=y _ struction which, elusive in itself, yet Thanks, L. for conceding that demo- stand among our neighbours. Here
;em helps to get the hang of certain trends. graphers occasionally help to understand a table of as good guesses as ca
ik But before I come to the NRR let me pdablem. But ‘the more useful index knocked up, by Tomas Frejka, all
vies briefly mention what demographers call for looking into the future is what one for inadequacies in our data. =
= Age Specific Fertility Rates, the Total would call the Net Reproduction Rate How complex the paths fraversed
i Fertility Rate (TFR) and the Gross Re-  (NRR). It is a refinement on the AFR the future can be, if the TFR and m
: of production Rate (GRR). and GRR and represents the number tality pictures are different to sta
reas ~ Age Specific Fertility Rates indicate of daughters who would be born per even if two countries achieved the s:
i fo the level of fertility of women of speci- woman and survive at least to the age NRR at the same point in the future;
fied ages, usually on an annual basis. of their mother at the time of their own been shown with respect to India .
the For instance, that age specific fertility birth. The NRR gives the rate at which Bangladesh. For instance, in this
aris ~ “Hite of women of age group 25-29 is
‘to arrived at by dividing the number of Basic Demographic measures India Bangladesh Pakistan Iran Ce
liveborn children of mothers 25-29 years 1965-70
He of age by the total number of women
of of that age group. The fraction mually Total Population (in mil) 1970 534 69 57 8=
EE worked out to three decimal places is Female crude birth rate 40 44 39 44
has expressed as so many children per thou- Female crude death rate 16 14 14 15
o sand women of that age group. The Total Fertlity rate 5.6 6.8 6.2
edy| Total Fertility Rate is derived by add- Gross Reproduction Rate 2.7 3.3 30 33
o mg up the agde specific fertility rates Net Reproduction Rate . 2.0 2.5 2.3
uth in 5-year age groups from 15 to 49. Female average annual growth ine:
il And because they are annual averages (in %) 2.4 3.0 2.5
i for 5-year age groups, they are multi- Female expectation of life at blnh
plied by five. The TFR thus represents (e:) 49 52 53 52
- —.—~ihg number of children a woman would
; bear during her entire childbearing age, ‘the current generation of mothers s I have just shown you, India’s
on the assumption that her performance being teplaced by a future generation 3.6 and e: is 49.0 while Banglade:
Te: « in .childbearing would be the same as of potential mothers. India has an NRR TER is 6.8 and e : is 520 There
nd that of the cross section of women at of about 2.0, which means that every be difference of opinion on he accul
nE the time of observation. It is thus a mother today fhas waiting behind he¥ of these figures but let us, for the s
useful measure of the level of fertility two potential mothers in the shape of of our argument, accept them. F
and refers to the total number of her daughters. It depends on whether if we assume that the future fertility
74
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lity patterns of these two countries
be identical, the initial differences,
ng with differences in other character-
s such as the age patterns of ferli-
, can cause a significant difference in
population growth potential of these
countries.  For instance, even if 'we
- assume that both would achieve an NRR
1.0 by the end of the century, India's
ulation would grow by less than
and Bangladesh would more than
ble her population. [If we further
e that both countries would reach
R of 1.0 around 2040, the popu-
of India would double in 2040

1970. I have extracted the following
_chart from Frejka:

[ndia
NRR=1.0 NRR=1.0
1970-75  2000-05

100 100
135 177
164 256
167 263

That means, put in L, even if you

past will still extract its toll from
u for a long while in the future.
Exactly, said C, Family Planners in
ir eagerness to promise salvation,
ould have you believe that all troubles
d for the nation as scon as you stop
= g more babies than two. But that
is entirely in the future. Those that are
dy born will have to grow older,
ceive education, adequate nourishment
find employment in the next twenty
twenty-five years. They in turn will
. produce children who will in
turn etc., etc.
- But let us come down to earth, con-
~ tinued C. India’s NRR is still 2.0 and
angladesh’s 2.5. There is no knowing
. when India’s NRR will come down to
:" As the chart we have just examin-
ed tells us. depending upon varying speeds
fertility decline in India, we could

have by the year 2050 a population as
much as 1.6 to 4.5 times as large as it
was in 1970. It is difficult to compre.
hend the enormity of this range unless
we use a simpler and more personal
yardstick. L was complaining a little
while ago of people getting into each
other’s steam in Bombay. It may net
be such a mild thing as steam any more
in Bombay or even in Poona in 2050
with our present rate of growth, but
boiling oil or molten lead, even with a
much slower rate of growth. Bangladesh
in 1970 had one of the highest densities
in the world—485 persons per sq kilo-
metre—thatis a little less than three times
India’s density of 164 persons per square
kilometre. In comparison, the populas
lation density of Japan was 290 and the

Indices of population size (1970-100).

