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STAPLING TOGETHER

O sooner had the waiters at Vladivostok cleared away

says. US.-Soviet talks on the ‘limitation’ of nuclear weapons produced the

Moscow agreement of May 1972, the Washington agreement of June 1973, and
The old-fzshioned single warhead missile
is now being replaced by agreement by a greater number of missiles with
The Soviet Union is developing nuclear submarine p

now the Vladivostok agreement.

deadly multiple warheads.
ballistic missiles while the U.S. plans to begin production, within three years,
of a new family of missiles, namely the ‘cruise missile’. When China de-
pounced [he disarmament talks as a big fraud, a |cruel joke, she was res
proached even by some well-meaning people for her sharp polemics.
clear that she is very correct.
nuclear wezpons they develop; the longer the security conference, the greater
the insecurity.

But are the two super-powers really re-conciled?

their arms just to throw them on the scrap heap? The detente they self-

congratulatingly shout about is superficial while the contention for hege-
mony, for markets, for raw materials, is the essence. The question of war and

peace can never be understood unless it is seen in the light of social relations,
of the social system and of the laws of social development. Just as misery is
not the procluct of corruption, so also war is not lhe-product of an arms drive.
They are effects of far deeper causes. Only after the causes
been removed will there be a world without war, without arms: certainly not
before. That some people in Europe, one of the theatres of the last two world
wars, want to see a detente is understandable. But what they see is an
increasing monstrous arms expansion, and one violent wave after another of
monetary and financial crises. When people define the nature of this great
disorder, the Kremlin tall-talkers and, toeing them, our Marxist politburo
members excitedly accuse them of being anxious to see the world in disorder.

will.
People of necessity go through a process, on the basis of practice, to

gain greater understanding of things. People of the Third World countries *

the champagne °

glasses than the news leaked out that the two super-powers under the
name of ‘disarmament’ had agreed to embark on another round of nuclear arms
expansion, stapling together their armaments programmes, as a U.S. Senator

It is now
The more they talk about limitations the more

Are they producing all |

of war have

Widespread disorder in the world is an objective fact, independent of man's

:
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what is US. imperlialism long ago,
in the case of social-imperialism of
Russia, which was the first so-
- State, the “land of Leninism,
~are only gradually getting to
W its true features, as its policies
unmasked. Their excessive rates
commodities sold to  developing
ies and the very low prices paid
imports from these regions have
an eye-opener. Another obvious
e is their role in the United Na-
s on the question of food and po-
tion, maritime rights and raw ma-
Their argument that the Third
cannot exploit its own resources
lack of means' and ‘backwardness’
recisely ‘the argument with which
imperialists used to 'justify their
uest of territories and plunder of
 nations in the last century. The
s and Russians now use almost
al ‘arguments against the Third
tld proposals. The Vladivostok epi-
once again demonstrates that
US. and the USSR are the most
militarists of modern times.

~ Not Convincing

B Leaders of the Government are claim-
\ ling that tthe backbone of the smug-
ng business in the country has now
broken. Almost all the big ope-
» it is said, have been rounded up
‘only four or five of them are still
arge.  The net, we have been assur-
s closing on them too. The Presi-
al order has also reportedly plug-
the loophole in the MISA operation
ereby  the alleged smugglers were
ng released by courts of law. What
| prompted the authorities to
ng into action with such gusto after
years of blanket permissiveness has
er been satisfactorily  explained by
aybody. And Covernment spokesmen

" certainly not come out with a con-
. vincing defence when they were pinned

n in Parliament and elsewhere that
were scared that if the alleged smug-
‘glers rattled off their full story in law
 courts, many embarrassing facts would
- come out. The developments are clear-
:ﬁk'not easily explainable.

*'b In the first place, the links of the

Al

alleged smugglers have n‘ot yet been re-

vealed. Were the Mastans really the
peopie who ran the show or were they
just the front men of some richer, bigger

operators, the sharks of big business ?
The question cannot be dismissed lightly.

The Mastans ran the business iwth hun-
dreds of crores of rupees, but the scale
on which it was being run suggests that
nothing short of thousands of crores
were involved. Who provided this money?
Some people within the country or some
foreign rings? But the more important
question is that for all its revolutionary
fervour, New Delhi has not yet ventured
to have a go at the big business houses

who cheat the country every year an

enormous amount through foreign ex-

change manipulation and tax evasion
and such other economic offences. News-
papers have recently flashed a story on

the issue of a wamant of arrest under

MISA against a director of a big business
house with a vast jute-cum-engineering

empire, Such is the respect of these
capitalists for the Government that the

gentleman concerned eluded arrest for

nearly a week. The house is believed

to have accumulated about Rs 300 crores
outside the country and its members are

known to have easy access to the most

powerful people of the land. It all looks
like a mockery of justice.

Strains Within The CPI

A correspondent writes:

Moscow mentors did not reckon on
the possibility of a split within the CPIL.
when its leaders openly talked of dividing
the Congress into progressives and reac-
tionaries. Now, Mr Rajeswara Rao,
party secretary, has announced that split-
ting the Congress will no longer be a
political objective for his party. His
admission is welcome, because since 1969,
the CPI's policies, instead of weakening
the Congress, have only strengthened it,
especially in the traditional left citadels
of Kerala and West Bengal. They have
also damaged the CPI(M) and other left
parties, and ironcially enough, weakened
the CPI both externally as a running dog
for the Congress, and internally as a dis-
ciplined party.

Signs of fresh dissension within the
CPI have been evident in Howfah dis-
trict. November 9 and 10, the party -
had called for a district conference. There
are 700 active workers in the districs,
who are represented 1: 10 at such con-
ferences. But instead of 70, only 45
were present, and not all of them toge-
ther, so the actual attendance at a given
moment was very low indeed,

Most of the members  stayed away,
complaining of a hibernation within the
party.  Apart from one unimpressive
rally in September, there was no pro-
gramme in recent weeks of the CPI in
Howrah, no demonstration, no procession, ,
for instance. The morale among the
cadres was at an all-time low, in the !
present difficult political situation, The =
popular mood was opposition-orientedy !
and the party, following its directive not = °
to make things more difficult for the Con-
gress, had alienated itself from the mas-
ses,

Alarmed at the lack of interest, the ;
Provincial Committee set up an Inquiry . f
Committee to submit a quick report, /
This it did, duly taking note of the grie-
vances of field-level workers. The con- -
ference ended in a flasto, with no plen-
ary session at all. The Committee re-
commended that the entire proceedings
be written off. This has been accepted

by the PC,

Most of the cadres complain of the
high-handedness of Mr Mohammed Ilias
and Mr Ram Sen, prominent CPI leaders
of Howrah. Ilias is a well- known pro-
Congress leader within the CPL. The
complaint is that they use their position
and authority to keep the cadres down,
although the cadres are better informed
about local developments. Also, with
their grassroot level experience, they tend
to be lukewarm about their party's policy —~
of alignmerit with the Congress. '

Such dissidence within the CPI is not
a new phenomenon.  Even during the
present West Bengal Assembly session,
Mr Biswanath Mukherjee, the opposition
leader, has remained absent most of the
time. He, along with Mrs Mukherjee,
Mr Somnath Lahiri, Mr Sukumar Gupta,
does not see eye-to-eye with the policy -+ |
of alignment with the Congress. = Mr ~
Gurudas Das Gupta, leader of the CPI- :
affiliated Yuba Sangha, holds similay.

i
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views. Even the once pro-Congress
Copal Baneriee, State Secretary, is, along
with Indrajit Gapta, MP, now a centrist,
““But MLAs like Mrs lla Mitra, Mr Sisir
Ghosh, Mr Harashankar Bhattacharya,
afd Mr Satya Ghoshal, are all pro-Con-
gress. So are the CPI media and the
all-India leadership. The result, is, while
the dissidents can really do nothing to
ventilzte their grievances within the party,
= they are hitting back ‘the only way they

| can: by withdrawing and resigning from
all serious work, Mr Lahiri, for instance
was seen only for a day in the Assembly
ing the present session. Far from
transforming the Congress radically, the

CPI itself has degenerated into znothe
Congress. 1

"- . Eximination Reforms™:

A correspondent writes:

It seems we zre in for a fresh dose
of educational reform. This time
the proposed change will affect the me-
thods of examination. The present
mode of assessment and grading accor-
"~ ding to performance at the final test or

term-end or other stated intervals is

thought defective. A new system of tests,
with abolition of individual ranking end
no penalty for failure, is being consider-
ed. Hence the novel scheme to pass
all comers at the end of the school-term.

Initially, it will be tried in a few selected

schools- - whose names hiave already been
% announced—and then will be extended
= to'the others if the experiment goes ac-
cording to the planners’ intentions.

