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THE BANG

HEN Mrs Gandhi feels correred, she goes in for high drama. Som¢
WOf her moves swept people off their feet,—-the split with the old guard
bank nationalisation, the war with and dismemberment of Pakistan. Al
these paid large dividends in the 1972 elections. But as the situatiol
changed, beyond recognition, for the worse in the pas: two years, mam
expected Mrs Gandhi to come out with something dramatic to boost he
She has done it again, with a bang.
to which

frayed image.

The ruclear mon-proliteration treaty,
subscribe, was designed by the two super-pawers to preserve their worl
hegemony. France and Chiva went their own ways and the world i
none the worse for it. On this score, orle cannot criticise the Goverr
ment of India for keeping the options open. But keeping an optio
and executing it are two different things. . The explosion of a nuclea
device “for peaceful purposes” will have wide repercussions, pan icular
whe? a government is bound ts a super-power by a friendship treal
From ‘the firs¢ reactions, Russia seen
ca~, be  an outpost !

India does D2

which is name for a defence, pact.
to be pleased. If Iran fyeerishly arming herself,
American imperialism in that part of the world, ra nuclear Iidia ¢
be that of Russia ir the Soviet s'rategy of containment and defeat
China. Pakistan is dismayed. Other smaller ne‘ghbours will be per
turbed. Afer the 1971 war it was laimed—and feared—that India hi
emerged as the domina~ ¢ power in Sourh Asia. Two and a half years cf dri
utter maladminisiration, corruption rutthless exploitation of the mass
a~d cynical man‘pulation at all levels induding electiong dealt a seve
hlow to vhese illusions of grandeur Now the Rajasthan bang w
perhaps encourage New Delhi to embark. again on a forward policy firc
a position of strength—hasn't this governmet fought ithree wars in t
Jakt 12 years?——a"d be even more futhless to the people at home.

In one respect. however. India is wvique. The Western nuck
powers, Russia a”d China are not poor countries ; their industrial de
lopment has been at a par with thefr nuclearachievement. But i ¢
la”d millions of people are unclad, half-clad and starving and milli

A rampant inflation is taking people to the low
The shadows of a ma”-made famine are lengtheni
Unempl

live on pavements.
depths of misery.
Millions of villagers have to walk miles for drinking water.
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ment is phenomenal. The power sys-
tem 1s crackitg and the economy ‘s
crippled. Our need for. foreign aid
- is so chronic and urgeng that we have
~ almost become  street-walkers. We
. have seen the past and the present
and we know that she future will
not work unless the presert system is
destroyed. Buy in spite of our naked
~ 'poverty, Mrs Garidhi has chosen to
go nuclear. And at what a cost!
. Now railwaymen and others know
why no extra money cany be spared
for them.

fj 3 The Strike

In the war the government has
. declared against two million railway
| workers since May 8 it hag given up
. whatever pretensions it had ull May
2 for a riegotiated settlement; and it
makes no bones about it. It has re-
. solved to break the strike with all
- the means at its disposal, such as the
' DIR, MISA, AIR, TV, and so on.
~ More than 30,000 workers have al-
-ready been. arrested.  Ag least 5,000
 have been summarily dismissed.
- Thousands of families have been
forcebly evicted from their hearths
" and homes. Thousands are being
ittimidated by cutting off water
- and electricity supplies to their quar-
Cters in the railway colonies. Even
" more shockirgly the Government has
| baled itself out of the statutory obli-
sation to pay to the striking workers
. their earred wages. The idea is to
' starve them into submission,
¢ The Army, BSF, CRP and
‘the State police forces have bee de-
ployed on an unprecedentedly mas-
. sive scale in every railway centre to
| terrorise and force workers back to
dutsy The methods of repression are
‘atOcious. The Kishanganj railway
‘colony m Delhi is a represenfative
}frxample. Hurdreds of women and
‘children demonstrated near Serai
‘Rohilla stations on May 10, For n’ghts
together the CRP have been raiding
‘therr colony, hounding avd chasing
the workers. There wene cases of
overe beating of women. Members
E 7 .
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of Parl’amert who later visited the
area mer a large number of women
who bore marks of [worture on their
bodies. During the raid, the police
went into the quarters, looted _the
cash and threw their belongings out
on the streets, It was int protest
against this that the women organised
the demonstration, Led by Sarala
Rani, wife of a union leader, they
marched to picket at the station. The
police made an indiscriminate lathi-
charge, severely injuring Sarala Rani.
The following day, again there was
a demoUktration.

The Kanchrapara railway colony
in West Bengal, where 12,000 workers
of the loco workshop used to live,
has been' a police target since May 8.
Thousands of the'r womenfolk have
been picketing to prevent the police
and outside anti-social clemevis from
enterng the colony. On May 12,
the BSF raided the colony. The,
women were beaten up with lathis.
All the quarters were ransacked, but
the women came out and gheraoed
the BSF and these men resorted
to firing: Twenty-five women were
seriously injured,

Over 10,000 ra‘lwaymen of the
Lilooah workshop are on strike, On
the firs¢ day of the strike, 76 reported
for duty, but on the second day only
39 came to work. Large contingenis
of the armed police and Coengress
goondas swooped down on the colony
at 1 am. on May 9. The women
residents who gave a heroic resist.
ance were severely beaten and some
of them were arrested. Whay exactly
happened at Kharagpur las; week s
not yet know Armed attacks have
been reported from different railway
coloviies in the county. The ratlway
colonies  at Anwargunj, Dhanbad,
Patra, Goregaon, Poona} Bombay,
Akola, Parel, Byculla, Wadala, Visa-
khapatnam and Perambur have been
turned ito armed jpolice camps. In
Tamil Nadu, a number of summary
trials and co“wictions have taken
place—anaother form of int'midation
of the employees.

The Government ca™no: stomadh
the tremendous success of the rail-
way strike. It has started to turn

the screw pighter on the strikifg work-
men. Firs: it resorted o threats.
When these did nor wark, ig began
arresls. As that, o0, did ro: deter-
the sirikers, it is now trying © gain
Public sympathy by cooking wp or
magiifying acts of sabotage.