India and Bangladesh on the assumption

that in both countries NRR will be 1.0

in (1) 1970-75; (2) 2000-2005: (3)
204045

NRR of 1.0 were to be reached by 2040
this fall would occur at the rate of 2
to 3 points each decade.

But the mortality, too, would decline

all the time and,‘on th: present trends,

should decline to about 9 per thousand
population around 27C0. That means
even a rapid fertility decline would re-
sult in only a moderate decline in  the
rate of population grow:h, whereas a
moderate fertility decline (NRR==1.0 in
2040) is unlikely to generate any decline
in the rate of natural increase whatso-
ever, the decline in death rate closely
following the decline in birth rate. Turn

the page for a chart again from Frejka

for India.

The annual increments of population
expressed in absolute numbers are quite
mind boggling. The entire populatitis
of an Australia, which is about 13.3
million in an area more than three times
the size of India, is added every year to
our population by natural increases. Even

if India's NRR became 1.0 in 2000, _this
annual increment would still remain be-
tween 13 and 14 million throughou; this
century. If India's NRR were reached

Bangladesh
NRR—1.0 NRR=1.0NRR=1.0NRR—=1 ¢

2040-45 1970-75 2000-05 2040-45 in 2040 the annual increment would in-
100 100 100 100 crease very rapidly, indeed, to about 18
206 146 218 269 million per year in the beginnings of the
455 185 347 764 1980s, and to between 25 and 30 mil-
542 188 357 961 lion additions every year in the begin-

ning of the twentyfirst century.

Our age structure, M's voice palpabls
thickened at this point, s extremely
young. Our median age for females, for
example is only 19. And this fact pro-
vides the built-in inertia for rapid popu-
lation growth. About 40 to 42 per cent
females today in India are under 15 years
of age. These are the potential cohort
of mothers in the next 15 years. If they
in turn continue to have high fertility,
they will produce further huge cohorts
of potential mothers 15 o 30 years
hence. Therefore, even if India attained

Netherlands® 320. In the happy event
of India attaining an NRR of 1.0 in
2000-05, this density would rise from
164 to 418. In the more likely circum-
stance of the NRR reaching 1.0 in 2040-
45 the density would bs 744. On the
fair assumption that a city like Bombay
or Poona would normally rontinue to
grow al least at twice ‘the overall rate
for India, Bombay's density in 2040
would, on a fanly optimistic view of the
future, will be nothing less than fve
times of the present. People would lite-
rally have to hang out of windows like the
day’s washing in Tokyo, Hongkong or

For Frontier contact

\

Singapore. ' —
Don’t reach out for your doodling pad BANI PRAKASH,

just yet, L, interposed M. There are &a

a few more things to worry about. Sup- Panbazar, - )

posing India reached an NRR of 1.0 in

2000, it would mean the crude birth rate Gauhati-1,

would decline 5 to 6 points each decade

for the remainder of the century. If Assam.
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Crude female

birth rate
NRR=1.0 NRR=I.0
2000 2040-45
§ '%5-1970 el 40
1975-1980 e 38
19851990 .. 29 3
1995-2000 we 23 32

Crude female
death rate

NRR=1.0 NRR=:1.0
2000 2040-45

6 16

13 13

10 16

9 2

NRR=1.0

Rate of natural
increase for females e
NRR=1.0
2040-

NRR=1.0 in 2040, the median age of
the female population around the year
2000 would still be only 21 in place of
the preseny 19. Only with NRR—=1.0
by 2000 would this median age be 24.4
~ in 2000 and 36.5 in 2050.

Don't be so relentless, cried out C and
L. Enough is enough. And yet your
- figures sans merci ‘hath us in thrall’.