What these intentions can possibly be
are anybodys' vuess. One of them may
be to make adopton of unfair means,
which has become quite widespread and
irresistible at almost all examination cen-
tres, unattractive. But then the proposed
relaxation will have to be extended to
post-school curricaln as well.  There is
no ground for believing that eribbing is
resa to only at lower levels of study.
. Medical, engineering and other degree
- and post-graduate examinations, various
" ... recruitment and eligibility tests, indeed
‘" every category o1 screening and sclect-
ing process in the conntry, have become
suspect and made worthless by resort to

S

unfair means, palitical and other influ-
ences, intimidation and a wide range of
corrupl practices. The simplest solution
would, therefore, be to make short work
of all examinations &s being open to
corruption, and then give everybody
a degree. a job or promotion regardless
of their performance or ability,

Perhaps the experiment is designed to
'reduce the number of céndidates for
so-called highcr education. Somehow it
may hzve occurred o those in authority
that dishonesty at examinations is a cor-
relative of lower intelligence quotient.
So that only those who find their courses
uninteresting or beyond their natural
competence, begin to think of deceiving
the examiners. To lure away the greater
number of these misfits from higher edu-
cation and training, the government pro-
poses to waive the minimum requirement
of a university degree for various pub-
lic services not requiring specialised skill,
But what about the compelitive, qualify-
ing examinations to be held for reeruit-
ment, promotion stc? How make them
immune from malpractice? And then it
is an open question whether those go in
for higher education or higher vocational
training from a natural bent or innate
capability, will not scamp their studies
and seek to get around examination re-
gours by the usual methods of eribbing.
If school examinations are made less
stiff and less invidious in their appraisals
eligibility tests for higher courses ‘will
have to become only much more rigidly
so. This applies to examinations for
recruitment znd promotion as well. And
the more exacting these are, the more
liable they will be to corrunt practices.
In a badly organised competitive society,
diligence or zbility does never seem to
pav. while corrupt influences often ac-
tually do. And so everv screening or selec-
tion procedure lends itself to attempts at

short circuit. Thus the delusion of equali-

tv of eppertunity into which the new ex-
mination svstem is designed to lull the
students will be short lived.

It is clear thay the corrupt practices
in examinations are related to the gene-
ral atmosphere of dishonesty prevailing
in the countrv, When a man can get
rich or become a high official by dubious
methods, there is no use asking our young
folk not to try the same or similar tricks

to get a university degree. If one tl
nothing of using bribes, intimidation a
various illegal ruses to win an electi
to Parliament, why boggle at copying
pass examinations? This is all in a
work in a country where all are
but some are more equal than oth
because of corruption. The p

exercise in futility. It is a price of
liberate deception aimed at the st
community on whose support or at les
passive allegiance depends the s
at election. In the absence of an
tionz] planning of objects of educati
ap verious stages no logical and
mate pattern of evaluation can em
In this country schools and colleges
pend for their efficiency on private e
dowments of the rich and these are co
fined to institutions meant for the
ent and those in larger cities. .
government expenditure is limited
ambitious but useless projects at high
levels, again benefiting only the pri
ged classes. Primary and seconda
education for the vast bulk of the popu-
lation is coldly neglected. But then the
bulk of the country’s population at
sent care more for bread or rice
anything else, least of all education,
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AsHOK

our article on Measurement of
" Inequality (Frontier, November 30)
 we referred to how measurements bas-
- ed on consumer expenditure figures in
= t prices would tend to under-esti-

o the subsidies and price controls that
are in operztion on the items consumed
oy the rich, leaving to the mercy of
he market forces those that constitute
the basic consumption of the masses,
We only gave some indicative examples
that article. In the present article
we shall discuss the topic a little more

elaborately. '

- Take foodgrains, It is well known

;Sat rationing does exist for all. It exists
the metropolitan city centres and
~most of the urban areas. Most rural
areas are beyond the reach of this par-
ticular price control. Even in those areas
where it operates it is known that jt

often breaks down; when it does
it supplies only a part of the mini-
mum needs of families for foodgrains.
- Thus, the poorest of the country, the
landless labourers, the poor peasants etc,
“have to buy their foodgrains at market
prices( whereas the not-so-poor middle
class as well zs the wealthy who live in
s and cities are provided with at
st a part of their foodgrains needs at
- controlled prices. In some rural areas
too the institution of ration shops or
~ fair-price shops exists.  But the very
Poor in the rural sector, being depen-
~ dent on the rich landowning class, for

it very survival, not surprisingly do
not get the benefit of the existence of
‘these shops. Their cards are usually
-made use of by their masters. Also,
“both in rural and urban areas the very

Poor are in no position to buy their
food in cash and as there is 1o means of
-~ buying rationed food items on credit.
‘ration cards are of no avail to them ;
they have to buy on the open market
or take consumption loans from the land-
- owners at the ruling market price. Our
- argumeny is not that there ought not to
~ be any food rationing; but only that in

i

ating the consumption of the rich, thanks

N

Rupra

our system a millionaire gets the benefit
of the food control whereas a landless
labourer does not,

This is of course true of most of the
controlled items of necessities. Thus,
take milk, Once again the system ope-
rates in such a fashion that fat wives
and fat children of the rich can get
even fatter with the help of the milk
supply schemes thay operate in our big
cities, the benefit once more spillirz over
to the not-so-poor urban middle class,
wherezs the undernourished babies of
the really poor have to do without any
milk.

Take now housing. Shelter comes
immediately after food and clothing in
the ranking of importance from the
point of view of the essential human
needs. Let us forget the rural poor
who do not even have any homesteads,
In the cities there has been talk of
programmes for slum clearance etc.
But the slums of Calcutta and Bombay
and the jhuggies of Delhi remain as
nightmarish as they were 30 years back;
they have probably become only more
extensive and more crowded. But are
there no building 2 ctivities taking place
in the cities? Plentifully. One has Just
to look around, especially in cities like
Delhi and Bombay, to be impressed by
the luxury buildings changing the sky-
line on all sides. Many of them are
meant to provide office space both to
the governmeny and the private sector.
The workers of such offices, especially
the officers, must ‘work in increzsingly
luxurious conditions, But many of the
other buildings are meant to be rented

out for residential purposes. While
many of these residential houses and
apartment buildings are being - cons-

tructed by private parties for the ex-
press purpose of being rented ouy at
going market rates, a very large volume
of construction of residential houses is
also taking place for providing staff
quarters to  governmen; servants and
some other categories of privileged citi-
zens (like the academic community),
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The beneficiaries may pay sums ml
from Rs. 30 to Rs. 200 1o enjoy resi-
dential accommodation® whose market
rental would be anything from Rs, 300
to Rs. 3,000 or more. :
 Very much connected with this theie
of practically free housing for the se-
lected few is the price control of build-
ing materials. For whose benefit does
price control of cement operate? While
there is a flourishing black market in
cement, there is also a large volume of
sale at controlled prices, Who gets the
permits 2 Obviously the ome who are
well-connected: obviously the ones who
can afford to pay the highest bribes.
Thus a rich tycoen can get cemeny at
icontrolled prices to construct Tuxury
apartment houses whereas there is no
control mechanism to prevent him from =
asking whatever rent he likes for thase
apartments. What  purpose - then is the -
cement price control serving except to
subsidise the tycoon? :
Take such an item as electricity which
Cah sefve necessary needs as well as
luxury demands. When electricity is
used to lighy a Imtueorlorungnelﬁo-
tric fan, it serves a necessity and by
now a large section of even the poor in
the cities make such use of power, When
electricity is used o run a heater or an
air-conditioner or a cooking range or
any of the numerous gadgets which the
tich and the no-so-poor middle class
of this country have leamt to use from
the consumers of the affluent countries
of the West, it serves luxury. It Jis
typical of the price control system of the
Country that the electricity rates are =
lower for the latter wsers, The poor
slum dweller who burns an electric bulb
pays for this electricity at three times
or so the rate than the rich upper middle
class man using an air-conditioner or
his wife using a “mixer™
Take another item that could be a
luxury or a necessity, depending on its
use e.g. telephones. It is well known ‘
that one has to wait in a queue to get
a telephone conmection, A waiting” list|
always means tha; there are people who 4
are willing to pay more than the con- "y
trolled price at which a commodity is . </
being sold. In this particular case, the-
waiting list for telephone indicates that ~
there are people who would be willing
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‘to pay a higher rental for getting a
telephorre conngetion than the rate stipu-
. lated by the zuthorities. This means!
that the use of telephones is being sub-
gwl There could be some justifica-
for -subsidisation when the instru-
ment is used as a necessity, like, say,
by a doctor. But whay justification
could be there to subsidise the use of
telephones for wives to talk to their
husbands in office or for their adoles-
cent children to talk to their boy friends
and girl friends? We have of course
been falking only of the subsidy in-
herent in the rental charged by the
telephone authorities. There is  once
again the selecy group of government
servants and some favoured categories
who get telephones free of any charge.
Travelling
“OA third example of an item of con-
sumption which could be partly a neces-
sity and partly a luxury is travelling.
When a person travels beczuse he has
to on account of some urgent
private business, it is a necessity. When
he travels because of the pleasure of
traveling, or for seeing plar.u and
meeting friends and relatives, it is a form
of hmm‘ In any  case, the pricing
system in this zrea is such as to blatan-
tly favour the rich and penalise the poor.
While the bulk of railway's revenues
comes from third class passengers, one
knows in what conditions third class com-
paftments are maintained. The conditions|
enjoyed by our first class passengers—
not even those travelling in the fabulous
eir-conditioned first class but the ordi-
nary first class—are in many respects su-
perior to those provided in any Euro-
pean railway system. The charges for
their comforts however are extremely
low—-there is no doubt at all that they
do not cover the costs of the amenities
provided. There is direct subsidisation
of firsy class passengers by those who
travel third cless. As for Indian Air-
lines it mostly yuns at a loss. The figures
for loss would be much higher if one
wer# to eliminate the transfer from one
government account to another; for a
. large proportion of the passengers are
- government servants or travelling lon
government account (among the latter
category, increasingly, ere academic
busvh~ "as travelling around the coun-

