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A BURNT OUT CASE ?

ACCORD!NG to police reports, almost all the members of the CPI(ML! ':5_
A Central Committee, the pro-Lin Piao one reconstituted by Mr Mahad
Mukherjee, and its polit-bureau as well as the district committee leaders have
arrested within the course of a few weeks. The arrests began, it it said, after
rather stormy meeting of the Central Committee in early November, at
Mr Mukherjee came in for sharp criticism over the individual annihi
tactic. Mr Mukherjee is reported to have resigned as General Secretary
the spot. He was later arrested, after quite a few of his com
had been rounded up. The arrests prove that the infiltration of the gre
has been extensive.
How are these people faring now in jail or police lock-up > Perh
it is too early for them to be handed over to the jail administration; perhaps -
they are still being “interrogated”,  which is a euphemism for torture. -7_;1?,
wife of a former journalisy who was arrested found him black and blue h
the was allowed to see him. And then one can read the following inimita
story inThe Statesman, Calcutta: 2
“The Park Stree; police filed a report on Wednesday (December 18)
before Mr B. N. Chandra, Metropolitan Magistrate, sitting in the court of
the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate, Calcutta, alleging that Mahadev Muk
attempted to commit suicide on December 14 at 7-30 am. in a lavatory o
the Intelligence Branch Office in Lord Sinha Road, Calcutta, under police
Rock-up, by putting fire to a napkin wrapped around his hands. s
“It was reported that the wearing apparel of Mukherjee and some parts
of his body were bumt. Oa hearing Mukherjee’s scream, the constable on -
duty and others rescued him and after administering frst aid, removed him
to the police cases hospital, Alipore, where he was attended to and later
discharged. i
“It was further reported that the constable on duty heard Mukherjee
crying out that that ‘comrades’ allegation against me of misappropriation of
Rs. 182 lakhs of the party fund is 2ll false’ ete. N
“The accused Mukherjee is in police custody till December 27 next = |
the order of the Sub-Divisional Judicial Magistrate, Alipore, 24-Parganas, in |
connexion with a case of alleged criminal conspiracy, rioting, murder,
waging war against the State, sedition etc. - -
“The Metropolitan Magistrate ordered the issue of a warran of arrest

-
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before the court on January 2.

- Mr Mukherjee was under very strict
- watch because he had once escaped
from hospital while in custody; and it
- is well known that the police, in their
~ compassion for the prisoners, do mot
~ lend them any material with which
~ they can attempt suicide—towels, box
- of matches and things like that. Be-
~ sides, of the many ways of committing

- suicide, putting fire to a napkin wrap-
- ped around one’s hands must be unique.
- It is evident that Mr Mukherjee was
~ in such a shape, as. a result of ‘interro-
~ gation', that he could not be produced
- in court. The cry about the money was
- meant to reflect a pang of conscience
- that had urged him to take his own
life.
~ Maybe on some pretex; or another
- Mr Mukherjee will not be produced in
~ court until he is show-worthy, Our
t:__anlsistrales will not object, they are
great believers. If Mr Mukherjee—who
s one of the many to undergo an ordeal
- by fire—is already a burnt out case he
 may die. The official version of a
- natural death will be accepted and busi-
- siness as usual will go on. Such is

&:ﬁm state of West Bengal.

- No Time To Quarrel

- Those who may wonder at the mesme-
ric power of the Congress President who
~ has been able to make the rival faction
- leaders of the youth and student wings

i

i
a

- of the West Bengal Congress to eat from
~ the same organisational trough must have
- forgotten that only a few days ago the
%";ii;pteme leader of the party had issued
;-‘;Jﬂm terse direction: “Let there be. no

differences in the party”. The magic
- wand is hers, not his. Mrs Gandhi was
- annoyed at the sharp exchanges in the
;” ‘executive of the Congress Parliamentary
~ Party over the question of nationalisa~
E tion of the sugar industry and Mr K. D.
- Malaviya's plea for a purge of rightists
from the Congress. A self-proclaimed
fellow-traveller, Mr Malaviya merely
- acted up to the latest fraternal call given
- by the CPI in its draft political resolu-
5' tion for the tenth congress to the pro-
- gressives within the Congress party to
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assert themselves. Mrs Gandhi's admo-
nition left the party's stand and hers as
unclear as before. Her behest to the
boys to highlight what the party and the
Government have done for the people
was not very helpful either. What they
have done to the people is for everyone
to see; the Prime Minister seems to sug-
gest that what they have done for the
people is something entirely different.
When the Prime Minister asks her
partymen to talk only of the plus points
of their party and Government she must
must have a purpose in view, Almost
all Opposition parties agree thag she has
made up her mind to ask for a sudden
dissolution of the Lok Sabha in the next
few weeks to force a snap poll. The
Constitution may come in the way for
the constitutional requirement of delimi-
tation of constituencies on the basis of the
1971 census results has not yet been met.

But where there is ingenuity there is a way.

There is no provision for President's rule
at the Centre, and if the Prime Minister
resigns and asks for dissolution of the
Lok Sabha in the next few weeks, the
country will be left with a caretaker
Ministry only. Without a Lok Sabha it
will not be possible to pass even a vote-
on-account budget to defray governmen-
tal expenditure after March 31. A
strong case for a one-time exception of
the mandatory provision of the Consti-
tution for delimitation of constituencies
after every census will thus have been
made. One mandatory provision of the
Constitution may be used by the Prime
Minister to override another.

Even if the Prime Minister does not
go in for a snap poll and the present
Lok Sabha is permitted to run its full
course, there is not much time left for
the ruling party to set about in earnest
the task of explaining to the people that
without their knowing it how much of
poverty has been eradicated from the
country. The anti-smuggling campaign
has lost much of its shine; so some other
gimmicks must be on the conveyor line,
like a ceiling on urban property. Pro-
perty-owners  know their Government:
they will not panic, while the deprived
will be impressed. But the party must
be ready for deriving full advantage from
such socialistic measures. The time for
quarrelling over policies and attitudes is
up.  Congressmen will have to stow

‘to that extent Mr Subramaniam is on
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away their diﬁel.‘enc:s‘}nliti“["t'l;e elecuon-a =

are over and dedica'te- themselves to the
all-important task of " winning the next _
elections. At election-time théir effdms -

ains
will be supplemented by active assistgace :‘m
from 500,000 or | million Seva Dal vol- an al
from500.000 or | millien Seva Dal vo- export
lunteers who will be present in every deed
poliing booth in the country to serve the India
voters. God willimg, i the party is re- *  to hel
turned to power thers will . be enough But
time for discussing such trivial Yssues as " vacorc
nationalisation of the segar indushy or has a
for quarrelling over so-called -principles twistis
and policies of the Congress. there
givers
: s 2 presst
Devalue, Or.... )~ count
= most
Devaluation of the rupee is one swb-. ;:;k;
ject on which most Indians have learnt ant
not to trusy ministerial. statenfents, The of pi
equivocation that preceded the 1966 de- foreig
valuation is all too fresh in our memory faree
The Union Finance Minister, Mr C. Su- And

bramaniam, has now pulled all his weight
to nip any such speculation in the bud.
And the arguments marshalled by him .
certainly look rational. He has conceded - i,

—rge——

that the rupee has suffered a very con- L

siderable fall in value; from 100 paise
in 1949, 10 a mere 27.6 paise now. But
there is no question of devaluing the
currency on that count, The currencies
of many other developing countries—
he cited the experience of Indonesia, =
Pakistan and the Latin American nations -
—had also been depreciated owing to .
inflationary conditions, What is more, the #
dollar, the currency, of what Mr Subra-
maniam described as the- strongest eco-
nomy of the world, is in a similar situa-
tion. These parallels, the Finance ' Minis-
ter obviously hopes, should allay any fear
that the rupee facts a critical or a uni- . .
que situation and that it should be singled ™
out for a dose of devaluation,

The argument is good so far as it
goes. But. the pity is that itedoes not
go far enough. The theory that thisin-
ternal and the external value of a cur- .
rency should have some sort of parity
has by and large been discarded. And

strong ground. But the point is that the
degree of inflation in India is far more
pronounced than in most other countries.-
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ing the first three quarters of 1974, Mrs.  Gandhi for the man and of right. You are not given a job
.| . it has roughly ranged at an average rate woman they are. Take the issue allowed to get away. Commit su
. of 30 per cent a year. The second, and of passports. Mr Bhutto threatens loud- or fight, or be labelled unpatriotic.
. 'the more important, 'point ithat’ works ly for all the world to hear that he would remember, you are no Gandhi to be the
against india is that the balance of pay- impound the passport of this or that director of, half a dozen firms, or sc e
n situation for the courtry has taken opponent. There is a retaliatory chorus body's daughter-in-law to be ecamfng
an alarming turn in spite of a marked of protest all over, that this is despotism Rs. 9.000 and odd as monthly s

export growth. It is possible, and in- and cannot be taken lying down. from an insurance company so as not
deed likely, that the foreign friends of In contrast what does the Priyadar- wish for leaving the country.
India would mount a massive operation shini Government do? It has issued a
to help the country tide over the crisis. secret circular to officers which effec-