- IF there were no fertility decline till
~#985, continued M, India will have a
popu]ahon of about 808 million in that
vear, on-the assumption that mortality
would remain constant. But mortality
is bound to decline from its present level
=of 17 per thousand, so that even if fer-
tility declined by 3 points per decade
((NRR=1.0 in 2040) the matching de-
cline in moytality would still keep the
rate of growth at the present level of
2.5 per cent per year.

C took up at this point: This means
that except for our age structure which
will ever so slightly change, all our attri-
butes and problems will grow double in
—imagnitude in the year 2000. For three
censuses and thore running, our ratio of
persons dependent on agriculture to the
total population has stood around 68 to
70 per cent, which means that the pres-
sure of population on the land will be
at least double in 2000 of what it is
today. The ratio of our urban popula-
tion to the total has ranged from 18 to
20 per cent. Fancy two human bodies
in 2000 in place of every one on the
streets of Delhi now. Already we are
supposed to be short by millions of
urban housing units; imagine how short
we would be in 2000, As for em-

“ploymeny and production we must do
= something profoundly different and dras-
b+ to successfully keep Maithus out of
~~ our door. That means-we must have to
: do something about our income distribu-
X tion or we bust. We cannot obviously
go on merrily with our present wvast

disparities in income distributfion, mot

to speak of our regional d:spa,nties, the
removal of which will be far
strenuous and challenging.

But one thing seems certain. At the
present level of fertility or even with
NRR:-1.0 in 2040, our present pattern
of households -—the [-member, 2-member,
3-memter etc, and multichild family—
will still hold fairly firm in 2000. If only
we can firmly establish an NRR=1.0 in
2000 will the reality of the twochild
family begin io exert itself at the tun
of the century; there will be distinctly
more of l-memhav, 2-membe; and 3-
member househoids and less and less of
households with more members. The
fabric of society will begin to change,
but only begin to do so.

One of the important things that will
show signs of welcome change with
NRR=1.0 in 2000 is the dependency
ratio, that is persons helow 15 or 19
years of lage, who generally consume
without entering the production area:
on whom we must spend mosc and more
by way of education, health services,
clothing, housing and other social over-
heads. We have missed the bus so far
as attaining NRR=1.0 in 1970-75 or
even in 1980-85 is concerned. But let
us assume that we shall have it either
in 2000-05 or 2020-25. Let us then
have a look at what the age structure
is likely to be from today. Here is a
chart of our likely approximate age struc-
ture in India worked out again by
Frejka:

Approximate Age structure of India’s
population in selected years (in percen-
tages) 1970-2045, with different assump-
tions when NRR=1.0 will be reached.

more

Year NRR=1.0 NRR—=1.0 NRR=1.0
Age

Group  2000—05 2020—25 2040—45
1970 -

0—4 16.6 16.6 16.6

59 13,2 132 13.2

10—14
15—19

2000

0—4

5—9

10—14
15—19

2030

0—4
5—9
10—14
1519

2045

0—4
5-9
10—14
15—19

11.8
103

10.3
10.6
10.5
10.1

7.5
7.6
7.7
7.6

7.0
6.9
6.9
6.9

11.8
10.3

13.0
12.1
11.2
10.2

These figures seem to suggest, exc

ed L, that the ratio of young people
under 15 is going to decline sharply from
41.6 per cent to 31.4, provided the NRR
reaches 1.0 in 2000-05, but is going toris
stay pretty high at 38.2 if the NRR gets
down to 1.0 as far away as 2040-45.
By the way, what are the correspomﬁng*'
general ratios in the developed countries
And also do tell us how the =
ratios of the old people will fare if the
NRR goes down to 1.0 i 2000-05 and

today?

2040-45.

It was M's turn to speak. The cor- _'
responding ratios in the developed coun-

tries today, he said, are like this:

Age Croup

0—4
5—9
10—14
15—19

Age St ructurc1in[mt;i¢ia‘:f%
to total population

in 1970

8.8
8.6
85
82




is, already. the developed nations
supporting as far as 26 children un-
through childhood and schooling
inst our 42. This enables them to
st their savings more on productive
ivity than consumption helping ‘the
ung to grow. In 2000-05 this ratio
e developed countries will range
en 21,3 and 22.6 depending upon
er the NRR reaches 1.0 in 1970.75
ratios for the older ages in India
something like the following, de-
g upon whether NRR=1.0 is
ed in 2000-05 or 2020-25 or 2040-

roximate structure of the older ages
ia’s population in percentages)
2045  with different assumptions
NRR=1.0 will be reached,