A Policy In Trouble

The new wheat policy is riddled
with so many flaws thag nothing short

of a miracle will make it work, And -

the way things have shaped up du-
ring the first two months of its ope-
rat’on has not been inspiring. The
traders, who have ceremoniously *begh
reins‘alled to jrun the busivess, are
clearly speaking in two voices. Some.,
times they say that they will work
all out 10 achieve a respectable pro-
curemet figure but at other times
they are no; so emphatic. Indign
agriculture depends on 5o many im-
ponderables that they can always
take refugee behind ore or the other
to explain away their mability ac
tual or designed— to meet the com-
moment. Reports indicate that wheat,
prices in some regions have eased
partly owig to larger arrivals. But

food pices m India are not decidedy

as is well krown by demand and sup_

ply alone. The worst thing perhaps
is that the Governmen; has largely
forfeited, it seems willingly, #s au
thority (o do any hing abou; the
matter. It is hopi“g o ‘mport about
four million tonnes of foodgrains by
June and this might give it a litke
more barg#ning swength. Bur no
thi~g will work if the trade decides.
o play truant and create artificial
shortage and rig prices. It can al--
most be said that the ingeres; of so
many had scldom been left to thg
discretion of so few. La,.
Some of the State governmergs arc
trying to mount a belated move to
hold the .situation. Purjab and
Haryaa' had never been in favour .
of scrapping the takeover of the
wholesale trade. And even though
they had to submit to the decision
they are try‘ng to change the ground
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= rflles to suig their i*¢erest. They arc
k- - belizved to be deliberately delaying
L ssue ‘of permits ‘to traders which
§ would have enabled them to start
E buying from the mandis. The gov-
b nts want to give their own
¥ agercies an opportunity to enter the

market first, make some quick pur-

- chases, harden the price avd then
leave it o the itraders. The govern-
ments also.fear that if the entire manr-
kated surplus passes 'to the traders,
~thé foodgrains, or at least the bulk
of them, would be exported 'to o*her
. States. But the implications of such
2 dog n 'the manger policy for the
rest of the country and the consum-
ers in: general are clear. The food
traders will be richer by one more
excuse ‘for raising |prices, and they
w%cluonlv be too eager to use 1t to

are :
=4 ; their .advantage.
ork *, :
xo- i
mes \é{ After The Coup
-} The libération movements ‘n Por-
- tuguese colonies in Africa have gene--
thet ~ rally jand guardedly welcomed the
[~—:= “  developments in Lisbon since the
B ~overthrow of the Caetano regime.
.-hc.zv, = l &Everal Antonio  (Spinola has long
ased advocated that i1t is not possible to
- . 6nd a solution o the problem of
gdedy . AMican colonies through military
{ sup- | meang though he did no¢ hesitate
Baps . P 1o be ruthless  himself. He
BN f Bas oberved n his  fa
P8 %% mous book Portugal and the Future
the : . that to want to win in a war of sub-
ibout | sersfon by military means alone is
- by t to accept defeat in advance, unless
lintle . one possesses unlimited capacity to
| | prolovg the, war indefinitely. That
mde’l - 1 definitely the case with Portugal as
ificia -*_ 5 present economic crisis bears out.
p al- | Spinola’s idea s to have a multi-
of o | racial federation of Portuguese States
D_di‘ the overseas territories would
- have a fair amoung of autonomy 1n-
| i w cluding their own parliaments and
e W0 ~ administrations but with _the final
5 /1 .control of foreign policy, defence and
favour - T8 oconomy in Tisbon’s hands. He
£ the . likes to call this a Lusitatian com-
hough + munity.
cision
gound:  “Staray 95 1974
X

The liberation movements have
not jumped for the idea and they
are unlikely to be persuaded to ac-
cept it. The -new Government in
Lisbon says, however, that it has no
rigid. formula ; on the contrary i¢ has
asked guerilla leaders ‘n Mozambique
o set out peace terms as a basis for
negotiating an end, to 13 years of
bitter warfare. The mee ing between
Mr Mario Soares, the socialist Fore-
ign Minister of the Provisional Gov-
erment and the Secretary General
of the African Party for the Independ.
ence of Guinea-Bissau and the Cape
Verde ‘'Islands (PAIGC) has been
described by Lisbon ag part of a new
orientation aimed a¢ finding political
solutions <o the problems of Alfrica.
It has also been announced that talks
on a cease-fire in Guinea-Bissau will
contiue in London on May 25. In-
cidentally, the PAIGC set up a re-
public in September 1973 and it has
been recognised by many States. The
liberation movemeng i~  Angola is
ready to star Tegotigtions with Lis-
bon. What has prompied it to take
such a gtand are the policy changes
in Portugal following Spinola's ac-
cession to power and the presence
in the Cabinet of socialists and com-
muists. The mnegotiations muse be
on the basis of recognition of the
people’s right to  self-determinafion
and national lindependence,

Spinola has set free many political
prisovers in the celonies and assured
the guerilla leaders the mnecessary
protection. With the giet exit of the
governors ge“eral of Angela and Gui-
nea-Bissau and the forced departure
of Dos Saitos, governor general of
Mozambique there is now little chance
of a unlateral declaratio~ of indepen-
dence on the pattern of Rhodesia.
The guerillas have fought a “forgot-
ten war” for over thirteen years; per-
haps during peace negotiations they
will attract more international atten-
tion,

Ag they say, their struggle for total

- independence will s'rengtren the de-
mocritic forces in Portugal itself.
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* The Nixon Papers - -

The Meeting-Of September 15, 19%2

_ September 15,
man, Dean.
President—Hi, how are you? You
. had quite a day today didn’t you.
You got Watergate on the way
didn’t you?
Dean—We tried.

1972—Niix011, Halde-

Haldema“——How did i all end
up ?
D—-Ah; 1 thn’ik we can say well

ay this point. The press-is playing
it just ag we expect.

H—Whitewash ?

D—No, not yet—the
now... ..

P—i¢ is a big story.

H-——Five indidted plus
former guy a"~d all that.

D——Plus two White House fellows.

H—That is good, that takes the
edge off Whitewash really, that was
the thing Mitchell kept saying that
to people in ‘the country Liddy and
Hu¢ were big men. Maybe that is
good. !

P—How did MacGruder handle
himself ?

D—T hink very well. He had a
good dtatement which said thay the
grand jury had met and that it was
now time to realize that some apolo-
gies may be due.

H—Fat chance.

D—Get the damw~ (inaudible),

H—We can’t do that.

- P—just remember, all the treuble
we're taking, we’ll have a chance to
get back one day. How are you doing
on your other ivvestigations ?

story right

the. WH

! =
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H-—\'\'hat has happened on the
bug ?

P—What bug?

D—The second bug. There was
a bug found in the telepho”e of one
of the men a¢ the DNC (Democratic
Party offices) .

P—You don’t think it was left
over from the other time?

D—Absolutely not, the bureau has
checked a~d rechecked the whole
place after thay night. The man had
specifically checked and rechecked
the telephone and it was not there.

P—What the hell do you think
was involved ?

D—I think DNC was planted.

P—You think they did it?

D—Uh huh. .

P— (expletive deleted)—Do they
really want to believe tha; we plant-
ed ‘that?

D_Three months ago I would
have had trouble predicting there
would be a day when this would be
forgotte™, but I think T can say that
54 days from now nothing is goivig to
come crashing down 'to our surprise.

P—.On well, this 1s a can of worms
ag you know, a lot of this stuff that
went on. And the people who
worked this way are awfully embar-
rassed. Bug the way you have hand-
led all this seems to me has been very
skilful puttirg your fingers in the
leaks that have sprung here and
sprung here.