try to attend seminars, conferences, selec-
tion committee meetings and what not).
Those who do not travel on government
account usually do so on the account of
business houses—practically nobody, ex-
cept foreign tourists, pays from his
pocket. The Indian Airlines would not
ever have managed to run if it were|
to depend on those who pay from their
pocket. This is a typical example of
fantastic investments being made from
out of public funds to enzble the business
community to conduct their business and
to henefit a select group of citizens,

In a poor country like ours, especially
given the critical role played by foreign
exchange, travelling in foreign countries
or sending one’s children to foreign
countries for education ought to be re-
garded as among the ultimate in luxuries.
Yet this luxury, instead of being made
the object for penal rates of taxation, is
made cheaply available to the rich by
making foreign exchange available to
them at a much lower price thzn they
could be prcpam] to pay. The official
exchange rate is around 8.5 rupees per
dollar, though there is a thriving black
market where the dollar is exchanged for
amuch higher sum. This simply means
that those who have the means to pay
are willing to pay much more for a
dollar. This being so why should people
who want to go abroad for purposes of
travelling or who want to send their chil-
dren for education abroad or for making
business deals with foreign parties not
be made to pzy officially at the rate they
are prepared to pay in the black market?
The government could have extracted a
lot of money out of the rich by this me-
thod. which could have been used for
productive investments or spent on wel-
fare measures for the poor; but it does
not do so.

We now come to the case of motor
ears. The blatancy with which every
aspect of pn]n:y relating to the menu-
facture and pricing of this object of lux-
ury consumption has been tailored to
help the rich at the cost of the poor is
truly staggering.

(i) Motor car purchasers ean buy
new cars at a much lower price
than what the market price
would be, if there were no con-
trols, The government policy is

to lose a lot of money that
could have earned by way
indirect taxes to benefit t
purchaser.

(ii) If a government servant wants
to buy a car, he could get |
from the government at a no
rate of interest. Also, go
meng servants (along with s
associated privilege group.}
quotas allotted to them so
they do not have to wait in t
queue.

(iii) Any motor car owner is allowe
an income tax exemption to
tune of Rs 2500 as a5
his travel costs. This exe
tion holds irrespective of
much the car runs for busi
and how much it is run for
tertainment,

(iv) By putting a ban on the impo
of motor cars the gow
has enabled the private
firms to continue to make
fit whereas they would
been wiped off if they
face competition with im
cars. The setting up of
lv inefficient motor-car im
{(and now expanding it
the addition of the Prime
ter's own family’s Ma
could have had no purpoze
than promoting the welfzre
the industrial capitalists inve
What = the eountrv neerlu s
tolerably good public transpa
system and one knows
the conditions are in the
cities!

This has brought us to the subject m:
of government’s investment policy,
we shall take up in somewhat s
detail in ap article that will follow.

For “Frontier” contact:
WORKERS' BOOKSHOP
81, George Street
Glasgow G.1
England
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E Linner Line Pass, a necessary do-
‘cument for a non-Naga to enter Naga-
is granted under Section ‘A’ Regu-
ion ‘V' of 1875. Whatever rationale
e regulation had a hundred years ago,
present it seems one of the most ana-
ic  regulations stll on the
Perhaps, even now some kind
“control over unrestricted entry needs
be exercised to prevent the exploita-
n of the tribal people. But on a recent
beyond, or rather behind the Inner
I found thay as far as ‘exploitation’
tribal people by Indian business-
concerned, it is going on in full
A smart businessman is not going
w such a minor inconvenience as
requirement to obtain a Pass to come
way of his business enterprise. And
ne knows thzt behind all the *Naga-
7 business thriving in Kohima, there

he not-so-invisible Indian capital, the
s  Marwari and the aggressive
1 and all the rest of them. The
ber of Indians who, in theory at least
possess an Inner Line Pass seems
e legion even in Kohima; one can
speculzte on the total number of
holders throughout Nagaland. These
ment officials, teachers, business-
petty shopkeepers and contractors
abourers, not to speak of the army
the police, should be in tens of thou-
at a most conservative reckoning.
nd yet, a journalist, a casual visitor,
iversity teacher who wants to see
for himself, is put to the most
aginable difficulties before he can
Pass. [ myself saw the most
able kinds of persons, pure and
le adventurers in the tradition of the
booters of the Company days, hav-
glorious time making little fortunes
ima. But it is not surprising that
freebooters should have easy ac-
Nagaland, for in their own way, they
further the GOI's strategy of contain-
d finally defeating the Naga peo-
fight for self-determination. Every
aucrat, every soldier and policeman
taining Law and Ovder by raping
‘women, every ‘cultural’ missionary

the
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From A CORRESPONDENT

spreading the Noble Ideals of Swami
Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi, be
he Naga or Indian, is in fact a most
useful agent of the Government of India.
It is only people with no personal or
official stakes of any kind that are most
suspect, whose entry into Nagaland is
sought to be discouraged by zll possible
means, and who are constantly kept
under scrutiny during their brief stay
there.

Forgetting the Patkoi Range (along
which, some military  genius re-
cently suggested, there should be erect-
ed a barbed wire fencing or something|
equally silly, to prevent the visit of Naga
insurgents to China), there are, broadly
speaking, two points of enery into Naga-
land. The one most frequently used, of
course, is the road from Dimapur; other
roads from Mariani and Sonari further
to the north-east lead to the Mokakchung
and Mon areas. According to the exis-
ting rules, the Deputy Commissioner or
the Additional Deputy Commissioner of
a district is authorised to issue an Inner
Line Pass. valid only for the Distriet over
which he is in charge. For the mzjority of
visitors who enter Dimapur, there is
an authorised official (SDO, Civil) of the
Nagaland Government stationed &t Di-
mapur who issues the Pass. 1f youare
not going to Nagaland on an invitation
of any department of the Government
of Nagaland or of India, on some ‘offi-
cial’ work, it will mean a; least two days -
of waiting in Dimapur before you can
get the Pass. You submit the applica-
tion in the morning as soon as the office
opens, and if you are lucky, the pass is
jssued the following afternoon, by which
time the last bus to Kohima would have

i were. 1 you enter Nagaland:frees

e,

—
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the southern end, nobody asks to show
the Pass as the bus leaves Mao on the
Nagaland-Manipur border. I my3elf en-
tered Nagaland from the southern end
and though | had prudently - provided
myself with a ‘pass’ (of sorts)—of
which -more anon—I was not in any
way bothered till 1 reached Kohima,
and in fact for _almost twenty-four
hours after reaching Kohima, [ 'was =
I~ alone. Evidently, the people of
Manipur, provided they are mative
Manipuris, do not need a Pass to enter
Nagaland. But a Bengali resident of
Tmphal, whose family had made a home
there and has been living in Manipur
for generations, would stll need a
Pass, since his features would be, in
most cases, non-Mongoloid. But even
he can wet away-provided he is not re- .
cognisably alien and! strange, as
@ndoubtedl was when T landed ‘at
Kohima. which brings me to my recent
exnerience ap Kohima.