Year NRR=1.0 NRR=1.0 NRR=1.0
group  2000-05 2020-25 2040-45

15.8 15.8 15.8
168 16.8 168
12.0 12.0 12.0

34 3.4 34
185 17.5 17.1
20.6 18.6 17.8
14.7 133 12.7

4.6 4.2 4.0
i4.1 14.3 i6.7
19.8 224 219
25.7 238 202
12.7 98 7.7

g
- I'd be damned if I knew what to wish for,
d L, throwing his head back and lac-
- the palms of his hands behind it, a
untry full of the young or of the old!
ady in many countries in Morthern
e everybody you eyes fall upon
to be above thirty and you see
ety few young childden. I tell you,
and L, a street in the beautiful north
tries, sometimes looks like a beau-

he air is so still without the sound of
_young voices, with only the brakes
screeching sometimes or the wheels tak-
ing a kerb. No laughter of young

either. Only grownup men and women
in topcoats, dombre, unsmiling, despe-
rately trying to fill the void of children
with their new psychodelic clothes.
Could one please tell me which is bet.
ter’ And yet your figures for India
seem so awesome, I feel like the Scandi-

“navian painter Munche’s figure in “The

Strangled Cry",

There is no point in stuffing our heads
with more figures today said M. Be-
sides, recent work by Indian demogra-
phers with access to ongoing surveys
points to welcome downward trends in
fertility which cannot be dismissed as
mere straws in the wind and may well

Bock Rewviesn

ON ECONOMIC INEQUALITY
By Amartva Sen
Oxford University Press.

back. Price Rs. 12

MR Sen’s shoit treatise on economic

inequality is in itself a commen-
dable piece of work for those who revel
in pure economic analysis and have, at
most, a very superficial interest in the
pracical implications of such an endea-
vour. This is so because the, author
definitely decides at the very outset to
leave aside the so-called simple aspect
of the problem, which according to him
has been responsible in all periods of
history for tremendous social upheavals,
and engages himself in the study of the
complex aspect of the problem,
which concerns itself with measurement
of economic inequality and examination
of the philosophical underpinnings of
snch measures.  Possibly the treatise
could not have been otherwise, because
it is just a printed version of the Rad-
cliffe Lectures which the author was
invited to deliver at the University of
Warwick and, as the saying goes, he
has delivered the “goods”,

The present work consists of four
chapters. The first deals with the ana-
lysis of the problem of inequality from
the perspective of standard welfare eco.
nomics, both old and new. Since the
concept of equality at once involves dis-
tribution of income, Pareto and his fol-

Paper-

children in the beautiful pubii; gardens,

accelerate with time. Ws must discuss
them, too: perhaps later, I suggesy we

have a swim before the pool is invaded =,

by children. By the way, what will
happen to swimming in swimming poo
in 2000?

You correct me, C, cried L, but your
Buckminster Fuller is fond of asking
fundamental questions: Why don’t we
wash our hands with sand jets instead
of with water? Perhaps we shall bui'd

swimming pools of sand in  Rajasthan
in the year 2000,

(The first three chapters of a project-
ed but unfinished work of 15 or 16
chapters). -

lowers will stubbornly refuse to discuss
the issue on the basis of nadmissibility
of inter-personal comparisons. Hence
no comment from economists on the.
merit of any such issue as repeal of
the Corn Law, although David Ricardo.
the maestro, could say for certain if
lifting the embargo on the import of =
corn was the need of the hour, The
standard  approach of social welfare
function—a la Bergson, Samuelson and
Arrow—fails to throw light on the issue
because of its strict adherence to indi-
vidual welfare orderingy carefully rgip-_ "
sulated from inter-persomal comparisons.
Only the old utilitarian school of econo-|
mic analysis do not labouriously side- -
track the issue of inter-personal com-|
parisons but then they pronounce judg-
ments with strikingly anti-egalitatian re-
sults,

The second chapter takes up mea-
sures of inequality one by one, The
range is considered first as a measure 3. f.

and discarded, for it ignores the pattern

of distribution in between the extremes.
Thereafter the author turns to the rela-
tive mean deviation or RMD. One
definite demerit of RMD as a meas

inequality is its insensitivity to transfer ; .