D —Well, as T see it, the o7ly prob-
lems we may have are that human

problems and T will keep a close
watch on that.
P-—Union. T i
D—Human, S .

H—Human [railties.

D—People get annoyed scme fiviger-
pointing, false accusations, any ivter-
nal dissension of any mnature.

P—You mean on this case?

D—On this case There is some
hitterness between: the finance com-
mittee and ‘the political committee—

" on now.

they feel they bre taking all the’
heat and all the people upstairs are
bad people, not being recognized.
P—We are all in i¢ together. “This
is a war. We take a few shots and
it will be over, We will give them
a few shotg and i¢ will be over, Don’t
worry. I would?’t wanit to be on the
other side right now. Would you? .
D-—Along that line, one of ‘the
things T've tried to do, I have begun

‘to keep riotes on a lot of people who.

are emerging as less than our friends *
because this will be over some day,
and we should not forget ‘the ‘way .
some of them have treated us.

P—-I wan¢ the most comprehe sive
notes on all 'those who tried to do
us in. They didn’t have to do it.
If we had had a very close election
and they were playing the other side
I would understand this. No,. they
were doing this quite deliberately
and they are asking for it avd they
are going 'to get it.

We have not used the power in
this first four years ag you know.’
We have never used it. ~We have
not used the Bureau and we have
not used the Justice Departmevt but,
things are going to change now. And
they are either goi™g to do it rlght =
or go. =

“Exciﬁng"

D—What an exciting lprOSpeO(E

P—Thanks. It has ito be done.
We have been (adjeciive deleted)
fools for us to come ivto this elec-
tion campaign and not do anything
with regard to the Democrallic sePi-
tors who are running, etcetera. And
who' the hell are they after? They
are after us. It ‘is absolutely ridi-
culous. It is not going. to be that
way any more. '

H—Really, it is ironid tha; .we
have gone to extremes. You and your
idamn regulations.  Everybody wor-
ries about mot picking up a Fotel
bill.

D—I think you can be proud of
the White House staff. It really has
had no problems of that soxt. Avd I
love this GAO audit tdhat iy gofng
1 think . they “have some
suspicion thay even a cursory investi-

MAY 25, 19%




o is going to discover some-

=e e here. ;
= ~ § don't think they can fi*d a
s . Shimg’ -1 learnt “today, incidentally,
ﬁ have not confirmed ’s that the
5 'S¢} anditor, who is down here, is
lon-t wee a2 the Speaker of the House’s
L(he : sguest. .
ou?z - ¥__Tha: surprises me.
the #1Well, (expletive deleted ( the
igun water of the FHouse. Maybe we
who. “r pup a little heat on him.
iends * ] think so too.
| day. .
way . “#i__Recause he has a lot worse pro-
AT gems than he ig going 1o find down
rsive -
o do D That's right.
lo it H__Tha, is the kird of thing that,
ctgn 2 know, we really ought to do s
r side ~ il the Speaker and say: “I regret
. they _say- your calling the GAO down
rately because of what iy iy going to
| they aese us to do ‘to you”.
] P_Why don’t you see if Harlow
e wl el him that.
know. H__Because he wouldnt do it—
: have - would just be pleasant ard call
: have PBem Mr Speaker.
ot but . P__You really can’t st and worry
V. And Sout it all the same. The worst
t Tlg‘f}t wav happen bug it may not. So you
¥ 0 s "try to button it up as well as
can and hope for the best, ard
- wmember, basically the damn busi-
ipect: £ is unfortunately trying to cut
done. war losses.
deleted) D—Certainly that i right a~id cer-
is el.ﬂ:- gasaly it has had no effect on you.
mythitg Jhat's the good thing.
tic sev* ~ H__No, it has been kept away
ra. And wo the White House and of course
? They swpletely from the President. The
ely ridi- 4+ tie to the White House is the
be that son effore they keep trying to
n.
thay .we ‘ 3
and your
gy wet Frontier contact :
. a_Rotel -
‘ 1 BANKURA NEWSPAPER
proud of ‘
really has AGENCY,
wt. Avd T 4= -
. iy going .epur,
jave some
ry investi- £ @0 & Dist. Bankura.
¢ 25 197 s, 1974
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D--And, of course, the two White
House people of lower level—in
dicted—one consultant avd one mem-
ber of the domestic staff. Thag is
not very much of a tie.

P—Thig happens all ‘the time.
Well, you can follow these charac-
ters to = their Gethsemane, I feel for
those poor guys in jail, particularly
for Hung with his wife dead.

D—Well, there is edery indicat
tion they are hanging in tough right
now.

P—What the hell do ‘they expect
though ? Do they expect demericy,
in a reasonable time? What would
you advise on that?

D—I think it is one of those things
we will have to watch very closely.
For example. ..

P—You couldn’t do it, say, in six
months.

D—-No, you couldn’t. This thing
may become so political as a result
of «these hearings that it is a ven-
detta. This judge may go off the
deep end in sentencing, and make
it so absurd that it’s dlearly injustice
that they have been heavily...

P—Is there any kind of appeal
left ? : ;

D--Right. Liddy and McCord
who sat through the trial, will both
be on appeal ard there is no telling
how long that will last. I is one
of these things we will just have to
watch.

P—My view, though, s ito say no-
thing abou; them on the ground
that the matter 1s still i the courts
and on appeal. Second, my view is
to say nothing about the hearings
at this point, except that I trust
they will be ‘conducted the proper
way and I will not commeng on
the hearings while they are in pro-
cess.

Of course, if ithey break through
—_if they get muck-raking—it ‘s best
noy to cultivate that thing here at
the White House. If % is done at
the White House again, they are
going to drop the (adjective delet-
ed) thing. Now 'there, of course,
you say bur you leave it all to them.

*We'll see as time goes on. Maybe we

will have to change our policy. But

the Presideng should ro: bedome in-
volved in any parg of this case.

D—1I agree totally, S'r, absolutely.
That doesn’t mean that quietly we
are not going to be working arourd
the office. You can rest assured that we
are not going to be sitting quietly.

P—1 don’t krow what we can do. ]
The people who are most disturbed
about thig (unintelligible) are the g
(adjective deleted) Republicans. A
1ot of these Congressmen, financial
contributors, et cetera, are highly
moral. The Democrats are jusg sort
of saying “(expletive deleted) fun
and games”.

D—Well, hopefully
them Segretti.

P.— (Expletive deleted). He was
such a dumb figure. T don’t see how
our  boys could have gone for him.
But nevertheless, they did. It was
rezlly juvenile. But, veveriheless,
what the hell did he do? What in
the (characferizaion (deleted) did
he do? Shouldn’t we be trying to
get intelligence > Weren'y they (ry-
ing to get intelligence from us ?