But would be it without a price? Past tively though silently achieves the re- FRONT‘ER
" eacords do not support such a view. There sults which Mr Bhutto's fiats may just -
has always been an element of arm- dream of. The circular says that when INLAND
twisting in such relief operations, and the officer certifies someone’s case he
there is no reason to believe that the sid- also takes the responsibility of certify- Six months Rs
~ givers would refrain from putting such ing from the point of view of police One year s
# pressures this time also. To force a verification and mo further police veri- Three years Rn:

- i .- fcation i : i - : e
: _t‘:.ountry to devalue its t.\'m:ency h_as al Ef‘ ion 15 done. Instead Pf making any: Five years " Rs. 10000
~- most become a neo-colonialisy version of  thing casier for anyone, it makes every &

&% making a country surrender its sovereignty officer hesitant. ~You may be told that i
F _ - bjaunboat diplomacy. With a stag- this can be done through a usual po- By Sueace Ml
-pant econ-omy‘ a hig deﬁcit in [he balancg lice veriﬁ:atian. and il'l tha.t case no A". countries
of payments and increasing reliance on certificate from any Deputy Secretary Foreign AJR M AIL RAT-
foreign help, India’s defence against a °of 2 Stipendiary Firsy Class Magistrate ioa : £
forced devaluation is now extremely low. 1 needed. Easier said than done. This (One Year
And herein lies the danger. you fealiﬂhe when you Vl-':!ii a police ) ]
station where you are told, perhaps :
pﬂ;pcrly. ;ha( it is no function of the ‘;ﬁl::;? il }:50 do
-~ 1 . : police to help you get a passport un- v
~ No Exit, No Reprieve Ja.our papers are sent to them by The Netherlands .. 1830 dollars
s the Regional Passport Officer for veri- cax - 18
. A correspondent writes from Delhi: fication etc. You afe convinced. ' It
With all his flamboyance the Man impresses you as flawless. But equally .-
from Larkana can learn a lesson or two flawless, on the surface, is the require- Back numbers of Frontier, more
from the Woman from Allahabad. Both ~ ment that you be certified by a Deputy than two months’ old, cost Re 1
aze: Prime Ministers in their countries. Secretary/Stipendiary First Class Ma- each if they are ‘available.
the former talks of a thousand-year war, gistrate who must have known you for Frontier will no longer be sent
&-— the latter quietly transmutes protectorates tw?n:'ears. by VPP =4
into associates.  This legerdemairl has e question is how many of us can T AL
_ earned her sneaking admiration; iand be so privileged as to enjoy the friend- Long-term Subscriptions W“L“'"_
there are screen .beauties of yester ship or acquintance of a Deputy Secre- he'p the weekly. o
years eager to be snapped with this tary or a Magistrate, first or third class? 5
doughty lady. And yey passport poses no difficulty for
Quite ' characteristically, their res- smugglers, racketeers, contraband ped-
ponses to situations and their styles of lars. They get it daily. Who issues to st aqwa -
. functioning  reveal Mr. Bhutto and them? Are they all friends of the offi-
: " ials? Why does the Government of el wigurdy § TESRA | e faz
India want you to be friends with this ’ Beas
For “Frontiei” contact: traitorous class of officials, or why does az=s b il
. : it require you to belong to the class of = N TA B,
E_{ORIGRS' BOOKSHOP noveau riche, crooks, gun-runners, and Bfsb—ste C4TF FW' ;
- hustlers? Why, as an honest  citizen, A
.~ 81, George Street you are denied a passport, if you want so% wtgaril | wired) § w-ve <
= e to quit for a job abroad or fulfil some < (e —— 'ﬂﬂ.' |
Glassgownﬁ.l assignment’?  Ask these and a host of o= g e
other questions. You will know quickly BRE— % Lian AFiTed ) s—abt

United Kingdom which class is allowed this as a matter — __-!ii
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YN the context of the general fear of
: a nuclear war developing all of a
~ sudden in the Middle East, the nuclear
Capabdlty of India adds a new dimen-
sion to the situation in  South Asia.
PrOspects of peace here now hinge on
the calculations of New Delhi regarding
its strategic objective of maintaining it-
~self as a dominant power and a future
~ challenger to China.
Japan had suffered grievously during
~ the close of World War Il as a target
- of the first atomic bomb. It had to op-
~ pose preparations by nuclear aspirants
. anlywhere in the world to acquire or
. expand capacities to deliver the “goods”
~ after India’s ‘accomplishment” in the
- field of nuclear weaponry. Papers like
': ‘Asahi Shimbun detected and analysed the
real intention as against the apparent
~ and deceptive, behind the May 1974
underground explosion in Rajasthan.
The explosion indicated the opening of
a new chapter in the evolution of Indiia
~ as a bourgeois nation-State, set on the
- classical imperialist path of employing
- deterrent military power to achieve poli-
- tical ends. The ruling elite responsible
for turning over the State’s defence po-

has dropped enough hints ever since, in-
dicating a fixed strategy aimed at acquir-
ing “self-sufficiency” in nuclear fuel as
. to maintain unhindered progress towards
. a nuclear stockpile. Narora, where the
. Congress held a conclave to adop; the
> - power-political decisions to be effected at
~ home, symbolises the new clan of this
elite; the site selected for developing
“atomic energy for pezceful purposes”,
will become another landmark along the
‘road to absolute military _supremacy in
the South Asian region.

~ What the Chinese VicePremier, Mr
- Teng Hsiao-ping told a non-official dele-
gation from Japan on June 6 is now
known. That Russia is behind India’s
decision to enter and prosper by remain-
ing in the nuclear club has been borne
- out by the slow though sure-footed po-

‘ : .I.' . _

licy from conventional to nuclear weaponry -

litical march northwards. Sikkim has
been incorporated as virtually a

pro-
vince, though maintaining ‘the jar-
gon of an “associate” State. Nepal is

being cajoled and bullied to accept the
annexation of Sikkim, an example of
the British imperialistic hang-over. Pe-
trol has been withheld, the Kosi river
project virtually jettisoned (because of
poor, little Nepal's “apathy” towerds the

very scheme that would benefit its west-

ern region most), diplomatic anger ex-
hibited over Nepaleese public expressions
of protest against ‘the eclipse of the
Sikkimese right to - self-determination |,
and furtive threats are now being held
out by stopping the export of essential
consumer goods like salt,

Peace Zone

India’s attitude towards the question
of a nuclear-free peace zone in the
South Asian region brings out its ambi-
valence. A universally acceptable prin-
ciple does not become vitiated just be-
cause it is sponsored by a neighbouring
State with which India had had <onfron-
tations since the advent of independence.
Yet the UN. saw these two neighbour-
ing States wrangling and splitting and
two resolutions being passed. While
New Delhi insisted on an initiative com-
ing from all littoral States concerned in
a concerted manner, Pakistan made
straight for the ultimate objective of a
nuclear free South Asia. Compounded
with this sorry exhibition of a persistent
refusal to face realities and to present
a unitedly agreed front in the UN.,
is the “feeling” of the Government of
India that “any attempt at solution of
the problem of keeping the Indian Ocean
free from naval bases will be counter-
productive, as the question can be
settled only at the UN. elvel”. (Times
of India News service repory of the pro-
ceedings in the Rajya Sabha, November
15). Yet, when Dr Kissinger came to
India and tilted with marvellous diplo-
matic affability towards the Government

TR _ﬁ"u R T e, SRR

Peace-mongenng To The Tndians
Sub-Continent

R. P. MuLLIcK

oF India's stratosts e of - sapenihity”
in the Indian Ocean zone, the Defence

Minister just talked about the U.S. base I
of Diego Garcia, agreed to disagree =4
with him, but could not see the” necessity i
of clinching this issue, or the alliedwne E
of US. nuval presence in the area (in- :
cluding entry, at will, of a sizable fleet E
including vessels équipped with nuclear a
missiles“and power). h

The root of the matter is that New d
Delhi knows well every detail of the r
armed presence of both the USA agd™ - 4
USSR, their cooperative contentidh in S
the Indian Ocean, and, since ‘the latter Ii
has to be given all indulgence as a ¥
“traditional ally”, the former cannot be el
approzched formally even on the subject.» S
As a result of New Delhi’s studied in-__ =
action. cloaked in verbose propaganda™ -0
for international consumption, its alleged c
solicitude for creating and maintai¥inga > |
peace in South .Asia is a pastime foy F-d
scoring fine points of political ‘polemics, It
forgetting the basic tenets of Panchsheel o
and co-existence on the basis of mutual n
respect, thus ignoring Pakistan as well f:
as China. of