Friends in Imohal had assured me
that for travellers from Imphal to
Kohima and Dimapur, a Pass was not
necessary. Nevertheless | got a ‘Pass’, -
issued by the DC, Imphal, which clear-
ly identified me and zuthorised me to
spend a few days in Kohima om my
way to Dimapor. My arrival was evi-
dently not unobserved by the police—
and 1 was 'visited by the police the
next dav. had my ‘pass’ examined ‘and
dismissed as a completely invelid docu-
ment (‘Who is DC Tmphal to issue you
a ‘pass’ to enter -Nagaland?’) and -1
was taken to the Thana. More ouestions,
more explanations.  ‘Nobady but the
Deputy Commissioner of the District,
and the SDO (Civil), Dimapur, is au-
thotised lto issue pesses.” But whaf
should a man at Imphal do, if he wants
to travel to Kohima? Since the Naga-
land Covernmen; has no officer posted
at Imphal, do you expect the traveller

Ay

left Dimapur.
The ‘inspection’ of the Pass is also
curious. As the bus approaches the

Chumukedima entry point, identified, be-
lieve me, as a ‘quarantine’ point, the
guards enter the bus and jusy intently
scan the passengers, and only these whose
features are not specificelly Mongoloid
are asked to show their Passes.  This
curious racism has some odd side-effects

-
e
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to ﬂ.V to, Silchar, travel all the way by
train to Lumdifig and Dimapur, secure
“~a Pass, there, and then come up to
Kohmu! The pohcemen were natural-
Iyknot interested in the travails of a
single traveller.

Well, I did secure a valid Pass the
next day, duly reported to the Thina where
the OC not merely auspacled me to be
a snmggler (‘Did you’ visit Moreh while
- you were in Manipur?’—I should add
that Moreh is a border town in Mani-
pur, jusg north of Tamu in Burma, a
place reputed to be a mest of smug-
glers), |but kindly offered me ac-
commodauon in the Police Mess, away
from the town, where 1 was assured I
would be both safe and comfortable.
~ It seemed as if the Authority was

ding itself to ‘look after’ me. And
~ yet, if | was just a businessman, |
would have had no trouble entering
Nagaland and staying there as long as
I liked.

Is the lnner Line Permit system real-
ly necessary? Considering the number
of non-Naga residents and the tremen-
- dous influx of -non-Naga visitors, at least
~in Kohima, one can't help feeling that
the regulation is still kept on the books
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and enforced only as a matter nf habit
and convenience. The couple of days
of waiting at Dunapur that any person
without ‘contacts’ should go through,
has undoubtedly  benefited the many
hotels at Dimapur. Visitors of another
kind, the poor labourers and the mass
of persons namelessly identified as
‘deswalis’, too, have to grease quite a
few palms before they can sneak in
and get lost in their little ghettoes
in Kohima and other towns. Then
there is the very real material advan-
tage gained by the existense of the
Inner Line Pass systtem; every Govern-
ment and semi-Government employee in
Nagaland gets a special inner line al-
lowance amounting to a third of his
salary. A jolly time is had by all. The
Naga people are made to think tha; the
Inner Line Regulations protect them
from the exploitation of outsiders; the
fact that the exploitation, with a section
of the Naga people themselves having
no mean share of it, is going on merrily
is neither here not there. Though the
Indian presence in its most obnoxious
form is there for all to see the
Inner Line ‘protects’ the Naga people
from the contaminating influence of the
non-Congress political parties,

The way the Inner Line Regulations
operate in Nagaland is yet another in-
stance of the genius of India to corrupt
everything iy touches. A basically hu-
mane regulation enacted nearly a hun-
dred years ago, its form is still kept in-
tact despite, or rather because of all
the changes that have taken place dur-
ing the last one hundred years. But
the content and the spirit behind the
regulations have been corrupted beyond
recognition, so that what was once a
device meant essentially to protect the
Naga people and the British subjects
from each other, is now used, at one
level, to preserve the illusion that the
Naga pecple continue to be ‘protected’
from exploitation by the plainsmen; and
at znother level, to regulate the entry of
Indians into Nagaland, or at least of
such Indians who might not be exactly
enthused over GOI's doings there, be-
sides assuring for themselves a  free
field of operations. It has after all been
a long and continuing :Emergency’.

(To be .concluded)

The Press _

Foreign Jaunts

PATRAKAR v

l WO of the ‘sports journalists'
accompanied the Indian team
the recent Asian Games at Tehran lné
nothing to do with journalism, not i
speak of sports. One of them, who
as a ‘correspondent’ of Youth Times,
a Jan Sangh corporator of Delhi. A
ther, who went on behalf |of a
descript Hindi weekly, was a trader
profession.  The stunned Delhi Sports
Journzlists Association went through
its records—only to find with disapp .
meny that these gentlemen were never
enrolled with the association, nor ¥
ever be in all probability.
This was not the first incident of
kind. Only recently the Government
snubbed by the intrepid editor
Hindustan Times Mr B. G. Verghese,
‘choosing” one of its correspondents
accompany the Prime Minister orf
trip to Iran without the editor’s prior
permission, Verghese refused to be '
tated by the PM's secretariat and w
the battle by sending a corresponden;
his own choice. Last year, there was
scuffie between the editor of Aaj, a Ba-
naras Hindi daily, and the PIB over a

similar incident.

What is new in the recent Tehr‘n_s
jaunt scandal is that the involved puty
was not the government but a Jan '
leader, Mr V. K. Malhotra, who was the
leader of the Indian team. This is mM
a danger signal. -

Foreign trips have become one of the
most useful methods of the Government
to oblige some chosen correspondents, and
corrupy the others. In the fitness of
things, the PIB should inform the ele
of newspapers, whom it wants to be re-
presented on the foreign trips, and ae-
cept their nominees. Instzad, it is the
PIB itself or the Ministry concerned—
in the case of the P.M. it is often !lef
secretariat—hhat asks the correspondenh
of their choice to come along. Editors
are just informed, as a routine formality. ~.'
Timid as they are, there is hardly any i

i
"
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- protest, and over the years this malprac-
~ tice has rather become the custom.

- Consequently, while a sports corres-
~ pondent may be seen accompanying the
- Foreign Minister on “an important mis-
. sion” to New York, some economic cor-
- respondent may be nursing his chhola
- peg in the air-conditioned suite of some
: eign hotel where talks of a purely
- political nature between India and that

- country mighy be going on.
- Take the HT case. Normally [they
. should have asked (even if we rule out
~ the editor from the picture) the corres-
- pondent covering the External Affairs
- Ministry. Or it could have been the cor-
‘respondent covering the Petroleum and
- Chemical Ministry as the talks were likely
 to revolve round the oil crisis. But they]
~ chose a lady—obviously because she
- was chummy with the Prime Minister.
~ However, she would have certainly
~ proved a better choice (she could have
- written ‘Mrs Gandhi and the Women of
z-‘:&,‘nh' or something of that sort) than the
- nondescript correspondent of a Bhopal
 daily who was included in the press party.
I Nomally none of his stories (if he ever
~ sends any) are seen in that mewspaper
and his main function is thay of the busi-
- ness representative, And so, to the
[ amazement of the readers, the paper dis-
| closed one moming that it had a corres-
| pondent in Delhi all these days, who
{ would now be filing his despatches strai-
- ght from Techran. Needless to say, all
[ the ‘despatches’ sent by the correspon-
[ dent were of very poor quality
b
| Eat, drink and be merry
[ The worst hit in this dirty game is
| professional competence. Newsmen are
| more concerned with eating, drinking
E and comering as much duty-free goods

i as possible. No one cares for ‘coverage’.

i
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The indeceny behaviour of the Indian
press corps accompanying the Prime
Minister on her visit to the Algiers non-
aligned conference is still fresh in me-
mory, The behaviour of the Indian cor-
respondents reached its lowes; mark on
one particular night when a dinner at-
tended by them was climaxed by drunken
quarreling, shouting and banging of doors
in the hotel where they resided. At 3
a.m. the Algerian police descended upon
the pressmen's party and demanded an

‘explanation for their boisterous distur-
bance against which all. the residents in

the hotel had complained. Next momn-
ing the pressmen had to go to the police -

station and use all their persuasive akill
to wriggle out of the trouble.

Much of the responsibility for the pre-
sent state of affairs, however, can be
blamed on |the newspapers them-
selves. After all. it is not obligatory on
the part of the government to carry thew
press corps on foreign trips.

Of Games And Gamesters

GvaN KAPUR

leordnconld have changed by magic
* into physical reality, Calcutta and
West Bengal today would be, well, if not
Paradise on Earth, at least a tolerable
place to live in, with something to eat
for everyone and the other necessities
of life like shelter, clothing and medical
treatment for the sick. And, perhaps,
a meaningful education for the children
and a tolerably efficient transport system
for going about one’s business,

For, over the last quarter century, if
we have been plentifully supplied with
anything, it has been words—spoken or
in print. They have all been very gene-
rous, the well-meaning men and women
to whom the people have looked up;
but the end product of the leadership
game has always been the same. Words
for the people and the spoils for the lea-
ders. Words, of course, cos; nothing. It
is easy to be carried away by one’s own
voice over the ubiquitous mike or seeing
one’s words in print and convince one-
self about their importance,

The more deeply one looks, the more
one can see that basically there is little
change. Only forms change, the con-
tent remains more or less the same. The
rich are richer, and relatively, the poor,
poorer. The only change, perhaps, is
that the number of those who come in
between is more than it used to be and
people are a little more resigned to their
fates, a little more callous, a little more
inclined to accept things as they are
and try to get what they can for them-
selves and damn the less fortunate,

This columnist has hesitated long whe-

ther it is worth adding once again, after . *

the lapse of over three years, to the flood
of printed words, still sizeable in spite
of the newsprint shortage.  But there
are words and words, And columnists
are human too. So, it is not so difficult,
with a little Editorial prompting, to con-

vince oneself that this column nfay after =

all carry the seéds of a little change for
the better, somewhere, sometime.