D—Absolutely. 2

P—Don‘t you try to disrupt their |
meetings ? Didn't they ‘try ‘o dis-
rupg ours? (expleative deleted). They
threw rocks, ran demonstrations,
shouted, cut the sound sys‘em, a”d
let the tear gas im at night. What
the hell is that all abour? Did we |
do that? &

D--McGovern had Dick Tuck on
his payroll, and Dick Tuck was
down in Texas when you were
down at the Connally ranch and set:
up to do a prank down there. But
it never came off.

P—What did Segrettr do that came
off ?

.
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D-—-H~» did some humorous things.

For example, Jhere  would he a
hired
Wayre the Wizard to fly in from
the Virigin Islands to perform a
magic show. He sent ‘nvitations to
all the black diplomats and sent

- limousines out to have them picked

up, a’d they all showed up and
they hadn’t been invited. He had
400 pizzas sent to anothe. . . .

P—.Sure, what the hell, ipranks.
Tuck did all taose things in 1960,
ahd all the rest.

D—I think we can keep the Seg-
retii s‘aff in perspective beciuse it
is not that bad. IChapin’s involve-
ment is not that deep. He wag the
caalyst, and ithat is about the, ex-
ten; of it,

P—Sure. He knew him and re-
commended him. ‘

D— That's right.

- P—But he didn’t run him. He

~ was too busy with us,

D-—Well 1 was—we have come a
long road on this thi"g now. I had
thought it was an impossible task to

- hold rtogether unitil after the elec
. tion until things started falling out,
- but we have made it this far and I
_am convinced we are going to make

it the whole road and put this thing
n the funny pages of the history

~ books rather than apything serious

because acually. . . .

P—I will be somewhat serious
but the main thing, of course, s also
the isolation of the President. .

D—Absolutely, totally true.

P—Because that, fortunately, is
totally true.

« D—I know that, sir.
P— (expletive deleted) of course,

’-;‘- I am not dumb and T will never for-
- get when I heard abouy this (adjec-

tive deleted) forced entry and bug-
gitlg. [ thought, what in the
hell is this? Wha¢ is the matter

; with these people? Are they crazy?

| For Frontier contact
o = POPULAR BOOK STALL,
 Near Bank of India,

Bhadra
6
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L thoughy they were nuts, A prank!

Bug i wasn’t, it wasn’g very funny.
1 think that our democratic friends
know that wo They know what
the hell it was. They don’t think
we'd be involved in such.

D—1 think they do too.

P—Maybe they don’t. They don’t
think I would be involved in such
stufft.  They think, I have people
capable of it. And they are correct,
in thay Colson would do, anything.
Well, OK-—have a little fun, And
now I will nog talk to you again
until you have something to report
to me. ...

P—There must have been an in-
dication of the fact tha; we had poor
pickinfi . Because naturally any-
body, either Chuck or Bob, were al-
ways reporting to me about wihat
was going on. If they ever got any
informacion they would ‘ceptainly,
have told me ithat we goy some 1n-
formation, but they never had.a
thing to report. Whay is the mat-
ter? Did they never get anything
out of the damn thing?

D—-I don’t think they ever got
anything, sir.

P—A dry hole?

D--That’s right.

P— (expletive deleted).

D—Well, they were just
getting started.

P—.Yeah. Bob one time said
something! to me about something,
thig or that or something but I think
1t was something about the conven-
tion. I think it was about the con-
vention problems they were plan-
ning something. I assume that must
have been Macgregor—-no¢ Macgre-
gor but Segretti.

really

D—No. Segrettr wasn’t involved
in the intelligence gathering piece
of it at all.

P--.Oh, he wasn’t? Who the hell
was gathering intelligence ?

D—That was Liddy and his out-
fit. -

P— Apary from Watergate ?

D—That’s right. Well you  see
Watergate was part of intelligence
gathering, and this was their first
thing. What happened i . . .

P—That was surh a stupid thing !

—— - g

D—dt was ncredible—that M}a.s
right, That was Hunt, .

P—To think of Mitchell and Bob
would have allowed—would - have
allowed—this kind of operation ,to
be in the campaiyn cémmittee. ~

D--I don’t think he knew it was

there.

P—I don’t think that
knew about this sory of thing.

D—Oh, no, no. Don’t misunder-
stand me. 1 don’t think that he
knew the people.
thatr Liddy was out intelligence-
gathering. I don’t think he knew .
that Liddy would use a fellow like
McCord (expletive removed), who
worked for the commitiee. I can’t
believe that.

P—How the hell doeg Liddy- stand
up so well?

D—He’s a strange man, Mr Pre-
sident,

P— Strage or strongp

D—Strange and strong.  His
loyalty is—I thing it is jus; beyond
the pale, nothing ... .

P—.He MHates the other side too,
doesn’t he?

D-—Oh, absolutely.
He really is.

P—Is 1t too late to go the hang_-.

out road ?

D—Yes, I think it ’s. The hang-
ouy road . =

P--The hang-out roaxl (inaudi-
ble) .

D.-—It was kicked round Bob and
[ and .

P—Ehrlichman
should be hang-out. .

D—Well, I think I convinced him
why he would not want to hang-out
either. There is a certain domino
situation here. If some +things start
going, a lot of other things are go-
ing to start going, and there can be -
a lot of problems if everything
starts falling. So ithere are dangers,
Mr President. T would be less'%l
candid if [ didn’t tell you there are.
There is a reason for not cveryone
going up.and testifying. °

P—1 see. 1
mean (o ha#ve everyone go up and

“testiify.

(Next week:

The Three Meet
Again) i
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Mijtchell -

I think he knew'.

He is sirong..

always fely it |

han

Oh no, no, ro. 1 didn’t .
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S . W he map of.the Arab East is being
i 1 =frawn: not for the benefit of the
v peressed or even. that of the ruling
tchell 1 s2b cliques in the long run, but for
‘ purpose of establishing rieo-
=g mialism in the area and placing
PRI w¢hin the orbit of American global
gz: The cartographers are Kissinger
’knew; b “superstat”’, Sadat the “comman-
Ch & for peace”, Mrs. Meir “the only

o = in thf_: Israeli cabinet”, and
ety al “the king of all Arabs”..Those

: and designers foresee a “permane”t’
1 in Palestine with “secure and

shagel e sible borders” and when a final
el gsce (reaty is signed, (srael shall
: Bave access to Arab markets, dapital,
d society. As for the Arabs, a new
His seus quo free of pan-Arabism, socia-
seyond sm and revolution shall obtain a"id
o e maintai"ed under a Saudi-Egyp-
& 6o gan entente based on Islam, oil, and
i $sendship with America and Europe
sirong. . i undergired by a joing Saudi-
_U.S. partnership of irvestors
hang: = Bose reconquest of Egypt shall be
= shrined in the re-establishmenst of
- hang- ~ expanded stock exchange in Cario
’ - 1 embodied in ira“tclad guarantees
mau:(:l'i; ¢ would-be nvestors ready to stake
5r future on the rew paradise of