It is for the unbiassed to see now v
that the latter two have won greater in- ~ § —~ ol
ternational  support in the UN. over ~ . - (i
their consistent stand in favour of. rid- d
ding South Asia and the Middle East _ - th
of the nuclear menace. ‘The chagrin of ti
New Delhi's representative in the U.N. S
was complete when, closely following on B
his spummg of a Swedish suggestionfor h:
the “placing of all its nuclear aclmues ' <o
under international safeguards” in the - L«H
Political Committee (October 26), the - 2

same committee adopted a |3-nation %

resolution that “‘noted with concern the D
expansion of the nuclear’ ¢lub”, Strange- A
ly enough, the present rulers of India, S0
who have sworn and still swear by peace sl
and non-violence between nations, can- Ve
not agree with the simple and forthright . - th
suggestion for international supervision| ™ ~all

of all nuclear explosions, which is ne-
cessary if only “to neutrilise risks whic
peaceful nuclear explosions, ifeat all re-
quired, can pose for weapons dedelop-

ment and nuclear armament”, . M
Neawer To Sangh -9~ N
In opting for nuclear capablhly. the
ruling Congress has come’ closer to the -y
right reactionary Jan Sangh (a party it
™
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never tires of condemning but whose
' feaihers of supercharged-ultra-nationalism
. it borrows. What will be the wages of
i such strategy > The events of Decem-
1971, when the real liberation of
East Bengal was stalled by a controlled
and super-imposed “liberation” with the
help of a still conventional war ‘machine,
| did leave a new awareness among the
] ruling clase leadership here. It was as
- though the entire political situation in
' South Asia acquired a perspective mobi-
lity, the -ultimate end of which could
inspire it with a bourgeois-chauvinistic
elan.  Despite the cruelly burdensome
cost-factor of the “liberation” and the
victory, this leadership has continued to
wnurse the objective of achieving a de-
« cisive domination. . This concept has by
_ arch large bred a sense of urgency to
" go ahead and perfect its missile srtategy.
It has seen, since the Arab-sracli war
of October 1973, that tactically effective
missiles—surface-to-air,  surface-to-sur-
face, air-to-ground, and the submarine-
or-speed boat-fired types—can prove de-
vastating in any limited war (regional)
.~ of short duration. Hence the need for
(i) going all out in the indigenous pro-
duction of missiles—as announced by
the Minister  for Defence Produc-
tion on Novimber 30 in the Rajya
Sabha. The public sector corporation,
Bharat Dynamics Ltd., 'at Hyderabad,
has_already swung into the manufacture
= of such types; and (i) importing the
« same from Russia with which India has
a treaty of friendship. If small and in-
significant West Asian States, like Abu
Dhabi, or the more - important, Saudi
Arabia, could ‘decide to acquire super-
* sophisticated combat aircraft and mis-

verbial hair-breadth difference between
_ the attitude of pugnacious defiance (of
. - all the well-meaning peace-directioned

siles, why not India? It is only a pro-

For Frontier contact
_MANITHAN,
~ No. 2, Mangesh Street,

T' Na’gar!

resolutions of the UN) by Israel which
ie committed to using atomic weapons in
any future war, and that oriented towards
accompolishing power-deterrence through
the self-same strategy which India exhi-
bits, though it is guite capable of mas-
king the strategic purposes and objectives
with repetitive moralisations on peaceful
intentions. Since the U.S. and the USSR
have already shown the way to smaller-
than-super powers in West Asia as to how
they could acquire, through borrowing
or gratutious aid, missiles and nuclear-
energy, the former by emboldening and
empowering Israel, and the latter vis-a-
vis Egypt, Syria and Iraq, there remains no

_bar to a re-enactment of that drama is

South Asia. Already CENTO-sponsored
naval exercises have taken place, spaced
over eleven days. Both the super-pow-
ers are now decisively increasing their
naval presence, and feverishly furnish-
ing bases with all necessary installations
for the re-equipment and replenishment
of vessels and a sophisticated communi-
cations system. India is not lagging be-
hind, thanks to meaningful and interes-

ted aid from Russia in the fields of
ballistic and satellite-operated ~ com-
munications  technology. Should

contention and conflicy develop between
the USSR and China over their disputed
borders in the north (Moscow has all
but rejected a recent Peking proposal
for a non-aggression pact and mutual
withdrawal of troops from disputed
areas), there is every possibility of India’s
nuclear-cum-missile strategy coming into
open application; 'reasons for conflict
along the northern Himalayan border
can be cooked up easily to provide the
pretext. It is in this context of a possi-
ble future conflagration in Asia, in which
nuclear weaponry is likely to be used
with no holds barred that the role of

Nepal assumes significance. Not without
reason, therefore, has a pressure cam-
paign been mounted against Nepal, its al-
leged “truculence” (meaning insubordi-
nation towards the big brother in the
South), its allegedly opportunistic balan-
cing of power between China and India.
Could there be a cruder distortion of
the Nepalese policy of offering sincere
friendship to both ?

Who Will Control The
World’s Resources ?
IN the past year, a battle over the

future  distribution of the world’s
resources has emeiged that will shape
the history of the final quarter of the )
twentieth century. Third World coun=
tries have mounted an unprecedented
campaign to develop economic and peli-
tical power over their resources and to
change the terms of international trade.
The US. has responded with a policy
of confrontation, trying to organize th
consuming nations in order to break the
tenuous unity forged by the raw mate-
rials producing countries, Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger has led the way in
trying to maintain the balance of power
that favours the rich incustrialized na-
tions over the poor dev:loping countries.

of the Third World.

The oil embargo and price increases
that followed last year's October Mid=
east war marked a dramatic turning point
in the move by Third World countries &
to change this balance. For the first
time, the diverse Arab countries achiev
ed the necessary unity to use the politi-
cal and cconomic power inMerent in
their control of the world’s exported oil.

The Arab countries found that by
acting in concert, they could successfully
vse their oil as a political weapon to
pressure vacillating Western European
countries and Japan to move toward
greater support for the Arab States and
the Palestinians in the Mideast conflict.
At the same time, the OPEC countries
also found the economic value of unity
—since then, they have increased the
export price of their oil fourfold. To
the OPEC countries, thi,s was long over-
due compensation for more than half a
century of extraction of their oil at arti-
ficially low price by the Western oil
companies. 4

The oil embargo and price increases
showed the potential of producers’ or- |
ganizations that had been called for by
the fourth Non-Aligned Nations Confer-
ence that met in Alziers a month before e
the October war broke out. The con-
ference—which brought together a ¥e-
cord 76 countries and representatives of




16 national liberation movements con-
" demned multi-national corporations for
' their “open or camouflaged economic
- aggression” against Third World nations.
~ The conference noted that the Third

World, with 70 per ceny of the world’s
~ population, received only 10 per cent of
~ the world’s income—and that the situa-
| tion is getting worse. The developing
" countries’ share in world trade, the con-
| ference economic document said, drop-

~ per cent in 1970.
~ Although serious conflicts within the
non-aligned nations movement emerged
. at the Algiers meeting, the political and
| economic advantages of unity were soon
\  demonstrated by the oil embargo and
' the confrontations that developed in
- 1974,
E The non-aligned nations then sought
. to move the debate from Algiers to the
world forum of the United Nations.
. Algerian Foreign Minister Abdelaziz
Bouteflika, acting on behalf of the non-
~ aligned nations group, called for a spe-
. cial session of the UN in April to dis-
| cuss raw materials—an effort to coun-
| ter moves by the US. to organize
© Western Europe and Japan into a com-
~ mon front of oil consumers to confront
the producing nations, and to divide the
f Third World along the lines of oil con-
~ suming and oil producing nations.
Although the U.S. sought to play
down the special UN session, it was
viewed with extreme seriousness through-
out the rest of the world. Fifty coun-
tries sent foreign ministers, and several
sent heads of state. Henry Kis
singer decided at the last minute to
3 attend the session. In a statement that
~ would essentially be repeated by the U.S.
~ throughout the year, Kissinger cautioned
~ Third World counitries against forming
~ cartels, and warned that “large price
increases coupled with production res-
trictions involve potential disaster; global
inflation followed by = global recession
" from which no nation could escape.”
_ Although no concrete programme
4 emerged from the raw materials confer-
b ence, the delegates passed without a
- formal vote a “Declaration on the Estab-
. lishment of a New International Order”
k- and an “Action Programme” - which
"_; ~ urged the formation of producers’ orga-
. nizations, price increases for raw mate-
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rials, support for nationalization and
the elimination or renegotiation of the
$80 to $100 billion Third World debt
to the industrialized countries.