» ¥ ¥

To change the metaphor, the way to
financial ruin is paved with good ianten-
tions for the West Bengal Food Depart-
ment. I seems to have a curse laid upon

it, meybe by big business whose links -

with the priests,.soothsayers and wizards .
are always cosy, Now the Department —
finds itself laden with some Rs 90 lakhs
worth of fine rice which nobody appar- -
ently wants at the price asked for it, and
all the indications are they it will go bad.
Like in previous years, among other

things part of the ration in Greater ™3

Calcutta was promised in fine Basmati
rice during the Puja/Diwali season. Un-
fortunately, whoever took the decision
to buy this rice was sadly out ofsouch
with reality. There were no takers for
this fine rice which is supposed to be ..
suitable for pillac and such fancy- fare.
Actually, few of the ration shops have*
lifted the stuff, being nearer grass roots. .
The big 90-lakh question before the
Department now is: Should they sell it
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. off on the open market, giving rationing
the gobuy? Or should they let it rot
__in the godowns? A difficult, choice in-
~  deed, for them.

55 1 ® % ¥
"“Dying.pmp!e clutch ap the proverbial
straw, Maybe this is why the Calcutta
Stock Exchange, tired of transacting lit-
tle or no business for weeks has finally,
agreed to what for them is the revolu-

Anlmwil]mmlohawbunﬁred
by the Arican Students’ Asso-
ciation in India in favour of a concert-
e&cam.pmnubehalfofﬂwvammh—
beration movements in Africa, on Novem-
ber 21 in New Delhi, though it has not
come a day too soon, nor should it have
waited this long only for the African
nationals or students to launch it
(Sweden, Canada,  France, GDR have
set up orgamsalmn to support the freedom
fighters in Africa). What our various|
congeries—governmental and government
propped-—have been doing in this direc-
tion all these years wodld not amount
to more than pious mouthings and plea-
sant social gatherings. Perhaps the or-
ganisers were ignorant of it or had to
“be diplomatically polite about it. It
was, therefore, surprising to see
grey beards among GOI functionaries
patronising and kindly consenting to in-
augurate the Campaign.

One of these worthies cautioned the
Africans against being satisfied jusy with
political freedom. The grey eminence said
that economic emancipation would alone
give the lztter real content. Nobody was
supposed to ask him: As We Did in India?
The other, as expected, traced the Gandhi-
an Connexion with South Africa. It
bethered him lezst that the liberation
moVements raging in Africa are the far-
thest from Gandhian concepts. But,
- there may be virtue in affecting connois-
seurship for the distant drums of a dark
continent.  Hypocrisy is not paitisan-
ship, but it serves as an unction for the

| ailments of the soul (Atma). And, in

1974

T

tionary change of taking a woman as a
member,

It is as yet too early to fear that the
money for groceries in countless homes
will disappear in a little flutter at the
Exchange. Or to hope that the occas-
ional rupee saved by pennypinching will
finally add up to a nice little investment
in some high-yielding stock in the hands

of the woman of the house.

- Campaigning For Liberation

L K S

India, there are more remedies for alle-
viating the spiritual pains than for the -
mundane ones.

But there was no mistaking the intent
or aim of the African students. It was
evident from the two-act play Te This
Night. .A Dawn. With three Palestinian
students in it, iy was a brilliant, terrible
czameo of the tortures the Africans have
been subjected to for the last 300 years,
without the Christian conscience of the
arrogant whites feeling uneasy abou it.
Some of the scenes were too close to the
reality nearer home for many in the au-
dience to remain unaffected. Will we draw
the necessary lessons?

As for the African students, one only
hopes, as they intensify their campaign
they will have dropped on the roadside
some of the encumbrances and embar-
rassments they have initially, perhaps un-
wittingly, acquired. Association of bu-
reaucratic grey eminences of India can
prove a deadly drag and be a dubious qua-
lity, which they can ignore only at their
peril. All the same one cannot but wish
god-speed to their modest attempts at a
breakthrough in enlisting whatever sup-

port or succour they can for their free-
dom fighters in an Asian capital notorious
for its philistinism and cyncism.

It is the seventies which are geing to

_prove the decade of destiny both for the

coloured people of Africa and the mino-
vity white governments. History is mar-
ching inexorably and i will sweep away
in its tidal wave the oppressors.

TOKYO: According to a late
ber PARC Confidential published
Pacific-Asia Resources Centre of
the Nweml:et 20 Ford-Tanaka
statement is not only a decls
principles regarding the rdam
tween the two countries, but is
preface to a new Ford Doctrine
is to be xpphad to all the “adv
countries”.

It was widely reported that the F
K.mmger team put top priority on
oil issue in the meeting with Tanaka
sisting that the oil consuming \
unite in accordance with Kissinger's Fit
Point Programme. The Japaneu. -
ernment accepted this position, ¢
transforming the U.S.-Japan
Treaty establishment into a sy
through which military and ene;gy
blems are linked.

The PARC Confidential polnts out
the US. leaders at the time of:
Tokyo conference were very conse
of the upcoming EEC conference s
ed for December 9.

Another source reported that
was concerned that EEC countries
negotiate with oil fproducing co
before establishing their own unity
garding the energy problem and
manded that the Japanese Gove
persuade the French Foreign
(who arrived in Japan just after
depa.rted} to zccept the principles
out in the Japan-U.S. Joint

According to the PARC Co
the Ford Doctrine is an ammptl-
establuh ﬂ:e hegemony of the *
ed nations” over the Third
through a reduction of oil
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the gobuy? Or should they let it rot
in the godowns? A difficult, choice in-
ched.fntthem A

*

"Dymg- people clutch ap the proverbial
straw, Maybe this is why the Calcutta
Stock Exchange, tired of transacting lit-
tle or no business for weeks has finally,

agreed to what for them is the revolu-

tionary change of taking a woman as a
member,

It is as yet too early to fear that the
money for groceries in countless homes
will disappear in a little flutter at the
Exchange. Or to hope that the occas-
ional rupee saved by pennypinching will
finally add up to a nice little investment
in some high-yielding stock in the hands

of the woman of the house.

- Campaigning For Liberation

LK S

A salvo will seem to have been fired

by the Arican Students’ Asso-
ciation in India in favour of a concert-
ed campaign on behalf of the various li-
beration movements in Africa, on Novem-
ber 21 in New Delhi, though it has not
come a day too soon, nor should it have
waited this long only for the African
nationals or students to launch it
(Sweden, Canada,_ France, GDR have
set up orsnniaation to support the freedom
fighters in Africa). What our various|
congcnu—memmentu.l ~and government
propped-—have been in this direc-
tion all these years il not amount
to more than pious mouthings and plea-
‘sant social gatherings. Paihaps the or-
ganisers were ignorant of it or had to
polite about it. It
was, therefore, surprising to see
grey beards among GOI functionaries
patronising and kindly consenting to in-
augurate the Campaign.

One of these worthies cautioned the
Africans against being satished jus; with
political freedom. The grey eminence said
that economic emancipation would alone
give the latter real content. Nobody was
supposed to ask him: ‘As We Did in India?
The other, as expected, traced the Gandhi-
an Connexion with South Africa. It
bethered him least that the liberation
moVements raging in Africa are the far-
thest from Gandhian concepts. But,
there may be virtue in affecting connois-
seurship for the distant drums of a dark
continent. © Hypocrisy s noy partisan-
ship, but it serves as an unction for the
ailments of the. soul (Atma). And, in
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India, there are more remedies for alle-
viating the spiritual pains than for the -
mundane ones,

But there was no mistaking the intent
or aim of the African students. It was
evident from the two-act play To This
Night. .A Dawn. With three Palestinian
students in it, it was a brilliant, terrible
cameo of the tortures the Africans have
been subjected to for the last 300 years,
without the Christian conscience of the
arrogant whites feeling uneasy abou it.
Some of the scenes were too close to the
reality nearer home for many in the au-
dience to remain unaffected. Will we draw
the necessary lessons?