of income from a poorer person to_a
richer one as long as bgth lie on the .~
same side of mean income. To some
extent this problem also plagues the
variance and the co-officient of variation

as a measure. The latter as well as the :
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e of inequality adopts the arbi-
squaring formula and suffers from
. limitations arising out of considering
: =< from the mean.
! is for these reasons that economists
have recourse to the Gini co-efficient
~ and Lorenz Curve technigue. In taking
. differences over all pairs of incomes, the
" Gini co-efficient avoids total dependence
" on differences from the mean, from
~ which variance, coefficient of variation
and standard deviation of logarithm
suffer, In avoiding the arbitrary squaring
procedure,. it appears to be a more
direct measure too, retaining the property
 of sensitivity td itransfer of lincome
~ from the rich to the poor. As far as
~ the  economico-philosophical under-
pinnings of the Gini co-efficient are con-

“erned it is evident that the Gini mea-

cure implies 'a social 'welfare function
¢ _which i¢ a weighted sum of different
~ people’s income, weights being commen-
_ surate with the rank-and-order position
= ok~a person at the ranking by income
~ level. So the Gini co-efficient is ground-
ed on individualistic social welfare func-
‘tion with, from an egalitatian point of
view, a most satisfactory property that
transfer of income from a richer man
 to a poorer man always reduces the
value of the Gini ro-efficient. This
chapter discusses some other measures
such as Theil’s entropy measure and
tkinson's measure. The author, how-
ever, concludes that the Gini co-effi-
cient can serve as the right measure
and confirms that in the ultimate ana-
lysis utilitarianism and egalitarianism are
mutually exclusive.

In the third chapter, the author dis-
cusses some important limitations of the
meacures of inequality. For example
the Gini measure of inequality which
takes into account the difference be-
tween the line of absolute equality and
the Lorenz curve may fail to rate two
distribution situations when Lorenz curves

fo; them intersect one another. This

. ﬁ a pointer to the fact that measures
 of inequality cannot furnish complete

. ‘.’-ntdermg, inasmuch as there are such

_situations with inequality indices accord-

- ing to one or the other measure of
! inequality that the indices cannot be
~ ordered. Thereafter desirability of a

§
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|
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iawar index Df equalﬁy -

a higher index i.e. the dmminmy of a
higher Lorenz curve—one closer to the
line of absolute equality—compared” with
a lower is proved in terms of additive,
separable and strictly concave social
welfare function; that is to say, in-
equality not as a complete ordering but
as a quasi-ordering is established. This
result, which is due to Atkinson, is then
generalised by dropping bne by ' one
additivity separabihty and the strict con-
cavity assumption. The author spares
no pains to underline the necessity of
shedding additivity and separability as-
sumption in terms of the need for
adoptmg paternalistic  welfare judg-
ments in order to mitigate the lack of
exact and complete information re-
garding  individuals’ welfare ratings.
Even this quasi-ordering relation 1s pla-
gued by the problem of change of
population and change of prices. The
author suggests some interesting ways
to take care of these problems too.
Again quasi-ordering, according to some
mean-independent measure, say, Gini-
co-efficient and mean-dependent mea-
sure such as co-efficient of variation, may
be intersecting. To put it in plain
words it may so happen that according
to the Gini measure India shows a more

equal distribution than Sri  Lanka but.

according to co-efficient of variation
Sri Lanka shows a more equal distribu-
tion. The author thus points out the
limitations of a logically definite and
therefore rigid framework for analysis
of ineguality and advocates the necessity
for supplementing rigorous analysis 1n
terms of one measure or the other by
the descriptive method.

Needs and Desert
In the fourth and final chapter the
author considers income and non-m-

come determinants of welfare and final-! tification of the problem and on

ly discusses a very interesting problem
pertaining to the criterion of distribu-
tion. He quotes extensively from