The U.S. expressed open dissatisfac-
tion with the document. U.S. ambassa-
dor John Scali charged the Third World
with using “steamroller tactics” to push
the programme through.

The arguments raised by the Third
World countries a; the conference about
deteriorating terms of trade and the need
to raise prices on raw materials were bol-
stered by a UN study released in April
by the UN Conference on Trade and
Development. According to the study,
terms of trade between industrialized and
Third World countries deteriorated by
15 per cent between 1955 and 1922. “In
other words”, the report said, “the de-
veloping lands recorded a loss of some
510 billion in that period, a figure that
exceeds the total public aid to the poorer
countries’".

The UN conference on raw materials

set the terms of debate for three other
important UN-sponsored conferences held
this year to deal with various aspects
of the question of distributing the world’s
riches.
# SEA RESOURCES: In July and
August, 5,000 representatives and ob-
servers from 150 countries met in Cara-
cas, Venezuela, to draft a new charter
governing the future control and use
of the ocean’s resources. A major un-
resolved issue, scheduled to be discussed
at the next sea conference in 1975, is
whether the sea's wealth should be ex-
ploited by a UN agency and used prima-
rily to develop poor countries—or whe-
ther, as the U.S. wants, private corpora-
tions from the advanced industrialized
countries should receive licences to ex-
ploi the sea to their own profit.

#* POPULATION: At the UN Conference
on Population held in August in Buchar-
est. Rumania, debate focused on the
question of whether over-population or
economic underdevelopment is the more
critical problem. The US. led the
Western industrialized countries in pus-
hing the Malthusian “population bomb"
theory. Third World countries argued
that underdevelopment and the grossly
unequal distribution of the world's re-
sources and not ‘“over-population"—are

the root cause of starvation and poverty.
#FOQOD: Although the same basic
conflicts between the Third World and
the Western industrialized nations
again raised at the World Food Confer-
ence in Rome, the focus of concern was
the immediate crisis of potential mass *
starvation this winter. Delegates were
told thay nearly 500 million people are .
suffering from some form of hunger and
warned that as many as 20 million peo>
ple could die from starvation inlthe '

coming months. :

But even on the issue of more US.
food aid this year to help meet the world
food crisis, the Ford administration toohws
a hard line. Although the US. is by_
far the world's largest producer and ex~
porter ‘of food, the administration has
cut back the real amtount of grifn W
is sending overseas to feed the desperaje-
ly hungry — US. food aid has fallen
3 million tons this year. President Ford
jected a request from the US. delega-
tion at the conference to increase the
U.S. contribution this year by one million
tons.

The US. attitude at the World Food™
Conference underscored the policy of -
confrontation that has been pursued since
the oil embargo first raised for the US.-
the spectre of a more equitable shar-
ing of the world's wealth between rich
industrialized countries and the Third
World. > B

From the beginning, Kissinger called "#"‘
for unity among the Western oil con- &
suming nations to confront the oil- pro- =
ducers and force down the price of oif: -

A cartel of consuming countries, Kissin-

ger suggested, could extend to other im- -
portant raw materials as well to- prevent
effective action by Third World produ-
cer countries. At the same time Kissin-
ger has sought to isolate the oil produ~
cers from other Third World countries
that are suffering from higher oil prices.

At the UN session on raw materials
April, Kissinger acknowleged rhg-rigl:t
of countries to seek fairer prices for
tHeir raw materials, buy warned Third
World nations not to form producers’
cartels. Attacking what he called the
“politics of pressure and fhreats”, Kissin-
ger told the conference that oil price in- ' :
creases threatened the world with “glo-
bal inflation” and “'recession”.  This -E
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_themne was taken even farther at the
opening of the UN General Assembly in
September when Kissinger demanded a
_reduction in oil prices, issuing a“veiled
~ " threat of military intervention against
the _oil producing nations, and clearly
linking future US. food aid“with raw
materials prices.
" Kissinger's efforts to rally the, other
major oil consuming naticns to form™ a
consumers’ cartel failed lasp winter.
France, in particular, sought an alterna-
“tive strategy of cooperation rather than
confrontation with the oil producers. The
French said that rather than trying to
force down the price of oil, the West
needed to learn to live with the new reality.
<~ _~France concluded large state-to-state oil
deals with the producer nations, exchan-
~ging technology, equipment and weapon-
« 1y for oil Other consumer nations, in-
B _lLaling Britain, West Germany, Italy and
™ Japan followed France in concluding
bilateral ‘siate-to-state oil deals.
By this fall, however, Kissinger had

R 8l R

ek il

ARAR ¢

managed to forge enough unity among
the . major consuming nations
to form the International Ener-

gy Agency to cooperate on energy. The
= IEA jncludes far-reaching provisions that
- could lead to a consumers’ cartel. But
it is still not clear that the Western Eu-
. ropean nations and Japan which import
80 per cent of their oil, most of it from
the Middle East—are willing to risk a
controntation under U.S. leadership with
the_oil-producing nations.
.. = State Department documents have re-
« vealed that Kissinger's policy of confron-
= tation over oil extends to all raw mate-
* _rials produced by the Third World. An
internal study prepared for Kissinger
January 22, 1974 acknowledges that the
US. could pay “substantial increases” in
prices for most raw materials without
passing on the cos to the American con-
. sumer, but rejects that option and out-
~ lines a strategy to break attempts at for-
mation of effective producers’ organiza-
tions. =
" This policy has not changed under the
Ford administration. A State Department
“sludy' completed in September and quo-
ted by the New York Times November
'~ 17. advocates “upgrading relations” with
reliable raw materials suppliers including
“Canada, Australia, Brazil, Rhodesia
and South Africa”, while avoiding pay-
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countries’ .

The strategy of the Third World coun-
tries has heen to try to achieve unity—
unity among the producers of the same
raw material, and unity throughout the
Third World to support the actions of
producer groups such as OPEC. The
problems facing the Third World coun-
tries, however, are formidable. Many
of the poorest countries are especially
vulnerable because of their dependence
on the US. for food aid. Bangladesh,
for example, caved in to U.S. pressure
to halt its trade with Cuba in order to
get U.S. grain shipments. Bangladesh is
one of the most desperate countries for
whom a simple threat not to grant food
Other less
vulnerable countries are still aware that
the U.S. can exert tremendous pressure
against an independent Third World
country. The case of Chile is the most
dramatic recent example, underscored by
the revelation that Kissinger himself ap-
proved covert operations and took com-
mand of the economic blockade that to-
gether led to the toppling of the Allende
government.

A major problem facing the develop-
ing countries is maintaining the unity of
producers and consumers among the
Third World nations, a problem that is
particularly acute in the case of oil, since
it is a vital commodity for all countries.
Third World oil consuming nations have
been especially hard hit by the increase
in oil prices. Besides draining their scarce
fofeign rederves to pay the petroleum

bill, they have had to pay higher prices
for imported industrial equipmenit and
other manufactured goods from the deve-
loped nations.

One solution, proposed to the Third
World by Cuban Premier Fidel Castro,
is that the OPEC countries invest their
new riches in the underdeveloped world.
This. he says, would help the other Third
World countries with their balance of
payments and give them an immediate
stake in supporting OPEC and the larger
battle for control by the Third World
over its raw materials.

(International Bulletin)
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D. KRISHNAMURTY

N 16-1-1970 a First Information
Report (FIR) was registered in
the Parvathipuram Taluka Police Station
in Srikakulam District of Andhra Pra-
desh. The names of 148 persons were
mentioned in this report among others,
stating that the Communis; Party of
India (Marxist-Leninist) popularly known
as Naxalites, decided to bring about re-

volution through violence and that some

of the most important people like Vempa-
tapu Satyanarayana, Chowdary Tejes-
wara Rao and others, at the incitement
of Charu Mazumdar Kanu Sanyal and
Sushital Roy Chowdhury met at Bodda-
padu Village in Srikakulam District in= =
or about October 1968, and conspired
to commit dacoities, murder land-
lords, attack the police and other gov-
ernmental officials to overthrow the
Government. The chargesheet " ‘men-
tioned as many as 30 murders, 100 da-
coities and about 200 other offences| -
committed by the accused till 26-10-1970,
i.e. the date in which it was filed.
The Government did not stop with
filing the chargesheet alone. Instead of
producing the arrested in a court of i
law, it shot down Comrades Vempatapu 3
Satyanarayana, Adibhatla Kailasam, Pon-
dala Balakrishna, an engineering college
lecturer, Rameshchandra Saho, Dr
Devineni  Mallikharjunadu, Dr Chan-
ganti Bhaskara Rao, Subba Rao Pani-
grahi, Panchadi Krishnamurty and his
wife Panchadi Nirmala, Thamada Gana-
pati, Arika Somulu, Rajaram Reddy
and many others. At last a charge-
sheet was filed on 26-10-1970 against 140
people among whom were Chowdary
Tejeswara Rao, Kanu |Sanyal, Souren
Bosu and others. The prosecution has =
cited 1,024 witnesses on its side and|
thousands of pages of documents
other material. o3
The Government played all sorts of =
tricks to delay the trial and to a great
extent it sucdeeded. The trial began
on 14-11-1974, 58 months after the FIR
was filed, when the charges were framed s
against the accused in the Additional
Sessions Court at Visakhapatnam. The
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e ,,&‘_m algainst Comride Tejeswara
tho and 74

other accused were
"i:'onapiracy to overthrow the Govern-
ment, collection of arms and ammuni-
tion, preaching of violence, waging war
- against the Government and commmmg
“‘ﬂf murders, dacoities etc. under various
- sections of the Indian Penal Code.