: 2! and godliness.
Baand In brief, an attempt is bei"g made
it : reverse a half century of Arab
) - +colondalism and to install a new
i T er in the Mideast which requires
ang-out b= s ‘mplementation the abortio™
e aino of the “nanon_all democra‘tlc"' 'Ph?se
5 = the revolution: the sa etification
8% Stzo regional’sm in the Arab World ;
- gb; . % abandonme"t of the vision of a
Bcagl. sme Arab, socialisy natiowstate from
;gn :rlf Atlantic Ocean ag the West, to
-ﬁn = e Arab Gult on the Arabiani Sea and
- S W% Indian Ocean in the eash In
}ere zu‘;e. wher words, the 20-year Nasserite
ey weole to.rid the Arab nation of its
e foreign masters and obtain true in-
1 didn't B ndence is being overthrown by

o w’?‘d right-wing alliance under the aegis
the U.S. whose ideology is inspir-
by a religious fundamentalism

=d on upper class populist pers-
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‘Arab Map Being Redrawn

pectives; underpinned by an alliance
of the possessing classes and their
cunuchs within each State; ad, ex-
ternally endorsed and safeguarded by
the covtinued presence of Israel in
the Arab Mideas; and the Sixth Fleet
offshore. That is, the Nasserite world
which posited Egypt as the storm
certre of the Arab homeland and per-
ceived the promotion of its rational
interests within the ambit of the three
central circles: Arab, Affrican a"™d
Islamic; that world is being supplan-
ted by a world view which reverses
the order of the circles and replaces
the Nasserite alliance of four classes
—peasants, workers, lower middle
class, and the na‘ional bourgeoisie—

by an alliance of  military
bureaucrats and restored feudalis's

supported by Gulf oil buccaneers and
American  sharks® desigriated by the
State Department and the Pentagon.

In a word, the Arab world is being
made safe for joint exploitation by
local and ‘nternatioal hudksters, but
this time more intensively ard ex-
tensively under the aegis of neo-colo
nialism American style instead of
traditional colonialism of the British
varieties. It ig the dawning of a new
age of psychic violence, ruthless sup-
pression of the opposition and bru-
tal regimentation, militarization and
atomization of Arab society. The
question 15, can ‘the /proponen’s of
rearrarge the Arab
manner as to estab-
it, and seoure 1t for
amswer 1§ such an

the “new order”
world in such a
lish it, ma’ntain
poster;i‘ty?' The
order is historically doomed if estab-
lished; bui the revolutionaries musk
do their utmest to smash it before its
midwives give it birth.

(Abridged. From the bulletin of
the Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine).

The Sunderbans—1
: =

Myth And Reality 3
By A CORRESPONDENT :3
|

OF late the Sunderbans area has
been brought before the lime-
light by the West Bengal Govern-

A

ment. So many development schemes
are supposed to be exccuted in this
area. But Ig the Government really
serious? It is hard to believe that
projects like the Col'ton Project in
1973 and the Tiger Projecy in 1974
in the Sunderbans area have beem
started with a view to helping tthe =
toiling masses. The Government
knows that socially and politically
backard areas are not able to judge
the merits of any such project avd
so there will be no questions raised
about the misuse ‘of money, matx
power and resources. =
The Sunderbans area includes
Sandeshkhali, Gosaba and Hasnabad
police stations in the Basirhay sub-
d¥vision, Mathurapur and Sagar
police stations in the Diamond Har-
bour sub-division and parts of
Canning and Jaynagar police stations
in the Sagar sub-division of 24-Par-
ganas district. A vast portion in the =
southernmogt part s covered with
dense forest. The area supplies rice
from the inhabited par's and tim-
ber, fish, honey and wax from the =
forest. From ithis point of view its
importance can never be ignored. 5
About the people, however, there has
been no serious study. Any such 1

);l\v
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does not seem to be profitable, for -;_‘.?
obvious reasons, to the Government.
The Census report of 1961 betrays
this lack of interest. But since the
people of this arvea are among the =
most wretched of the earth a
thorough study is imperative. AnE
attempt will here be made to pres |

4

sent in a series an account of the
conditions and problems of these
people. i

There is no mneed to begin with
an attempt to trace the history from
the t‘me of the Puranas. Even Pra-
tapaditya is not at all ‘mportant =

7
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the reclamation works stopped
no further grant
history is ag old

gal Distrigy

| "to {the peculiar condj:
| area,

~

well-populatted
time. But # became de-
d somehow and (he

sufficient for ghe place

time‘.span
to be co-
Thus the
nd a new
in the British

lost all its tradition 3
ter was to open

period|
The Briflsh rul

ers thought of re-
ation of the forest ares even in
- “In 1880 the grants of the
t were promulgated”, In 191
and
was given., So the
as 200 years. But
about the people
there firs; are noit

ble recordg
were broughg

- available,
~ When the census

was taken = in

the results of which were com-
in the Bengal District Gazerteers
5-S: S O’'Malley, it was already
y- We may in.
rds.

Scheduled Castes
The Sunderban
(now in Bangladesh) anq

S area of Khulna
24-Par.
g to O'Malley’s Ben.
Gazetteers wa mainly
lated by Pods (Poundrag) and
dals (Namasudras). Thege two
were, according to him, ‘sem:.
uised aboriginal-descents’. They
capable of adapting themselyes
ons of his
industrioug  and

, accordin

They were

thrifty while thejy habits were 5]

' MOst ‘amphibious’, je they  could

- Work  hard . both ip land and op
water,

B8 The Census report of 1961 shows

Bl also thar  ip the Sunderbans area

| more than 60% of the population
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from Midnapur, Khulna and other
districts. Profit-makers. came from
many corners. 1In spite of a ‘these
factors the place remaing even today
an area of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, A major par¢ of
the non-scheduled caste  Hindus—
the Mahishyag and Tantis—are of
Kaibartya origin which s classified
as ‘semi-Hinduised aboriginal  des-
cents’,

The caste-system Was a reflection
of the class system of the old sociglty,
The .Brahmin culture was the cul-
ture of the ruling classes, Even 1n
the British period we find the domi-
Mating  Hindus of the sodiety up.
holding Brahmin culture to be their
own.  This culture did not hesitate
0 ‘make a compromise whlenever
Necessary with the indigenoug or folk-
culture. The compromise was' ne-
cessary because of changes of govern.
ment, changes before the
British did not change the economy,
So the Brahmin cultinre was cherish-
ed by the land and power-holding
Hindus. The culture admitted ‘the
aboriginal descents’ into the Hindu
world only to compete  with ‘the
Muslim influence, But these semi-

Hinduised People were nog recog-
nised as caste Hindus, They  were
tuled, oppressed and exploited. They
were used only to increase and safe-
guaird the property of the power-
holding section,