Marx's vitriolic criticism of the Geyman analvsis is theoretically unsound, for

Workers' Party’s programme to bring
to the fore a very important fact:
although the principle of desert has a
great role in the determination of value,
distribution of value, particularly n a
socialistic framework, should take place

than the &esert prmmplé in -

total uselessness of such

fact that distribution according to
desert principle has sirong anti
rian implications. However, during
initial phases of socialism, hdzpn f
‘birth-marks’ of capitalism are
there, the desery principle may ha
sway. The author, at this place, r
to ome most important aspect of
great debate—one of the most |
tant polemics of the mtemattonai ;
munist movement, This concerns
Great Proletarian 'Cultural ngv ]
in China. During the GPCR di
tion more and more according to
needs principle was upheld and
principle of desert was decried.
so-called Marxists as well as s
countries spared no pains to show
the GPCR was a concrete practice
ultra-leftism with the unequivocal
pose of defeating the cause of ink
tional proletarian struggle, The
steers clear of this polemics. He
cusses the problem of criterion of
tribution during the period with a
to underlining its relevance to
analysis of inequality.
While non-technical readers will
be put off by Formalities—indeed if
is ready to forget the question of
fulness, the present work is a p
to read—they will find the entire
sis rather quixetic. Particularly
at the end of the third chapter,
author speaks of insuperable p
that plague any rigorous analysis
inequality and in the fourth chapter
discusses some very pertinent
our time independent of his
znalysis in the previous three ch
readers will find this cerebration
lyv worth while. The reasons fo
L it
lie on the one hand in incorrect

other in proceeding from dubious
sumptions tegarding individual a
cial welfare functions, Again the

problem of distribution and ine
studied absolutely in isolation from
problem of production. One recalls
this connection the current enth
ameng economists over fixing
verly line and suggesting measures
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ication of poverty in India. Appa-
ly these efforts are utopian in
aracter but then they are absolutely
ctionary in intent inasmuch as they
divert attention from the question [of
mesis of poverty in our society. It is
'om a correct underitanding of the
latter alone that one can have an idea
the right course of action for eradi-
ion of poverty. The present work
, however, serve as a handy theore-
t | manual for the kind of work on
‘Poverty we come across in our journals
ese days.
The discussion of the GPCR particu-
in the perspective of Marx’s Cri-
ue of the Gotha programme, suffers
from eclecticism and leaves readers amidst
incertainty regarding the author’s atti-
de towards it. While as a method of
iding any comment on one of the
very significant events of our time, this
i possibly ‘the Yonly line the author
uld take, one can hardiy feel satis-
with the perfunctory manner in
ich the problem has been treated.
ule adoption of the needs principle
matters of digtribution during ithe
may appear to be early, particu-
in view of Marx’s Critique of the
a Programme, it is also good to re-
mber that the critique was within  the
eral background of the genesis  of
alism in  Western Europe. Marx,
discussing the problem of transi-
to socialism in Russia, insisted on
fact that the analysis given in “Das
ital” is not exactly relevant in this
rd. The reason why he maintained
this stand is that in the East where the
idea of private property has never con-
mated in the way it did in the West,
problem of transition to socialism be-
different from whay it is in the
. Lenin also referred to this aspect
" the problem of transition to socialism
ceastern Russia when he spoke of the
y path of idevelopmjent.
a0 Tse-tung has studied this problem
~great detail and his thesis of New

mocracy is one very significant work
n this respect. The Great Leap For-

2

; rd as well as the GPCR has to be un-

erstood particularly in this context.
18C
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The Sikkim Affair

[ am a member of the Sikkim Con-
gress and was an active supporter of the
1973 movement. 1 have regarded re-
cent decisions on the future of Sikkim
with dismay, I wonder if the Sikkimese
people really want to be represented in
the Indian Parliament. Since New Delhi
offers this as the only reason for its move,
the wishes of the Sikkimese people
should be ascertained through a re-
ferendum,

My experience from leading the stu-
dents’ movement in Gangtok, and also
from political work in our villages, is
that our people are not linterested in
“political participation and Tepresenta-
tion” in the Indian system. This would
have become clear if, after winning 3]
out of 32 seats in the Assembly. My
Lendhup Dorji Kazi had bothered to as-
certain public opinion on the question.
He was elected on the mandate of re~
presentative  government and domestic
reforms: his election manifesto, which
we supported, did not say anything about
participation,

The Assembly’s 11th May resolution
about new forms of association with
India took us by surprise. The Assem-
bly members were never given a chasce
to discuss the resolution—drafted by an
Indian officer—whose legal termigology

is not easily understood in Sikkam. [t
was read out once in English. which
809 of the members do not understand
and then passed by a show of hands.
Protesting against this haste, the method
of ensuring passage and the contents of
the draft, six Assembly mernbers refused
to sign the resolution. They were M