The examination of the prosecution
witnesses began on 20.11.1974 and till
26.“ 1974, three approvers have been
~ examined. With all the past experience
- and delaying tactics of the Government,
nobody can say how many months and
- years it will take to complete the examina-

¥,

~ tion of all the 1,024 prosecution witnesses.

A committee under the presidentship
of Sri Tarimala Nagi Reddy, a veteran
revoluhonary. is lookmg after the de-
- fence arrangements in this consplracy
~ case as well as many other cases in An-
dhra Pradesh, particularly in the Agency

- areas of Srikakulam district, now pend-

mgfrom the committal stage to the High
~ Court and Supreme Court. This Com-
~ mittee is arranging legal defence for all
thou who want and accept its defence
~ arrangements. It has engaged Sri S. V.
L. Narasimham, an experienced and
- veteran advocate of Guntur town, and
S'n K. Ranmckrishna Reddy, advocate of
Ansntapsr town. They are defending
- comrades Tejeswara Rao, Kanu Sanyal,
- Souren Bosz, Chowdhury Sampoolnam-
Amn_u. tribal  lcaders | like | Govinda-
rao Yendudora, Nimmala Krishna Mur-
iy and 28 other accused, mostly peasants
- and tribal comrades.  Others have en-
xmed their own advocates. A few have

- boycotted the court.

The Parvathipuram case has acquired

. a unigue position in the annals of the
~ revolutionary movement and the judicial
. system in the country as it involves top
| ranking leaders of the Naxalite move-
~ ment and a very large number of wit-

~ nesses.

It is said to be the biggest case

. ever of this nature in South Asia.

The defence committee has appealed
to the public to donate liberally,
offer other help.

and

All this should be sent

to T. Nagi Feddy, Sai Nagar, Ananta-
pur; Andhra Pradesh (India).

Of Games & Gamesters
Gvan Kapur

HAT, after all is illegal and what

legal? And how far can or should

the police interfere in our personal life?

These are questions which come to mind

on reading a gem of a news item on the

anti-smuggling campaign in Bombay and
its neighbourhood.

Among those who had the misfortune
to fall into the dragnet of the anti-
smuggling brigade, it seems, was a priest.
Among the things seized from his room,
strangely enough, were contraceptives.
One is left totally in the dark as to why

this should be a crime when the Gov- .

ernment is so much committed to family
planning. Is it because the police did
not expect a priest to have any use for
these things and were shocked at the
very idea tha; he might need them? Or
is it that they were imported illegally?
If so, could not a point be stretched and
the priest’s work appreciated, any way
one looks at it, for the social service he
is doinng?

The dust seemed to have settled down
after the storm caused by the sudden
action against freebooters who provided
us with those foreign luxuries for which
many of us hankered. They have re-
appeared and business is going on as
usual.

If one believes even half of the ru-
mours, a good deal of Bombay City's
prosperity of late has been built on the
clandestine trade. It was optimistic for
the Government or anyone to hope that
the smugglers would just sit tight. There
were too many people involved. What
will happen if they shift their operations
to the Eastern Zone, with Calcutta as
its base? With its economy in a mess,
and large armies of unemployed, the
region will no doubt give an open wel-
come to anything which offers a chance
to live for large numbers who are other-
wise denied this and would care nothing
how it comes. Should it happen, i is
certainly not going to be an unmixed

blessing.

% LS

For those not posfessing a car in
Calcutta g,etting to their places of work

ARSI ——— i

ancl back home is a daily miracle *or
which thev are thankful to their slm.
There are, of course, frequent threats
from the West Bengal Chief Minister to
close down the Calcutta State TFransport
Corporation, if its working does not im-
prove. Br: really no one takes such
threats seriously, perhaps, the (Chief
Minister himself least of all. Anyway,
things being as they are, one doubts
if it would make much of a difference.
Like the power crisis, it seems more and

more clear that nothing good will come

of it till the whole transport system in
Calcutta breaks down completely. Only
then some thought may be seriously giv-

en to it and order may emerge out of
chaos.

Ten of the CSTC’s vehicles, it is re-

ported, are to be sold to the Calcutta-

Corporation as they are found to be un-
it for anything. -We do no; quarrel
with this eminently sound -proposal.-
Vehicles in the Calcutta Corporation
have a way of getting old before their
time. Anyway, it is_doubtful if anyone
in that august body knows which is a new
vehicle and which an old one. So what
is the point of buying new ones? The
only thing which counts is to inflate- the
number.

No, we do not quarrel with the pro--
posal; but we do feel it does not go far
enough. Why should there be this enor-
mous wastage? All the vehicles of the
Corporation, the Tramways and the
State Transport Corporation should™ k=
pooled and put under one authority. We
should do away with the luxury of seats
in trams and buses and solve two pro-
blems at the same yime.

During daytime all the vehicles can
carry passengers. At night, they can
carry garbage, thus increasing vastly the
number of vehicles available for this job.
Outwardly, most of the buses hardly

differ from"the garbage trucks even now.

For Frontier contact :

BANKURA NEWSPAPER
AGENCY,

Lokepur,

P.O. & Dist. Bankura, :
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lf they stlnk a httle in the morning, for
those who can't stand it there are the

taxis or at least the mini-buses. But we
shall have a thoroughly garbage-free
Calcutfa and enough vehicles to carry all

.the passengers.

~ And there will be a bonus too. With
all the vehicles out on the streets, day

rnwWIYLImaN

and mght. !here will be little use for
the big depots of trams, buses and Cor-
poration trucks. We can build nice
bungalows for Ministers. =~ MLAs and
Copncillors, past, pfeseny and future.
And, perhaps, for a few selected scribes
including this one for making such a
useful suggestion.

Chorus

MRIGANKA SEKHAR RAy

RINAL Sen’s latest film Chorus

: is an exciting experiment in ap-
plying Brechtian techniques to ‘cinema
and brings to a fruitful culmination the
director’s continuous efforts to come out
of the trappings of the conventional narra:
five pattern.  Here, as in some of his

- earlier films, he has tried to use his medi-

um for the projection of socio-political
problems and his protests against the

tyranny of the establishmeng which ap-

pears in the form of a/ipara-military in-
dustrial complex, securely housed in a
massive fort-like monstrosity, the outside
walls of which bear the delicate shades
of Bharuth sculpture, but inside there

* ate the instruments of terror unleashed
. from time to time by the powers that be.

Although termed “a modern fantasy”,
this film draws its lifeblood from the re-
alities around us today. The director
punctuates the episodes with his own in-
terpretations, expressed through the songs
sung by the character acting as the clas-
sical chorus who wears different costumes
each time he appears. An intelligen; in-
tegration of the “alienation” device into
the framework of cinema, this helps the
director to underline his social comment
without becoming unnecessarily didactic,
The film has four episodes : there is the
master-plot, which is the main body of
the fantasy, the story of the owners of
the castle weaving their exploitation

. schemes; and there are three other sto-

ries, a kind of objective reportage of
our daily life. The protagonists have
been chosen with meticulous care, and
they represeny the rural scene, the in-
dustrial sector and the lower middle-class
of the big eity. They are all job-hunters
scrambling for application forms in front

" DECEMBER 28, 1974

of the imposing castle. From the hustle-
bustle of the queue, the director cuts to
the individual stories of the characters
and through a creative use of cinema-
verile techniques where the characters
often talk straight to the camera, he
builds up a kild of intellectual report
between the characters and the audience.
He has been able to condition his film
in such a way that the story-telling com-
mands the least attention and we become
interested in the characters as social be-
ings, and the goings-on become pary of
the total social evolution. We are not
swept away by waves of an emotional
catharsis, but we are awakened to a
new understanding of the social problems.
To those who want a cut-and-dried story-
line as the guiding format in cinema, this
film may not mean anything significant,
but those who want to gear the movie-
camera to document the genuine and
universal emotions by doing away with
the contrived intrigues of the dramatised
realitiecs Chorus will be an inspiring
example. Here, the people have come
out with their flesh-and-blood identity,
brushing aside the dolled-up appearances.
Their miseries and sufferings are real,
so are their protests. By dispensing with
the tangles of the narrative pattern, the
director has been able /to )concentrate
more on the deeper aspects of the situa-
tions he depicts. The psychological re-
velations and the ideological re-enforc~
ing of the complicated undertones of an
event, these two elements make the

flm's style a forward step for
of its kind.