As for the African students, one only
hopes, as they intensify their campaign
they will have dropped on the roadside
some of the encumbrances and embar-
rassments they have initially, perhaps un-
wittingly, acquired. Association of bu-
reaucratic grey eminences of India can
prove a deadly drag and be a dubious qua-
lity, which they can ignore only at their
peril. All the same one cannot but wish
god-speed to their modest attempts at a
breakthrough in enlisting whatever sup-
port or succour they can for their free-
dom fighters in an Asian capital notorious
for its philistinism and cyncism.

It is the seventies which are going to
prove the decade of destiny both for the
coloured people of Africa and the mino-
rity white governments. History is mar-
ching inexorably and it will sweep away
in its tidal wave the oppressors.

ARIO YAMARAWA

TOKYO: According to a late \

the November 20 Ford-Tanaka e
statement is not only a declaration
principles regarding the relati

preface to a new Ford Doctrine
is to be zpplied to all the “adwv
countries”,

It was widely reported that the Fo
Kmmger team put top priority on
oil issue in the meeting with Tanaka,
sisting that the oil consuming cou
unite in accordance with Kissinger’s
Point Programme. The Japanese
ernment ‘accepted this position,
transforming the U.S.-Japan
Treaty ~ establishment into a s
through which military and enery
blems are linked.

The PARC Confidential points out
the US. leaders at the time of
Tokyo conference were very cons
of the upcoming EEC conference s
ed for December 9. :

Another source reported that Kiss
was concerned that EEC countries
negotiate with oil fproducing cow
before establishing their own unity
garding the energy problem and
manded that the Japanese Govern
persuade the French Forelgn
(who arrived in Japan just after
departed) to accept the principles |
out in the Japan-US. Joint Commu

According to the PARC
the Ford Doctrine is an attempt
establish the hegemony of the “
ed nations” over the Third
through a reduction of oil cons
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;I,Irtlmmorc. it reported that another
r Washington’s prime objectives was
ve Japan take over responsibility
e security of the southern part of
+ It is highly significant that in
recent Cabinet reshufing Yamanaka
anori was moved from chief of the
ence Forces to chairman of the
| Democratic Party’s Policy Board.
as replaced by the well-known
lobbyist Uno Sosuke,

- Thoughts On

rom the position of today's rebel-
on_and refusal, Art itself _appears as
t and force of the tradition which
etuates that which is, and prevents
realization of that which can and
to be. Art does so precisely in
h as ig is Form, because the artis-
rm (no matter how anti-are it strives
arrests that which is in motion,
Iimit and place in the prevailing
Tse of experience and aspirations,
it value in this universe, makes it
among others. .work of art, ..
the Commodity Form. .. .Axt
ot (or not supposed to be) a use
ue to be consumed in the course of
; performance of men; its utilj-
of a transcendent kind, utility for
soul or the mind which does not
the normal behaviour of men and
not really change—it except for
‘short period of elevation, the cul-
d holiday; in church, i the museum,
ncery hall, the theatre, before the
ents and ruins of the great pest,
r the * bréak, real life ' continues
s as usual.” .
Herber; Marcuse: ‘Art as Form of
Reality’, New Left Review, 74,
July-August, 1972,
“It appears as a mystery to us that
the ruling classes are meticulously
the superstructure in diluting the
tionary fervour of the mazsses and
ing the seeds of spiritual impotency
). the avant garde of the working
s should abstain from ideological and

In October, before he was  moved,
Yamanaka visited the US. and con-
ferred  with Secretary of Defence
Schlesinger ‘on *'the responsibility | of
Japan and the US. for security in Asia,
especially in the event of emergencies”,
And just prior to Ford's visit, the chief
of the Joint Staff of the Self-Defence
Forces visited the US. for a series of
conferences with top U.S. military lead-
ers.

(New Asia News, November 22, 1974)

Garam Hava

SHAHID AMIN

cultural struggle at the superstructural
level to inculcate the masses with revo-
lutionary consciousness and determina-
tion,™
—Group of Students, Delhi- ‘An
Intervention . on Unification,

Letters, Frontier, October 5, 1974

tumhari tahzeeb khud apne khanjar
se khudkushi karegi jo shak'he naazuk
pe a'shivan bane ga na paidar hogra,

—Igbal.

W HAT with Bangladesh, the Q'adains
and Baluchistan following in quick
succession, one seems impelled as it were
by some Hegelian ‘cunning of reason’
to cross the Wagah border and recite
Firaq Gorakhpuri’s couplet: ‘apnon ke
kaam aaye na ghairon ke kaam aaye,
yon aadmi the aap bare teem ke' at the
‘Qaid-e-Azam's mazaar.
is is mot to say that the fate of
Indian Muslims, or for that matter, Indians
in generzl is any better. There is ob-
viously something wrong in the
politic of India for a man of Acharya
Kripalani's stature 1o reschedule a pro-
test match on October 2 into a Kirtan and
bhajan meeting in the morning at Rajghat
and a public gathering at the Ramlila
Maidan in the evening to add some more
grease to an otherwise unctuous deal with
the Shahanshah of Iran, Add to all this
the fact that Mr G. Parthasarathi has
given up -his coveted Vice-Chancelior,
ship of Jawaharlal + Nehry University

. 1

.

andnpamanengAirlndid ticket to any-
where in the world, to have extended ses-
sions with Beg and Sheikh Abdullah, -
and you have got a good enough con-
juncture for Sathyu's Garam Hava, TFs
fact that it got govermental Patronage
(tax free) and that jt took some two y
weeks 10° muster enough courage to face |
old Delhi audiences really places it well
in the India of 1974,

Now the film. That it has got a power-
ful social content cannot be denied even
by its critics. In fact its social impact -
lies precisely in making the people place ,
whatever message they think the flm js ‘
conveying in the present conjuncture.

Thus a vespa-clad first generation Punjabi
from one of the posh South Delhi Joca-
lities: *Whatever the ;
Balraj Sahani is al] right, but why &d - ®
that jalebiwalah from Jama Masjid dis-
tribute jalebis worth » hundred rupees
when Pakistan won the Asian gold in
hockey 2t Tehran?' And so on. What
is really surprising is the shabby treat-
ment it has received from an otherwise
intelligent Frontier crowd. Apart from
such bland comments like: ‘“We the un-
dersigned feel that the film is bad" or
counter-propositions from across the floor
there has hardly been any analysis of
the film and its social and  ideological
content'. I don’t think it is a case of
Frentier oldtimers deserting the old lady
for a Mass unication  Economig
and Political Weekly: despite al[ the
hallabaloo there s not a single one of
its kind worth even a cursory  migah,
It is a case of sheer intellectual apathy®,
Important as it is, et us not get bogged
down with repeating the good old phrase
about ‘you cannot lift 5 bucket of water.
from mid-air. This js not to give the
advice to the modern  Horatios about
there being more things in heaven and —
earth than are ever dreamt by their phi-
losophy either, but just to start a serious
discussion on one of the more important
films to have hit the Hindustani film é
scene, i %
A work of art, and more
has a social and ideological content in-
dependent of its artistic form. We would
not go very far if we simply take a film
as a projection of the director's persona- N
lity, or credulously gobble down whatever 1L
he has got to say about it. It has to be
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o pviewed within the framework of the so-
*“cietal whole. Lampooning the director at

the cross of your ideological standpoint,
““as some of the Marxists at the Poona
Film Institute did to Sathyu, generally

gtherates .more heat than light.

There is a let to commend in Garam
Hava as an aesthetic experience, -There.
is that beautiful opening shot, or more
f correctly, the still of a standstill railway
Y . engine (notice the froden steam). The
~ camera catches that flecting moment of
the initial movement of the engine
and races against the puffing train to
Balraj Sahani at the end of it all. There
is tha fantastic transitional kabutar
scene between Geeta and Jalal Agha.
The Qawwali is beantifally rendered,
- ~_ which cannot be szid about the diction,
' esperially in the case of the wife of Sir
<. Syyed. It is with sheer auditory relief
that one sees her off to Pakistan. The

intimate scenes ‘are in good taste.

The characterisation is well thought
out, and bold, even when it is delibera-
tely subdued, 2s in the case of Balraj
Sahani. The words. ‘kiliya, mustande’
. elc, sound exquisite from the mouth of
~the god old dadde; she might very
well have been smoking a Jabalpuri bidi.
The ‘bold daring and resolute” elder
Mirza Saheb and the unctuous Fakhru
Miyan really sum up between them the
celibre and ethos of the Muslim League
leadership, Balraj Sahani's business-
. minded elder son after a temporary
two-room house aj Lahore's Sir Ganga
& Ram Road just off the Mall, will live
- to 6wn a flat in the posh satellite town.