_.'{.
day to ask the Political Officer, Mr K.
S. Bajpai, about the political and con-
stitutioral implications of participation.
He told us that it only meant that we
Sikkitaese could watch the functioning
of Indian democracy as “observers” and
that there was no question of Sikkimese
members in the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha. But now the Indian public and
MPs are being told that the Sikkimese
demand surh representation and that
this is a natural outcome of the Govern-|
ment of Sikkim Act and the Assembly
resolutions. o
Since the Constitution was enacted=_
our hopes of truly representative govern-
ment have been frustrated Law and order
and other vital matters remain in the hands
of the Indian nominated Chief Execu-
tive, and not with our Ministers. The
separate identity of the Kingdom, gua-
ranteed in the 1950 Indo-Sikkim Treaty,
is now about to be abolished, at least in
practice. 5
The Sikkimese public have not been
kept informed of these decisions. In
fact, following widespread  protests
against the new Constitution, Mr Kazi
and other senior Congressmen addressed

a mass meeting in Gangtok on June 26, _°

and assured us that eight clauses in the
Constitution (including the reference 1o
participation) had been amended. We
now find that this is not so.

Perhaps our leaders have fooled us.
Perhaps they themselves have been fool-
ed. But, as a supporter of democratic
administration and close ties with India,
I am convinced that both could have

Ramchandra Poudyal, Mr N. K. Subedi,
Mr Tsa Tengy Lepcha, Mr Kusu Das and
Mr B. P. Kharel of the Congress and
Mr Kaizang Gyatso Bhutia of the Na-
tional Party. Twe Congress members.
Mr Poudyal and Mr Subedi, even resort-
ed to hunger-stiike outside the Assembly
gates.

I was in Gangtok at the time and was
a member ot a Youth Congress delega-
tion which went to India House the next
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been attained only under the 1950 Treaty

and the tripartite agreement of May 8,

1973. This is also the view of most of

our supporters. The ruling party can-

__not exceed its mandate or act in dehance
the people’s wishes.

In the circumstances, it is essential that
the Indian Parliament’s implementation
of the Constitution Amendment Bill be
postponed until a referendum is held in
Sikkim and our Assembly is authorized
tc pass a fresh resolution on the basis
of what the Sikkimese people desire.—
K. N. UPRETY, Representative for Gang-
tok. Sikkim Youth Congresss, in The
Statesman, Calcutta, September 5, 1974).
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Knack

I'd like to suggest to your correspon-
dent of the Knack (August 10, 1974)
~ fage that his audience constituted a
very developed and intelligent one.

Obviouslly the only comedy that C(C for
correspondent) lauds is that of the slap-
stick variety as purveyed by Laurel &
Hardy. Now if you want to forget your
cares etec. for some moments and just
want a good laugh, laughter fo r its
own sake, as an end in itself, then slap-
stick is just what you want. However,
= -ﬁe is something called thought provo-

‘king comedy® or comedie pensee. The
audience should see itself involved with
the character in his ludicrous, absurd,
or ndiculous situation and should be able
to laugh at itself. And when they so
laugh, a feeling of uneasiness is definite
to prevail among them. They say to
themselves: so that's how the world sees
me: am [ really like that? So ridicu-
lous? By Jove I am! Then sets in the
catharsis: purging themselves of the
abnormalities they possess which are
reflected in the antics of the character
they see on the stage. They definitely
" “saw themselves as characters in the play
they were watching, at least if C is to
=be believed on this point. In fact, con-
sidering the amount of uneasiness they
showed: the strained laughter, the em-
barrassed glance at the neighbour, they
seem to be more developed and intelli-

- SEPTEMBER 14. 1974

gent than many of the audiences | have
come across, of whom more later. How-
ever, after seeing themselves so, was
there a catharsis® I don’t know. Even
C can only speculate on this. He him-
self seems o undergo no catharsis. For
though, with the same unease that he
shares with the audience, he acknow-
ledges his faults, he does not do anything
about them but cuddles up further into
his cocoon.  Actuzlly the only thing
thay has some substance in C's ‘eriticism’
is the reasons he offers for that audi-
ence's pationage of such plays. To the
audience the play was just a play and
was not going to bite them in any way.
Go ahead, say what you want on the
stage, disparage the system, preach re-
volution, criticise, be cynical. So long
as it is just confined to words, okay.