As has been said earlier, this film com-
bines reality and fantasy into a uni-

cinema

B i 5

fied, organic structure. The

and hunger, the political demonstratmm,g;- i
all these lend an immediacy of appeal 3
to the film leading upto an instant id i
tification. And there is also the ele=
ment of allegory, the symbolic repre-
sentation of the “Masters”, a legion of
monsters in civilised foutfit, hidden be-
Thf—.
film assumes deeper a significance OE'
Maslers‘ o
and the job-seekers, when a secrct,batt‘pf %
30,000 like the
Apocalypse, to be on tlmﬁ
march. The news sticks its teeth into the
peaceful sleep of the “Masters”. In thean
finale where the defences collapse agamtt:'
people’s onlaught, the fantasy of the pre~
sent becomes the reality of the future,

Some critics have found a kind of
wish-fulfilling formula in this ending.
It may be added for their en]:gtenmeﬂt‘
that in this type of film done on
the film-maker should a!r:
particular
cause and use his artistic methods to'
weave out the dreams of a better f'utuu,
There should be a definite wish andﬂ.;:
tries to make that
wish come true in his creative expres-
siosl, 'because after {the massacre 0!!'2
Odessa steps, there is always the glonm
triumph of Potenkin.

hind stone-walls and barbed wire.
a confrontation between the

lion of applicants,

threatens

prop model,

ways be a partisan, of a

1s no shame if he

For Frontier contact
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they of whom any Government must be- R

Excellence Of A Blld ware, any criminal system must be scarec .
of, for they are legion and ‘khow things :

from experience’. The young village kid . .

1. K/ Suugia shatters much of myth and - monstrosity e

-

B he Hindi film has been plagued by vul-
garities of every description. The
arallel cinema or the “new wave” films
ve only purveyed on the sly what their
retentious counterparts have done
ely. This has blurred  both
sment and taste. Consequently, when
with a sizzle is absent, or when the
romotional props of the FII are lack-
many film-goers and critics are
likely to let slip by an event which, given
eir warm welcome, and deservedly,
remain for long a memorable
e in India’s celluloid history.
~ Shyam Benegal's first feature film
mkur merits serious notice and praise.
- Both cinematically and thematically 1t
ias scored signally even over many
sterans with pretensions to perfectxon
“Aﬁr shocks one into recognising that
;ip far romanticism was bclng peddled
er the bastardised version of neo-
in some of the Bengali and Hindi
films made famous for their association
"wh holy names.
- The use of colour, the eloguence of
he frame, the economy of footage, the
%nc, the effective use of minimal
kqach the authenticity of locale, lan-
guage and life-style portrayed, the pho-
graphy, take one's breath away for
heir sheer imaginative simplicity and
ous selection. Take the case of

‘symbole-—the woodpecker and the pelt-
ing of stone at the 'window of the roguish
landlord,. Any other director would
!lnve found it difficult to resist the
tion of overdoing it for our be-

Ry

~ The memorable character etching with
f'd‘w bold strokes will remain a classic
] eter of the craft. It is not only the
taposition of rural and urban, or lite-
. and illiterate, rich and poor, that
ves a significant dimension to the film,
that is too much on the surface—
: also the multi-level confrontations
rand exposures of characters in conflict
natl‘ut make the picture enjoyable and
B'm’ulhfmoualy valid. The diversity of
appeal and the impact of its!freshness
ﬁ;tl'e its two most remarkable ingredients.

The life of the father shown repeated
in that of the feudal son (there is no
basic conflict between the two, appear-
ances to the contrary notwithstanding),
and the young rake's passage at arms
with the maidservant and her husband
have been given multi-dimensional see-
saw of emotion and motive. And this
with a rare command of precision and
economy. There is no gimmick, no
‘theatre’, no swagger—at any point. It
is so natural as the seasons are. Sexual
infidelity does not always mean marital
betrayal—this axiom is embodied by the
maidservant, illiterate, unsophisticated,
bug conscious of and uneasy at her situa-
tion, her dilemas, constricted choice and
calls of flesh. That the exploiters of
men and women are also'stranglers of all
morality and innocence, and ‘God’s gift’
(a child), is starkly focussed by the
hedonistic Don Juan, a scion of the tra-
ditionally rich and traditionally mean.
That life in all forms is a miracle war-
ranting reverence and admiration besides
gratitude, whatever the origin, comes
as an assertion from the dumb drunkard,
who, had he the gift of the gab, might
have delivered a litany on it in a full-
throated song.

Shabana Azmi has no glamour, no
salacious appeal. Bu; the performance
she has turned in in her first full-length
picture has so joltingly taken some film
pandits aback, that they have written
longish articles on their discomfiture at
pegging her down. Their refuge : a pat-
ronising homily or two for her benefit.
It is doubtful if she needs these. Sadhu
Meher (the dumb hero, Bhuvan Shome
man) and Sheikh Chand (police Patel)
are lifted from life and give no trace
of acting. The sixteen-year-old boy
silently witnessing the stone thrown at the
glass pane of the rich rake's window, and
the village urchin who thus more than
expiates for his previous sin of having
brought misery on Sadhu Meher are the
boys who need no indoctrination and
“will do the needful” vis-a-vis the system
when the time comesffithis realisa-
tion comes abruptly, starthngly. It is

surrounding him when he lets fly a stone—
at the glass-pzae. He has come of age, and
will defy things he finds wrong and ini-
quitous. This is his baptism and reflex-
ive initiation into “action. He reacts and
has a will and a way to let it be known.
Ankur may or may not win awards—
national or international.
is not merit alone that determines this.
But, it is a creation whose magnificence
will last beyond the passing day and
pirouteting cliches. It shatters many illu-
sions and overestimates, purges , our
judgments, renders us more receptive to
the grandeur and glory of life. Hindi
screen can well be proud of this tour
de force, easily one of the best among
the few notable postindependence films.

Letters

The Set-Up

Your special correspondent’s articie
‘entitled ‘Naxalite Prisontrs In [Kerala’
(November 30) made depressing read-
ing but produced a greater - awareness
amongst us of the fascist tendencies that
governmeng has succumbed to, speclally
in its attitude towards political pnsonerqb
The different forms of torture remind
one of the methods employed by the
Uruguayan authorities to put down the
Tupamaros in the early seventies. Alk
the refinements of sadism have been
assiduously cultivated and some of our
police chiefs are even being sent abroad
to master the latest techniques of p]l}'-
sical oppression.

What we have got to remember, how-
ever, is the background against which
this repression is practised. The Con-
gress today is a mbtley collection of
cynical political adventurers who are
determined to remain in power behind
a facade of radical gestures while prat-
tising every conceivable form of deceit.
It seems to thrive on lies, evasions and
subterfuges. The rights of the ‘common
people are being trampled underfoot to
help the upholders of the establishment
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We know it~



‘to live in unparalleled splendour and
luxury. The " country has been sold
shamelessly to the capitalists, feudal
landlords and the comprador bourgeoi-
“sie. All this is being dode in the name
of order and a life style of a privileged
minority which rules the country and
exploits the majority shamelsssly.. It is
the order of the big businessman with
his secrey lockers, foreign bank accounts
~. . and expense accounts gimmicks. It is
the order of the smuggler, hoarder, jote-
dar and unscrupulous traders trafficking
in human lives by creating an artificial
scarcity of all essential commodities and
> holding the poorer sections of society to
ransom. [t is this syStem which creates
= redundancy and slums and drives mil-
lions of young people with no future to
-delinquency and recidivism.

The victims of pohce repression are
merely- rebelling against the life-style of
these social parasites and human sharks
and this rebellion cannot be put down
by potential and third-degree methods.
The struggle will continue and gain in
dimension till the wealth this country
~ produces is shared amongst all the peo-
ple, land = given to the tiller and the
_workers cleim their rightful position of
control over their country.