In the British regime this  semi-

serfdom could no
and these people
80 10 new areas only to make " jt
habitable. In this way the oppress-
ed sect'on of the rura] society, encou-
raged by the Britlsh rulers, came to
the Sunderbans ares from adjacent
places.

t hold much ground
were allowed to

S are from the Scheduled Castes and o the question as to how they tion. The Government.  however,
|| Scheduled Tribes, The  scheduled came, there i  another probable thinkg of nothing but squand;'ri'g
castes of the area which deserve to  answer. Perhaps they came for the money. ‘ N
' & be mentioned are Poundras, Nama. first time ag seasonal labourers, They Th hor is full 5 ¢
't 1 sudras, Bagdis and Rajbansis. Castes would work for the season and then € a,ut.or EERY §0n§c10us 2
like Muchi, Dhobg elc. may be leave. There WEre two  seaso™s— the generalized statements made  in
i t!‘rl‘;icéd bur  their number s nepli. the season of c13]tivaltu'on .and the sea- ithg article. He wil] corroboratk -
| gible, son of ‘harvesting. Ultimately they these with published doctimeas d
Influx into the atea withn this  seled in  the area. But their Iot ; 5 P . ,C s
pPeriod is due to many factors and diq not ‘mprove. Then they went his own observations in course of
 from many places. People came to other places for jobs. thig series,
8 : ;

Men from the Scheduled :Ti‘beS 3
were  engaged in embankmen; and
deforestation, But“Yor cultivation
of the area the hard-working nen
of the scheduled castes were essential,
Perhaps in the earlfer period they
were seduced. Buy later, observa-
tions show, they came here stricken
with  flood, famine and Pestilence,
Lastly they came as g resuly of Par.
Vitton, :

The Muslim and Christian
munities of the area j
number of converted
section. In the areas adjacent o
the forest the Muslims are not large
in number huyg have an influence
becul’ar to the area. !

The inflow of caste
very old. The

com-
nclude 3 large
men from this °

Hindus is knir?t
Y _comprise only. a

small < section, They are mainly
landowners, businessmen,  teachers
and officials. Many of them are

Not permanenit dwellers,
The Sunderbans i represented ‘n .
the Bidhan Sabh, and the Lok
Sabha by Scheduled Caste members,
That does not mean that the ex-
ploited clags s represented. The;: &
sufferings of the toiling people are” -
never voiced by theip ‘representa- -
tves’. ‘These exploited men do not
require superstructural institutiong
The burning question for them is
how. to exist, how to get a job to
mainian themselyes, More educa.
tional nstitutions, or setting up of
a bank or taking stock of the tiger
population  would do no good to
them. A radica] change in the eco-
nomic condition and nothing short
of it can’ put them in 3 betrer posi:
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" Tamil Writing

R. SANKARA NARAYAN

AT R Iravatham’s remark about the

, observa- usage of Savskrit wordg in the
re stricken mil syntax (13.4.1974) is ridicu-
pestilence, s. If we admit that the use of
al¢ of Par- | senskric gives an exotic flavour, how
. . suld the use of English produce
dan  com- aborignal flavour? Tamilising
de a large Sanskri¢  words is being done
from this ° ght from the development of Tam’l
jacent ‘to wose in a natural way and the blend
not large so fine that an average reader
influence mnor even fitld out the etymology.
' canmot easily understand pure
dug is ot | Bamil writing without a Tamil dic-
e only. a S Eomary. Tt is impossible ¢o tiink
niainly piire Tamil writing withoue exo-
teachers favour, because the spoken Tamil
hem are #mguage hag always this flavour.
in no way will thls affecy the
sented in . h of Tamil prose or poetry ;
the Lok geaversely; it is only the so-called
members, amil scrolars or pundits who des-
the ex- W Soved the gowth of modern Tam:l
ed. The * swose by following a pure Tamil
eople are” = which is also equally exotic as
: <y Tipravalam (a horrible mixture of
e, Tamil and Sanskrc) .
n do not It is better to go back to the
titutiong mgien: days to trace certain basic
them is F sinis before coming to avly conclu-
oy . Among all the 14 major lan-
£job 103 @ges in India, T feel tha; Tamil
e educa! @S ihe only language where the gap
g up of . Stweeh a spoken lahguage and a
the tiger en  language is so wide that
j s=rary Tamil prose or poetry seems
good - ta #eck to the college students, Latin
the eco- B the average Tamil reader a~d
1z short #0 (0 the ‘masses. Tamil college
er posi- dents ﬁnd.lt very difficult to pass
tamil examinations. The standard
however, very high ard meaningless,
and@*ri'zg pere s no doubt about the
- Bequity of Tamil and its gloricus
SE=af *2am age of the Ist century. With
3 Syan  penefration, the Jlanguage
lac%e' L seached 'a mew height by develop-
roboratk - == grammar, ‘Tholkappivam, Aga-
nts and Byam  etc. Unifortunately, after *
e ai Sangam, no real interest was

jaid ‘o the development of [profse
® drama. Indigenous dialects were

not assimilated by the auwthors of
the middle age. The language itself
was destroyed by Brahminical my-
thologies like Ramayanam, M4ha.
bhavatham, Siva Puranam €te. gtc.
Further, the language remained a
possession of the feudal lords and
vassals. By this time, Sanskrit was
able to penetrate deeply info 'the
rural areas and a new style of Mani-
pravalam  developed, by blending
Sanskrit and Tamil, Tamilising

Sanskri¢ by the rural folk became a“e.

cessity since the ‘pure’ Tamil slept
along with feudal treasures. After
1000 or 1500 years of total oblivion,
the Tamil pundits of the 20th cen-
tury suddenly realised this a™d start-
ed the weradication campaign  over-
night in the name of ‘Pure Tamil
Movement’.

Unfortunately, Tamil literature

monopolised by the upper
classes. The hero and heroireg are

all kings and vassalg or merchants
who glorify the feudal elements. No
prose or drama develeped a¢ this
stage except some rubbish form (of
poetry.  Tamll prose developed only
in the 19th century starting with
the Manipravalam style, The great
V. K. Suryanarayana Sastri was one
of those who did not tolerate the
Tamilisivig of Sanskrit. He changed
even his name to Parithimar Kalaig-
nar (= Surya Narayanan). Any.
body reading his prose ca- easily
pick out hundreds of Sanskrit words
on a single page! For language, he
was using the word baashai, even
though he could have used ithe word
mozhi which was in vogue. How-
ever, people like Marai Malai Adi-
gal a™d Thiru Vee Ka succeed-
ed to a certain extent in the anti-
Sanskrit - campa‘gn. Unforfunately
their style is too hard. They wrote
such Tamil that a layman ca"not
underskand a single senterice with-
our a dictionary. What we really
needed was a middle way and that
was achieved by modern poets fol-
lowing the tradition of Mahakavi
Subramania Bharathi. Pure Tamil
is now alienated from the masses.
The scholarly writings of such pure

was

D

Tamil by Mu. Va. The. Po. Mee, ete.
etc. are now oug of date: ;

In the later part of the 20th cen-
tury, there developed a middie“»%agi
a new technique in Tamil prose wr
irg re. journalistic writing. In this
field, Mr C. N. Anvadurai, Mr
Kalki stood foremost and their ideas
were carried to the masses, thanks
to their simple style. Unfortunately,
in spite of several C.N.As and Kalks,
there are still some wrong notions
that the style will be standard only
if it is hard and not understandable.
In Tamil, there are about haf§{f ‘a
doze», dailies and  several weekly
magazines which develop excellent
modern Tamil prose. In drama and
cinema you find excelleny dialogue.
The languages used in” the | ‘press.
cinema or drama is easily communi
cable (o the masses, though some
blend of Sanskrit is admitted.