C's audience at least felt uneasy about
themselves: the audience | know here
m Bombay do not even feel that, Tl'iey
constitute the sophisticated elite, fashion
conscious and snobs. To whom a play
is an evening at the theatre, a meeting
of societywallahs, decked up, resplendent
in their finery. If you listen to their
conversation after the play you would
hear things like ‘“Vijay Crishna acts dash
well' or ‘Pearly Padamsee’s direction s
superb” or the stage setting was excellent
etc. The conteny of the play itself, its
didacticism, passes by them like a river
by stony banks. They will laugh at some
slapstick or see slapstick in the wryest
of humour. Sometimes {as in Ah
Norman!) they'll laugh inanely. As
Salinger puts it. ‘people laugh like hy-
enas at things that aren’t even funny’.
That too is part of their in-ness: what
will my neighbour think if [ den’t laugh?
That [ have no sense of humour. Seo:
ha ha!

I don't see how C can disregard fac-
tual situations as he avowedly does—
‘Regardless of the factual situation in
this respect in India—and yet claing
that he is pointing his finger at the truth.
He suggests that just because seduction
is taboo in that particular society a
play touching on it (seduction) should
not be seen by it oblivious of the fact
that seduction actually exists there.
Which is a really crass argument. Ef-
fective art is that which impinges on the
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consciousness of the viewer and there
no better way of impinging than to
the audience feel that it is one with
character on the stage. If art does
do this it fails in its essential func
of bettering humanity and is rendere
ineffective, -
The time, he says, has come to de
lop and grow. How? By watch
Laure] & Hardy? Isn't the ackno
ment of ones own inadequacies a
of development? Self-criticism?
plays like Knack aid us here (this f
his own writing as | have not seen
myself). Is the problem play to
disparaged because it evokes no care-
free laughter but satirises and rubs i
the fun where it hurts us most
make us realise the existence of a
there which needs immediate treatn
To say that our C &5 a very ¢
person is to put things lightly.
sms should be made with confidenc
certainly not with reluctance. My
C, forget the conventional part of
but let rationalitty stand on its feet:
bcst there.

Attack On PLT

Newspaper reports describing the
tack on Utpal Duit and his group
side the Star Theatre made depressing
reading, The Congress boys who took
law into their own hands and e
such contemptible intolerance shol
vealise that the theatre cannot be
ged and the situation in West Beng
so desperate today that criticism o
Government will be made from all si
—-not just the theatre alone.

I wish the young militants of
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and the Chhatra Parish

spend more ‘time trying to pin
hoarders and blackmarketeers and
N uncompromising stand against
dreadful inflationary spiral that
ns to exterminate the middle,
middle and  working clas-

e alene the villagers who are
jally in the throes of drought or
and up to their ears in debt throu-
the year. Instead of fighting
themselves, the young hopefuls
very well .unite on the basis of a
thought out radical programme and
head with all the energy they pos-
Trying to interfere with plays
h are honest reflections of the com-
man’s woes and brandishing the
fist may gain them a temporary

*

theatre groups which are struggling to
make themselves heard. i
Mrs Anita Mukherjee

Calcutta

Garm Hava

The contents of the August 24 letter
on Garm Hava were discussed with
some friends. They are of the opinion
that the Hindu society too is bogged
down in feudalism, that the situation is
only relative and that in feudal-bour-

__&,__.

communalism is a contradiction :

the people and should be dealt with in
a non-antagonistic way, that is, through

f - H il. hm m W - '.-\-
Here painstaking reasoning is preferable
to severe criticism. The specific social,|
economic and other problems of the
minority cannot be solved in isolation,
disregarding the general problems of
the entire oppressed  people of the
country.

Calcutta

geois politics, the wrath of the ruling
circle often fails on the weaker sections
of the society. As such, these sections

Our sole agent in Bangladesh
CHALANTIKA BAIGHAR

but in the long run they will should always be treated with sym- 14, Banglabazar .
otten and rejected by the people pathy and understanding. Dacca-1 1
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What a
situation!
Both pump and

transformer

stolen!

The resuit:
ne electtlclty,
no water supply

to the fie

except the culprit? e

When load shedding occurs, it inconveniences you
for several hours. But such wanton acts may cause
dislecation for a much longer period.

The sguipment of the State Electricity Board
is yours and the nation’s property.
Please try to protect them.

I b b e £ 0

tssued by

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD
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