Samir Mukerjee
Calcutta
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= >4 A Lot To Do

What is to be done? A lot, if we

* come out of dogma. The question is one
of power. They have got it through par-

hamen!, through their ownerships and

through the army. Our power is in

the people. Organise them. Not by

spectacular assassinations or clarion calls

of revenge. That may arouse them but

it doesn't organise them. Small, direct

actions could be the way. Seizure of

crops here, refusal to pay rent there.

more and more, keeping the goal in

_sight. No good abandoning the cities.
Millions live there, unorganised. They

are angry. Why not tell them of the

futility of elections® Make them ask

the candidates to give written promises
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-;_r X while telling them of their futility. Or-
-.-‘ ganise them for direct action to win their
-~ - demands. The shop assistants, clerks,

'-HI

peons, hut-dwellers. Harijans, Muslims,

S

Adivasis all need a clear voice that

dares to say: To hell with elections, get
on with the class mobilisation,

Girish Patel

Gautam Appa

Ahmedabad

Role of Intellectunals

Today in India one senses a deep feel-
ing of hopelessness amongst those who
are sensitive and quick to respond to
the subtle nuances around them. Some-
how the great democratic experiment
hasn't quite come off and all over the
country there is a breakdown of values
which shows up in our daily actions,
thoughts and way of life.  Every day
we are confronted with a barrage of
words in newspapers and magazines—
speeches by our politicians and endless
puns and innuendoes which bring home
to us the utter futility of trying to achieve
anything within a system which is riddled
with contradictions, inconsistencies and
is on the point of breaking up.

In a situation like this, where elections
are rigged, politics an unwholesome pow-
er game, economic impoverishment faces
709 of our people and the administra-
tion is shored up by strong-arm and ter-
roristic methods, what are we thinking
beings supposed to do? How does our
mental attitude and voice of protest make
any difference to the all-pervasive dis-
honesty and imbecility? But | feel that
intellectuals can and must contribute to
the discussion of public issues because
thev are the only social group that is not
blindly committed to a particular interest
or position. Intellectuals have a com-
mitment only to the truth as they see it.
What they bave to say in the short run
may have no impact on a coarse-grained
establishment; but the intellectual, never-
theless, has a vital function to perform,
a function that is both moral and prac-
tical. The intellectual, by providing
an independen; standard of evaluation,
also provides the possibility for political
change. I am afraid our intellectuals
have hardly been very active in this mat-
ter and seem to be unduly obsessed by
their political impotence. This is a ter-
rible tragedy for a country like ours
where the masses, politically illiterate
and hopelessly puzzled, have been mani-

pulated for years, badgered, bullied
hypnotised into whatever camp and
has the cleverest and most uns
propagandists and salesmen. Our
lectuals must shed their ivory-te
and come out into the open to di
their moral responsibilities in
situation,

Anita M

Telengana & Naxalbari

According to Mr Majumdar (4
Number), ‘Indian feudalism has loi
practised ‘counter<revolution unde;
tish imperialism and has acquired e
rience and knowledge from the var
class-battles of the peasantry
Tebhaga to Telengana. But in |
Naxalbari became its struggle for
where its experience and  kne
were of no use’.

It is evident that Mr Majumdar
racterises the Naxalbari movemeng to
qualitatively different from the Te
gana struggle and that he thinks
former was of a higher form. R

But what are the historic facts? Foi
the first time in India, during the
of the Telengana armed struggle
Governmeny machinery at the wil
level was destroyed in about 3,000 vill
and people’s Raj established there.

Malay Mukhopa

Who Led Whom ? '_‘ 3:“

It is highly amusing to nofe in yol
Special Number that Mr Majumdar ha
found, “Before 1947 it was the lo
middle class which took an initia
organising the peasantry’s class
against landlords’ and that Fhe
middle class also took the initiat
‘against the British rule’. Seo, ace
to Mr Majumdar, our lower middle ¢
had organised and led both the demo
tic revolution (anti-feudal) and the
tional revolution (anti-imperialist) ji
along the Leninist line and especially
lowed the path of the Chinese revoluti
led by Mao. The only flaw of our I
er middle class had been that the

i



ook much less initiative, against the
in bourgeoisie serving the cause of
: erialist exploitation whom, Mr Majum-
& dar himself elsewhere declares to be so
.-;finﬁ-mpenahst that they ‘advocated’ full
' edom in economic matters ‘from foreign
m!a and that they acceded ‘to the mo-
‘vement against British rule in India.’
Hr Majumdar thus contradicts himself.
As for the lower middle
l:fus launching ‘national’ and ‘demeo-

} cratic' struggles, nowhere in our history

- Apnrt from the spontaneous peasant
. movements of the 18th and the 19th

‘;:Jeﬁtury the ony noteworthy  peasant

! "'t century, were the ‘Stoppage of Salt-
i T:nx .agitation and other ‘Non-coopera-
' tion" ‘agitations led by Gandhi (no; pea-
nt's class-battles), and a movement of
very limited sphere in the United Pro-
nce led by Nehru.
B Buy the real ‘national and democratic’
Mﬂes were organised by the Communist
Party members (defying the bankrupt
Ieadershlp) to some extent in West
gal, in the Hajong Hill areas, and
st successfully in Telengana district.
, last one liberated nearly 3,000 vil-
lages and the battle was waged for six
gurs (1946 to 1951), before it was be-
1gyed and destroyed by the changed but
‘still-traitor central leadership. The Telen-
gana movement is a glorious chapter of
~our national and democratic revolution,
] '-'-sreat anti-imperialist and anti-feudal
struggle, but certainly, that was no
?hlﬂd]c-clau-!ed affair. The leadership
‘was in the hands of -the proletariat, the
Mt advanced class in human history
- which was represented by the revolution-
y communist leaders and cadres.

- Therefore, Mr Majumdar’s remaining
ﬁnb about the role of the proletariat
d on the other hand making fantastic
ns about the doings of the lower
ddle class, clearly show that either he
‘does not know what he is talking about
or that he is another ‘Herr Duhring’ try-
ng his hand at finding out a ‘total-system'
(in place of historical materialism. What-
eur it mighy be the net result he
xachleves is only unmasking himself.
. Satindra Bhaumik
(! Calcutta
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A Socialist Country ?

Mr Animesh Roy's letter (November
28) asking for details of at least five
monopoly houses in the Soviet Union as
proof that capitalism has been restored
there shows the incredible ignorance of
people who think that the mere aboli-
tion of private property in the means
of production and the establishment of
state ownership can be equated with
socialism. This out and out revisionist
theory held by the CPI and CPM was
rejected long ago by Engels. “. . .neither
the conversion into joint stock + com-
panies nor into state property deprives
the productive forces of their character
as capital. The modern state is only
the organisation with which bourgeois
society provides itself in order to main-
tain the general external conditions of
the capitalist mode of production against
encroachment either by the workers
or by individual capitalists. .. .The more
productive fordes it takes over as its
property, the more it becomes the real
collective body of all the capitalists, the
more citizens it exploits. The workers
remain wage earners, proletarians. The
capitalist relationship is not abolished,
it is rather pushed to an extreme”. (En-
gels Antfi-Dubring, p. 307).

Whether State property is bourgeois
or socialist depends on the class nature
of the State. The revisionists’ argument,
which is put forward to hide their trea-
chery, was in fact first put forward by

Trotsky  (“In  Defence of Marxism”
1939-40). His argument was that
the State is a workers’ State be-

cause it owns the main industries, and
that the industries are socialist because
they are owned by the State. The
counter-revolutionary nature of the re-
visionist CPI and CPM is clear from
their acceptance of this Trotskyite theory.
The central question in deciding whether
a State is capitalist or socialist de-
pends on the system of production. The
ownership of enterprises by individuals
is a secondary question.

The system of capitalism is the sys-
tem of commodity production; produc-
tion for profit, in which labour power
appears as a commodity. Under the|
socialist system the system of wage la-

bour is abolished and each individual
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“receives a ceruﬁcale from soclety that
he has furnished such and such amount
of labour (after deducting his fabour
for the common fund), and with this,
certificate hesdraws from the social stock
of means of consumption as much as
the same amount of labour costs™.
(Marx: -Critiqgue of the Gotha Pro-
gramme). This system certainly does not
operate in the Soviet Union, The exis-
tence of the system of wage labour is
clearly revealed by the facts published
in Soviet magazines. For example, in
their publication Planned Economy we
regularly 'find statistics on large num-
bers of workers, numbering millions, |
who are constantly shifting from one
enterprise to another, from one industry
to another and from agriculture to in-
dustry on their own; showing that thé}
are proletarians who sell their - labour
power, 3 y

In fact the Soviet Union has a bureau-
cratic State capitalist system under which
the workers are exploited. Their sur-
plus is expropriated by the ruling class
which is embedded in the Party and
State machinery and used to finance- a
high standard of living for the latter.
The existence of [special luxury sHops
for high officials, cars, large bank ac-
counts, luxury country houses etc. which
the ruling bureaucrat capitalist class has,
are well documented facts.