But this kind of simple prose s
never recognised by the conservaltive
Tamil scholars. If you take English,
a student who follows the journalis-
tic style is sure o get a distinc-
tion at the examination. But if he

follows the style of Thina Thanthi
or Dinamani in his Tamil examina-
tion, he will certainly fail. To get
a distinction jin Tamil, a student is
expected to write standard Tamil
i.e. with hard words in vogue in the
Sangam age of the Ist century. As
a matter of fact, there is no active
voice in the pure Tamil prose style,
though originally Tamil was a very
It was Thiruvallu-
var who mtroduced the passive voice |
i the Janguage.

active language.

For Frontier contact

BANI PRAKASH,
Panbazar, :
Gauhati-1, -

Assam.
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Three Trends

Iravatham’s article ‘Modern
Tamil Poetry’ :n the 13th April
issue is insufficieny and partisan. At
least three trends are seen i mod-
ern  Tamil poetry. One trend is
the use of modern formg only to ex-
press mental distortions and philis-
tme feelings. For example, Kalappi-

on

. ria, Devakot:ain Moorthy and two-

thirds of the ka cha ba tha pa ra
poets. Arother trend is to use them
for an attack on the present social
ijustices and overthrow the system
by the to’ling masses. This trend is re-
prese’ted by Inculab, Akkiniputhiran,
Pugiyarasu, Sakth’kkanal Parinaman
ete. It is needless to say that there
is another group using both the
trends ad serving occasional petty

FRUNTIER
poetry to  the = mapses. For
example, Mera, Sirpi, Kamarajan,

Tam?l Nadan etc.
Iravatham has overlooked the
content of modern Tamil poetry.

He is ready to point out some petty
bourgeois  philistines as represen-
tatives of modern Tamil _jpoetry.

Because of this he 15 able to forget
Inculab a~d others.

The author himself is a modern
poet of mini-poems. Because of
modesty he might have kept silent
about hig own poems. But I should
vot do the same. Two examples
are enough,

(1) Intercourse

Forgetting all we have spoken

Ler us lIike dumb animals,

Begin to love.

‘The brightness of your eyes,

Shoulders, breasts
And other sileny areas
Enough for me. .. .. :
(2) Kanchipuram —1973 £
Amidst ruined hallg
Feel:ng of lost
Shatitered sculptures
Den’es to be alive,
Bats’ exdrement
Makes the stomach shrink
The mind refuses to get rid of the
sins
By bathing in the scum-coated
pond
The temple stares at the sky
As a question.

These
tham represents.

which trend Irava-
How can o"e e¥
modern

show

pect him to write about

Tamil poetry in the other manner ?

NOW!UCOBANK ALMOST

UCOC. 200

to help themselves—profitably (&

TRIPLES

YOUR DEPOSITS

If you put your money in
UCOBANK’s Deposit
Certificate Scheme.

If you deposit, say, Rs.5000 under this
scheme, then in just 15 years your
amount would have tripled to almost
Rs.15,000 which is certainly a hand-
some return for what you put in! This
scheme includes deposits starting from
as low a denomination as Rs.100 and
can go up to any amount.

Helping people
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From Bangladesh

- MRIGANKA SEKHAR Ray

HE cinema in Bangladesh is still
very young. Iv had a shaky
start about two_decades ago, initially
with Urdu films, but gradually films
i the Bengali language became more
‘popular. . Within a very short time,
sudios and laboratories were set up
ind film producti‘on :gathere)dv mo-
mentum. A few Calcutta ‘techni-
gans, mosily second rate, migrated
%o Dacca, bug very soon the new
&lm industry there was able to build
up its own crew. Folklores and cos-
sume drama dominated the early
Zims, but these slowly gave way to
‘onl'emporary  social themes. The
1971 military crackdown and the
subsequent disorder iriterrupted film
production; studios and theatres
were damaged and many film peo-
ple crossed over o the other side
of the border. But after liberation
production resumed with renewed
wigour ahd during 1972-1974, more
- than thirty films were produced an-
nmually and there were always about
rwo hundred films on the floor. A
"ot of exchange of ideas also start-
‘ed between India and 'Bangladesh
“when Ritwik Ghatak made a film in
Dacca and Rajen Tarafdar launched
co-production. The delegation which
~yisited India on the occasion of the
recent festivd] gave us a  concrete
picture of the /film world in Ban-
gladesh bnd from !their| reports ‘it
seemed that the industry could easily
hope for a speedy recovery from the
decay that set in duri’g the Pakis-
fani regime.
The festival gave the first oppor-
ity for an overall assessment of
the cinema ‘n Bangladesh. Previous-
Iy, we had seen only two films, Jahir
R3ihdn’s Jiban Thekey Neya, which,
in spite of its dlumsy thematic pre-
sentation and sub-standard technical
gualities, had a ring of sincerity and
an embryonic sense of social pur-
~ pose the other film was Natun Philer
Gandha, an  innocuous lovesstory.
These two films gave bleak ideas
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about the Bangladesh cinema and
the films in the recent festival could
hardly improve on; the earlier iw-
pression. The general level was
curiously much below mediocre;
the story-ideas were crude and child-
ish; the cinematid construction was
almost non-existeny and the banal
theatricalities were carry-overs of in-
competent, amayeurish stage triadiy
tions; the actig wag plamn and
hamming and mos¢ of the technia
cians have yet to learn the elemen-
taries of their craft. Two filmg in
this flestival were made after the
liberation and the rest were pre-
1971 productd. Aesthetically, there
was little difference between the two
periods, although in. the post-libera-
tion films one could get (a little
closer to reality whereas the pre-
liberation ones moved in a make-
believe world, totally detached from
objective social background.