There is a bit more than a typical
Muslim middle-class daughter to Geeta's
character. The personz] tragedy of Par-
tition makes her sacrifice love for sheer

marital protection, in a fit of absent-
32 ““mindedness as it were. Suicide seems

the only possible denouement for her

* personal drama, though one would have
preferred not to be burdined with that
still with her wielding a Panama blade
in thg moviehall's corridors.

!hﬁqunﬁq Muslim >

~ It is really round Balraj Sahani that
: film revolves, and our appreciation
of the film depends on what we make
f} out of him: Making him ouy to be a

»

e

Nationalist Muslim really begs more ques-
tions than it answers. Why, for instance,
does his elder brother who, at ap least
in his speech gives the impression of
being an Indian Muslim Leagi, does not
stay? He could have joined the Jamat-
i-Islami, instead of the Congress, as did
Fakhru Miyan. Why isn'y Balraj Sahani
lured by the prospect of tzking over a
shoe-making concern in Pakistan, which
is certainly one of the reasons, and in
the case of his son, perhaps the main
reason for packing up?

I think thay Balraj Sahani is not
really the Nationalist Muslim that some
of us seem to think, and abouy which
the Indian Government seems to be so
happy—witness the National Integration
award. And besides, what really detex-
mined one Muslim to stay and the other
to go? Admittedly, it is not mechanis-
tically linked ‘to particular trades and
occupations. But it could not simply be
a matter of sheer psychological claustro-
phobia either. Whay then explains some
Muslims going to Pakistan in the late
fifties and sixties> Not just communal
viots, to be sure, but the difficulty of
carrying out a living.. Prof A. M.
Khusro, now the Vice-Chancellor ‘of
Aligath Muslim University, had some
interesting things to say about this in
an article entitled, ‘Economic Laws of
Communalism’, a couple of years back.

The long and short of this ail is hat
the dilemma of Balraj Sahani in Garam
Hava is really the dilemma of the Mus-
lim petty commodity producer. It is be-
cause he is a petty commodity producer
that he is so much attached to the
social milieu, in fact the two go hand
in hand. Not only is he not interested
in changing his ways, he actually strug-
gles against the new trade winds in his
profession. He has a good reputaton in
the industry—witness the big order he
has received from Ajmani Saheb—but
he seems to be losing the race not only
because there is a credit squeeze on the
Muslims in the trade, but zlso because he
is not willing to change his ways. He
is not interested in adjusting to the
change in scene, either politically or
economically. ‘People in the business’,
as the assistant of Mr Ajmani remarks,
‘want finish’, bup Balraj Sahani won't
change., As his elder son rebukes him,

il
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he won't even bother about what
ing on in the world (both in the
and inore so in the shoe-making
try) outside his haveli. He is n
thered about the shoe-makers’ syndic
in fact hel refuses.its presidentship, ¥
another Mushm -and. his relative, F
Miyen takes the lead in its proceedin
and neatly. suceeds in making. a
tune for himself.. The scene where
mani peels off the soles of the
that Fakhru Miyan has produced I
a banana peel, does not simply me
fitting punishment to the evil guy. -
really contrasts the way in which he
throwing, himself inlg,.thq.md:g
ket, by fits and starts to be sure, Wi
the way in which Balraj Sahani af
nostalgic survey of his godoym, |
beat the system by organising, shoe
duction under a much more pers
and small scale system than he-
really used to. If at all Balraj Sa
would budge, he would take two
backward rather than the standard o
step forward, No wonder the prospe
of taking over a shoe-making coms
in Pakistan does not attract ‘him in |
least. ks ARy
In fact his son really. epitomises the =
middle-cless Muslim businegsman - % he
blends business and religion to g
taste. Unlike the elder Mirza he is
a politician, he is a businessman,
finds a congenial ground in - Paki
His decision is very :rational, ;
Is his father then in contrast
this a Nationalist. Muslim, the
Kalam Azad of the UP. Muslm sh
makers and. tanners? - It seems .1
Sathyu would. . like us to  believe s
Balraj Sahani ‘is.repeatedly shown
bing something about the saerifice
M. K. Gandhi and its impact ‘on
communal scene in India. There is
sentinfental scene where he has
good look zt the Taj Mahal, the s
of Indiat—And thenthere s all
talk about mingling in thqﬂma‘i_urs_ _
nationalist mainstream to be sure. But
given t .Irqadkmai his. , <h
Sathyu Efginc'rti palm off Balrm :
to us as a Nationalist Muslim. And be-y
sides, what really explains the prese ;
or absence of this feeling in the Mu:
of the sub-continent in that conjuncture

or even today anyway’ . ls it simply &
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and by?lanes of one's childhood ?
edly this is important, but it is in-
to note that under certain con-
viz. impossibility of earning one's
‘in the way one has been used
one’s reduction to the status of
pomll. this ‘nostalgic national-
" way fto wmnthmg elsk. If
naﬁonahnh is not the basis
ois nationalism, then what pre-
r 187 It is really unfortunate that
the opportunity in the South
case of really analysing the attn-
Of bm;rgeou nationalism, we don't
too much a:bon‘l wl:y some
akistan and some remained
d inevitably Sathyu after
e India of 1947 with some
mucks it all up in the end
b wetomnieoflbelaalscm
aj. Sg]:am joining the mainstrezm?
are the peonle who constitute the
in which Balraj Sahani secks to
his loneliness and alienation?
h there are some red flaes,
_the camera seems to be pick-
the fzces of students onlv. Is the
lah also there somewhere in
ckaround that onr camera can't
dentify him? Which class of Mus-
called on to join the main-
The way the film is  being
| as pmmaive. one almost has
} g that there is a serions pun in-
'__ in the word Mnthdhsr Dhara
lrsmlatcd into Engﬁe'h ‘which by
. quitk of language can ‘best  be
ted as ‘Mammeaml \
ﬁ!m s definitely u!eologu:a'l mas-
as it talks about ome section of
slim community and not another.
enrofus the way in which a majority
inkine Indians seem to see a com-
problem when it is to a t
a class one, and ignore a majot

to

Hay

I. ‘A Film-goer, Calcutta's reply to Balai
Dutt’s letter on Garam Hava (Fron-
tier, October 12, 1974, just about
sums up the point that I am making.

2. See Arjun Bandyopadhyay's letter
Frontier, October 12, 1974, which ta-

ckles this point in a Jab dil hi toot gaya,
to jee ke kya karenge vein.

*1 am grateful to my friend Amitabh
Mukhopadhyay for having given me the
major ideas for this piece one evening
in the Delhi University coffee-house.

Letters

Two Kissingers ?

“Kissinger Go Back"”, shouting this
slogan the CPI and CPM, organised two
separate protest demonstrations on the
day and hour of his arrival in New Delhi
Pzlam airport and the American Embas-
sy respectively. Next day, a joint de-
monstration was- held outside the Indian
Council of Warld Affairs headauarters,
where Mr Kissinger was to speak.

Kissinger was not to be welcomed and
should be forced to go back as he is,
“the brain behind CIA zctivities through-
out the world, the killer of Comrade Al-
lende, democrzcy and socialism in Chile,
the main architect of the plan of military
bases in the Indian Ocean, responsible
for the aggressive designs of lsracl in
West Asia, agent of world capitalism
and imperialism, angel of death for the
pezce loving people of the world...."
This is how Kissinger was described in
the Urdu party orzan of the CPI, the
keekly Hayat, dated October 27.

Buy this was a half truth. The other half
of the naked truth was not disclosed by the

reforrdist Communist: Parties of India.

They dared not inform their cadre and

the toiling messes of Indin thay Kissinger
was comine to India straight from the
“yenguard” of the socialist world, ie.
the USSR, where he had gone on a
slate visit to hold talks to bring the
USSR and the USA closer and ensure
further consolidation of the princile of
peaceful co-existence among di t

m&mpmliug s;lstuns) He u)oya! ﬂm 2
hospitality of the General Secretary of the ..~
CPSU, Comrade Brezhnev. He was
welcomed in Moscow as the consofida-
tor of peace and harmony. He was re-
garded as the main force in the USA
who had positively influenced the policy
of detente immensely after Nixon's un-
ceremonious cdeparture fmm the White
House. '
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Shams
_ Delhi

Mrs Gandhj’s Democracy

The new Congress president S D. K.
Bzrooah, stated in a circular to the Con- -
gress leaders of Bihar, “Reactionary =%
opportunist parties. groups and indivie -
duals are trying to undermine the fabric
of parliamentary democracy having re-
course to extra-constitutional means. The
right to vote and to be govermned by
elected representatives is a precious de-
mocratic right which the peuple will
never agree to throw away”. Almost,
in the same tune Mrs Gandhi ~sserted .
that she would not agree to the dissolu-
tion of any State assembly in the country
under pressure. She forgot Kerala, 1959.