Avinash Talwdre
Delhi

Gandhiana

This has refeérence o some ‘omis-
sions’ in my article “The Academic South
Block’ Sept. 28) pointed out in a
letter in  your November 16
issue. While 1 confess to plain lack of
ability or ambition to add to Gandhiana,
it will be pertinent to quote a British
admirer of the Mahatma. Towards the
end it is eloguen; as to why he was ap
admirer; That law and ‘order miecha-
nism works in concert with the non-
violent ‘protesters’ is edifying. People
will learn the due lessons' from “this un-
holy connexion. Here is whay H. V.
Hodson, the author of The Great Divide,
wrote in a chapter on Gandhi in a book

The History Makers, edited by Sir John

___Dopaanoo o
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AWheeler-Bennett and Lord  Longford Jasted, the history of India’s struggle for According to him, “It is true

independence might well have been very Mahatma wanted to give the Bri

other chance to prove their bona

‘QSidgwick and Jackson, London, 1973):
ar destructive me-
at the 1942 ring

different: guerilla

“To attempt a _Hegelian synthesis  of
. . these antitheses (in Gandhi's make-up)  thods might have replaced those of non- Itis significant th
- is an abuse of ingenuity . . his basic phi- violence; alternatively the Congress €IS (JP, Aruna, Lohia, Patwardhs
ti-imperialist might have finally split. .by 1946, with left the Congress. Finally, | was wn
' horizon, on 2 different topic altogether m

nce clearly on the
wer within the Congress

Gandhi’s influence was

independe
and national po Academic South Block'.

leaders’ grasps

- -#ophy was no more . Q:
than it was capitalist, or an i-state-social-

ist for that matter, For more than

(wenty creative years the object of his
rather than

ial

successes In South Africa were limited,

and after

the Indian Relief Act;
tionalism in the

already on the

a patent

wane. .If our complex,

agitations remained soc
netionalist; and Indian independence vulnerable modern societies are not 1o
_ might have come more or less at the be plagued to death by urban guerillas “Encounten"
“time it did, some say even sooner, had it is the restraint and indeed the success
there been no Gandhi, no satyagraha of these non-violent protesters that wil In the name of encounters the Gov
movement, no Salt March nor other dis- save it as much as the established me- ment is murdering the leaders of
play of the Gandhian ethic in India. chanism of law and order. Though they masses, who have dedicated thems
" (Certainly the manner of its coming was may not know it, M. Gandhi was their to the cause of the exploited _in
to him not a climactic triumph but a de- great forefather and prophet, their own way: T_he Government claims
vastating defeat. . (emphasis mine). His Abraham.” ha.deﬂ died in encounters. But the
Does it leave any doubt as to whom edifice of the police claim about
counters” has been shattered to P

nd served? That Gan-

though in 1914 he seemed momentarily Gandhi saved a
To have conquere&’wilh the passage of dhi's influence was nil as far as our by the chumenta -
the vast bureaucracy was OF is concerned is cases like the P_arvaup'uram
piracy case. The interesting

fact of our history. By and

filed by the State

of the police version of these “encow

triumph of Afrikaner na

year of Gandhi’s death all that had been large that is true of the police too. How the 0 e

. gained on the road to equality of status the Conigress leadership behaved itk e 2 that Naxalites or revolutio

for Asians was eventually lost. . Even regard 1o the RIN uprising s well oPeR fire on them and they use their

his anti-imperialism was not anti-British documented in the account it Bis 'self-defence. B_“t one ‘j"’°“de“

" Had Subhas Chandra Bose's sway C. Dutt in his Mutiny of the Innocents. it is that not a single police persc

. is killed or even injured while
Naxalifes and revolutionaries iget '
ed. So far more than 90 Naxalites

FAU

- ..abrand of socialism t

p'mvida the sharp break m:hh the past

countries See as essential
‘Clayity about the aims and problems of socialism is of greatest significance in our age -
- of transition. ... "I consider the founding of this magazine to be an important public areas. t
~ service.’ Albert Einstein ment of a High Court Judge to enc
> 3 ':'Ilessa remét fanguai subscription (Rps 11 ‘?Or&l to theanear%st office o(f: QUP 0'7 tca J{‘:’ into these “encounters” and punish
anager, Oxior University Press, F° ission Row xtension, Calcutta (] X g
o that arrangement may be made for dispatch of the issues as they come out. :22:: le:;:r:nslble for the deaths
y. the MONTHLY Distributors : :
Sl REVIEW DSt > UNIVERSITY PRESS ot P. Veakitft
PRESS. New York Delhi Bombay Calcutta Madras .Convcnor. il Liberties " it
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Cultural Revolution and Industrial

P

that man

and tough-minded. dr
y left-wingers in the

CHARLES BETTELHEIM (27

aper $3.95

Organization in China Changes
> in Management and Division of In Andhra Pradesh, Naxalite
Labour $6.95 revolutionary leaders like Vempa
Satyam, Panchadri Krishna Moorthy
Nirmala, Dr Bhaskar Rao, Malli

Stocks awaited shortly

MOI'ITHLY REVIEW
an independent socialist m

edited by
L M. SWEEZY & HARRY MAGD

hatis thorough-going

agazine

OFF

astic enough to
underdevoloped
Business Week

been killed 'fmt

revolutionaries have
a single policeman was €veR inj
This clearly exposes the fascis; methc
employed to murder Naxalites and re

Jutionaries.

nudu, Panigrahi Subba Rao and
others were said to have been killed
“encounters”. On 9.7-1973 it was
ported that Sri 'Appala Swamy ai
Arikala Somulu, leaders of the CPI
were, killed in an “encounter’ -

It is our duty to protest against
brutalities and resist the reign of
let loose by the police in the
We, therefore, urge the ap




Hackneyed

HE bane of Bengali drama is its ob-

e disrsgard of what T. S. Eliot call-
e ﬁ “objective correlative”. Like all that
u new to our social and cultural milieu,

e_gad grafted on to the traditional senti-
. mental fare. With a little theatrical gift
~ and a certain way with stage-craft and
~ other accessories, the effect may even be
T ’ﬂ!odtralely pleasing. But when the ideas
= ‘are noy merely an irrelevant excrescence,

. More especially so, 1f the central pro-
- ﬂm of a play concerns the meanmg-

13) the

December

problem is not dramatically

cession with abstract ideas in com-

Digmarole

Hrren GHOSH

worked out, that is, developed through
situations or presented in  appropriate
stage imagery. Nor is it posed by any-
thing that happens to or is perpetuated
by the characters. The half-baked exis-
tentiabist dilemma is conveyed by obtru-
sive inanities uttered by two schicoid
bores. The utterances are one long
hackneyed rigmarole marked both by
poverty of thought and poverty of lan-
guage. These are interspused by equally
boring and equally otiose gestures. Ala-
rnms and  exercursions there are in
plenty, and some vague wildmovements
leading to a false climax after a false-
build-up. Tt all ends in  much ado
about nothing, the final curtain bringing
the long-awaited relief.

As there is not even an apology for

‘lack of objective equivalent is

a story, one c!oes not get a moment's
respite from Maya Ghosh's tensé¢ his-
trionics in a pseudo-tragic’ vein. The
two supporting actors are perfect muffs.
Maya Chosh has considerable acting
talents, though in the present role she-:=
largely wastes them. Unrestrained by
the usual demands of characterisation
her tendency to overacy runs away with
her.” She turns out a tour de force of
virtuous acting in multiple roles and
genres much after Tripi Mitra in
Aparajita, The whole exercise does

little to enhance her fame as an_actress.

The sets are pleasing to the eye and
the music delights, though neither does
seem to correspond with the theme. The
evident
The same is true of lighting
by Tapas Sen whose technical skill ¥&s
never had anything to do with'an ima- -

here too.

ginative rendering of the theme.

Ut IR i i) M N

¥
|

Y T A

ASSAM BENGAL RIVER SERVICE PVT. LTD.

POWER BOAT BUILDERS & ENGINEERS

26A, EZRA MANSIONS
10 GOVT, PLACE EAST,

CALCUTTA.1

TP TN =
Ik 2 o VA

ImiB_ER 8, 1974 *




A TOUCH OF
WARMTH
Ponytail 17

Sizes 9-11
1 2'1 I 2'5

Admiral 98
Sizes 5-10

Super St}ide 85 44
Sizes5-10 £}

Bestan
Executive 79 yiTed iy
Sizes 5-10

e Ll s
A

v Ui PEELING