In Bihar, in less then nine months
since the movement began, about 200
people have been shot deed. There are
at present 50.000 BSF and CRP amied :
forces, in addition to the 40.000 State
police force, posted all over the State. :
Tf this is not enouch, the Armv is all. the
time kept on the alert. Official estimates =
put the daily egpenditure on the police
arrangements at Rs 1 lakh. There is
not a sinale importany educational insti-
tution which does not have armed police
pickets. In word, Bihar has the appea-_
rance of a police State.

In the second place, the attempt to
protect the legislature takes the form of
not allowing i to meey except for the
mimmum  constitutional  recmirements.
Tn these two vears the Assembly has been
in session for hzrdly a few months. The -~
State has been ruled through ordinances.
Excent for the police wing, in all the = |
31 districts of the state, the administra- "
tion is totaliv paralysed. The strugele
o!t!nepeoplefornomalﬁfeuuetvn"&




_bullets. The DIR and MISA are misused
to lock .up opponents of this regime of
__ temor and blood.

Demgcraey demands the throwing of
such a police government which rules
di&lgh grdinznces and M[SA. The real
issue in parliamentary democracy is pre-
cisely the right of the people to recall
the representatives when they violate not
only the mandate of the people but their

promises to them. -.
Pramatha Sengupta
Howrah

The Angolan Agony

We have read your two issues of
October 5 and 12 and would like to com-
pliment you for focussing the spotlight
on>liberation movements all over the
* world. We’ like to congratulate Mr L
K. Shukla for having given us an insight
into the complexities of the Angolan
sitvation. -Even though FNLA and
MPLA have znnounced a cease-fire and
entered negoliations with Lisbon, our joy
is tempered with cadtion in view of cer-
tain Jfagtors, and we still agree with the
major points made in Mr Shukla’s article.
It is a pity, however, that Mr A. Gupta
who visited, it seems, Angola etc, has
nothing much or original to say. Alas,
Liskon's link="with NATO whose kingpin
is the USA, the arch enemy of freedom
in.the Third World, give us cause for
anxiety. The Simonstown agreement be-
tween the _u.l"n: and South Africa
for joint naval ‘xercises is another af-
front to us. The Porluguese President,
Gomes" recent visit to the USA cannot
enthuse us in view of disclosures and
avowals that the CIA as an arm of fore-
ign policy of the U.S. will continue to
subvert national governments and install
-“dictators who will help the USA to
exploit the cheap labour and mineral re-
sources and dump its manufactures on
the captive markets of these countries.

Oyr feers are coming true if 41 deaths
m Mpzambique on October 21 are any
indication. Unless the transfer of power
is total and immediate there will be more
 bloodshed, the blacks dying in larger

numbers at the hands of the white set-

tlers, the whﬂ: troops siding with them,
- Qymd the lramﬂeonal government, with
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blacks preponderant” in it, feeilng in-
hibited to assert itself, showing itself to
be paralysed, if noy a puppet vis-a-vis the
junta of whites and their troops.

In our support we conclude by quoting
(from :the Economist, London, Septem-
btr 14, 1974: *“The ratio of blacks te
whites in Mozambique is 40 to 1;
aided, no white rebellion has a c.hance
of succeeding. If this week's uprising
was planned, and not just a spontaneous
protest, iy was probably intended to create
the sort of anarchy that might provoke
South  African  intervention. Sym-
pathisers are reported to have crossed
into Mozambique in response to the dis-
sidents’ appeals for South African and
Rhodesian support, and mercenaries are
szid to be gathering at varoius South
African centres”. This will be repeated
in Angola if we know the whites and
their wavs. If our leaders are not eare-
ful, if they feel tired, if they are im-
patient for compromises with Lisbon, we
ave afraid, Mr Shukla's prophecy might
come true in the case of Angola: “It
will be the last to be free, and quality-
wise, perhaps, the least”. He hints at
his nation's experience.

An African Student
Delhi

Postal Workers

The Government has resorted to very
strict measures of punishmen; against the
P. & T. strikers. In the course of the
railwaymen’s struggle more than 409 of
700,000 Centarl Government employees
besides the two million railway workers,
intended to go on an indefinite strike
but it was called off after a day. The
strikers were mainly postal workers and
audit employees for whom the withdrawal
of the strike was a tragedy. One of the
Caleutta dailies considered their strike
as “non-event”.  But the Government
does mnot think so. It punish-
ed all the strikers in general by break-
in-service and has been imposing many
cther punitive actions such as 50% de-
duction of udditional dearness allow-
ances etc. The Government is also insis-
hng that strikers express regre; for the
“offence”.

Now the ill-fated postal workers have
become victims of economy measures.

About 20,000 are lhreal.end with loss ﬁ
jobs because of the abolition of the Ex-
press Delivery System. The old systems are
being gradually abélished and the new
system of automation like the PIN m '
is being introduced, throwing w
workers out of job.

A new development is the go-slow W :
in certain post offices as a protest by the
postal workers against s!oppageo of over-
time aliowanqes,_ though tovemme" du-
ties continue. The consequent ‘diso

is being blamed on the workers.

The system of Indian Posts & T&ﬁr
graphs cannot be said to be um -
mic because P. & T. is lhemm :
revenue yielding concern after the Kﬂv
ways, nor inefficient bmuse the i
tructure of the system.is financed m&
by the Woild Bauk. Yet the worhl;g m-‘ .
punished and deprived of their dues,

There zre more than 5,000 workmavkc
are not regular employoen of the depart-
ment. They are called “Extra Dq!ﬂ
mental” staff who are paid anything 3
tween Rs 10/- and m/-wmnﬂhhey 3
work mainly in village post offices and
their work is not less than that of

regular workers,

The different trade union organumm
are thriving in the P, & T Department
just as a shield of the Establishment. The
strike of May 10 was unsuccessful because
of internal sabotage by the leadership
and it became another handle with which
the administration created disruptions
among the workers, P. & T workers,
an important part of the working class in
India, are an unorganised force under
dishonest leadership.

The crisis is deepening and thereby
speeding up the process of effective strug-
gle especially after the great debacle of
the last strike. The rzilwaymen went far,
yet the strike failed providing good lessons
to the workers that: (i) mere economic
struggle cannot succeed; (ii) there should
be a programme of resistance struggle
against repressioni (iii) a proper lea-
dership is needed to transform the strug-
gle into a higher form of class struggle;
and (iv) conventional trade unionism is

obsolete today.
Kanak Ray
Tripura
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The Contrast

| October I, the national day of People's
- China, was observed in several West Eu-
t ‘ropean capitals; there were exhibitions of
- modern Chinese arts and crafts, books

and magazines, posters and Paper cut-

t tings etc.
! il was interesting, the tremendous in.
| terest, enthusiasm and respect with which

the local people responded. It js indeed
a contrast to whay | have seen during
Indian Republic day. There would be
- 1o local people to organise the occasion. ,
; Instead a few local capitalists would be
.| present at the Embassy; if they played host
L | else it would be in Sheraton hotel. There
i the Ambassador would tell us the story
.~ of future “bumper crops” and recite sta-
3 . tistics of non-existing development or
g ﬁan_g on to the glorious past. Of course
o there would be photographs of imported

- machines, green paddy fields, overfed
- people of the rich community, and a por-
trait of the Prime Minister, But there
-
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are people who see through the bluff,
They can hardly forget frequent adver-
tisements for help to plundered Indians,
they see and read too often about the
Indian rulers who make frequeny trips
to beg. This explains why the local peo-
ple have contemp; for the Indian system,
It is indeed painful to live in a foreign
country and witness this sharp contrast
between the prestige of two great coun-
tries, both potentially alike. On one
side, China's magnificent  development
and Indila’s disgraceful but artificial
underdevelopment, China's  mounting
prestige and India’s induced beggary,
Both have a great past and heritage; a
great civilisation and great potency. Yet
India has lost her prestige under the
rule of scoundrels, As an Indian it is
indeed a painful experience. TN to-
wering existence of China points at the
failure of the Indian ruling class. This
existing contrast should another millions
of Indians and convince them of the
path of revolution. Therefore, no matter

ERE R T --'s—'p :-ﬂ

how painful the contrast might appear,
we Indians should in the final analysis
be delighted, as it sharpens our conscious- %
ness and consequently hastens the funeral =
of the Indian ruling class. -

An Indian living abrod

3

“Execution Delayed

Sri Kistzgoud and  Sri Bhoomaiah,
Naxalites, were to be hanged at 4.30 ~
am. on 26-11-1974 a Secunderabad
Jail. The execution was stayed . by the
Government a few hours before 4.30 a.m.
We request all democratic forces 1o
make representaticns to the Chief Min-
ister of Andhra Pradesh and the Prime
Minister of India for the cancellation
of the death sentence on the two.,

P. Venkateswath

General Secretary ~

A. P. State Civil Liberties Committee I
Hyderabad
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