« The festival was a mixed fare.
The audience had a taste of many
varieties, social subjects—rural and
urban, devotional themes, socio-poli-
tical themes of the liberation strug-
gle and its aftermath and historical
costume -dramas. Jahir Raihan’s
Anwara took us to the idyllic coun-
tryside and its story had a Cinderella
touch where a is‘mple village girl
harassed by her step-mother finally

met her Prince Charming. But
many imbecile things preceded the
denouement and we were served

with a garish dish of full-blown me-
lodrama. There were some interest-
‘ng glimpses of Muslim social cus-
toms and rituals but these were there
as just unneccessary paddings a"d
added nothing ¢o the total impact.
Kazj Jahir's 4bus Mon was a long-
winding triangletale full ol frothy
sent*mentality. Subhash ~ Dutta’s
Abhirbhab was a futile attempt to
explore the psychological —problems
of a barren woman and ultimately
ended up as a medley af unbelievable
comncidences. Lalan Fakir Failed
miserably both as a musical and as
an authentic biography of the famous
folk-mystic. Ora Agarojon more or
less succeeded in the documentary
portrayal of the liberation struggle

scenes of  guerilla-action, but ‘
story-part was faulted by inept
plofi-handling, one-démensional cha-
racterisations and a mesh of adole:

ceny platitudes with a gusto of pat
riotic speeches in every recl. We had
reports that Alor Michhil touched
upon the post-liberation corruption
and exposed the vices of the ruling
class, but unfortunately, that film
was not shown to the Press. Nabab
Sirajdulla’s dramatic structure cliose-“fg
ly followed the text of Sachim Sem-
gupta’s play (keeping most of the
dialogue intact, bu¢ replacing the .
songs by better ones) and in spite of
its loud acting style, the pace was |
brisk and there was a touch of au-
thenticity ‘n period recreation.

A Mere ] alsé

By Our Music Critic

HE fifth annual music conference |
of the Suresh-Sangit-Sangsad
held from May 2 to b at Rabindrazj
Sadan comprised five sessio”s inclu- ‘%

ding a morning one on the las¢ da
The first, the Tagore session, was de-
dicated to the late Aradikumar Das-
tidar, the second to that of the late
Pandi¢ S. N. Ratanjankar, the third
to that of the la‘e Ustad Amir Khan
and the las¢ to that of the late Bhu-
pendrakrishna Ghose ; but none to |

the memory of the late Suresh Cha-
kraborty in whose rame the Sangsad
stands. He lives in name only. Poor
soul ! 2N

‘As regards payl”g homage to the
depanted musicians, apart from two
documentary films ‘on Ustad Amir

Khan screened on hig connnemoratidg
day, no discussion or talk or disserta-
tion on the contributiong to Indian
musi¢ made by the musicians name‘cl}f
above was arranged. The homage -
paid (o the departed souls was nomi-
nal indeed.

A conference presupposes such in-
tellectual pursuits as research, ap-
praisal, evaluation, discussion etc.
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0 thar are rather paistaking to under-

take and. perform. Holding a musi-
cal soiree is a much easier pastime
and, naturally, that is whay the San-
gsad actually did i~ course of its pro-
grammes under review. Far from a
conference, ir was a mere jalsa and
nothirg more,

. The experimental venture of the
Ashramik Sangha to enact Tagore’s
\ verseplay, Gandharir Avedfm, was
I reduced to a melodramg by dint
of, their misconception and the in-
|| capability of the actors to recite the
.| peem accorditg to the rhythms and
| metrical divisions laying emphasis o1
" the proper syllables. Shyama pres-
| sented by the same troup was dis-
| appointing. When Uttiya was look-
ing for the guard he was not to be
found on the stage ard it was not
11 known why the brave fellow did not
il show wup uvitil after the end of the
scene.  Mr Mihir Ghosh as Vajrasen
was| sol stiff thax he did not ‘know
what to do when somebody' on the
stage was say'ng or doing something,
! The harmonium  was loud and
1 discordats and jarring (o the car. The
Jif siging of Mrs Suchirra Mitra and
| Mr Ashoktaru Banerjee, though not
| superb, did much to hold the stan-
| dard of the gsession. Mrs Mitra was
' earlier accorded a reception on her
| attainme"t of Padmashree.

| Mr Krishnadas Ghosh was confer.
' red "“The Musician of Bengal 1974
1} on Ratanjankar Day. Mr Chinmoy
Il Lahiri paid homage to hig late pre-
i ceptor - by introducing a selfmade
; ;rﬁga,‘Ratan-Shangkaga, named atter
' him. Though he irfused much en-
|| terprise in his khyals, very little of
| shangkara wag apparent in his Ratan-
Shangkara. Comparatively his Kousi-
| kanara was well sung. Mr TIlias
i1 Khan gave a flavour of vintage sitar
baaz in his alap and gas in Chayanat,
L Mrs Purabé Mukherji’s Janasambo-
1 [ dhini resembled the late Amir Khan
|| Sahib’s. Kalashri. She betrayed much
| feeling Yor her departed precepyor
| when she sang an Urdu ghazal or re-
" membrance. The alap of Mr Vilayet
Khan, though nog Very — systematic
\ lwas full of the usual gimmicks con-
© centrating on surprising the audience
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with  double octave  glissandos
(meend) ard speedy tan. Bug the
Sweet pain  of Puriyadhanashri was
hardly revealed. He elaborated his
alap in tthe song-style and comple-
mented it furfher with hig own sing-
1"lg. Then he annouced ithat a gat
was nothing but a gat and chose a
medium tempo composition in trital
in the same raga. Of course gakarr
and tankari were the fomte of his
house and ‘they were set in medium
tempo.  His make-believe dhun in
so-called Bhatiali wag neither Baul
Dor Bhatiali. His composition in
Bihari was of course better appreci-
ated.

Mr Aminuddin Dagar gave a com-
mendable recital of alap and dhru-
pad in the major morning raga. Bhai
rav.  His barhat and gamakg were
intelligent, and refired. Tt was real-
ly ‘an  ‘nfellectual treat. The best
performance of the entire jalsa was
the khyal recital of Mr, Girija Devr
who gave a superb rendition of Deshi
Tori. There was fusion of the emo-
tio~al and aesthetic contents in her
singing. The tans executed by her
were as varied as delicately nuanced.
At times she reminded one of Mrs
Kesharbai Kerkar. Her Bhajan and
Dadra were highly appreciated.

The much publicised artiste of the
circle, Mr Amjad Ali Khan, present-
ed alap in his self-created raga, Chare
dradhwai, inspired by the now-
prevalent Koushidhwani.  But why
Chandradhwani? Why no: Hindolika
with which i¢ hag the highest resem-
blance? Mr Al“ should realise that
a raga is Yot merely a progression of
notes as the Western scales. The
chief divergence between Easten- and
Western music is tha a raga melody
has an individual identity add cha-
racter of its own. But Mr Ali's crea-
tion is lacking in these two esse~tial
prerequisites.  No wonder that he
hurriedly switched over ro a compo-
sition in Abhogi where also his main.
stay was virtuoso flourish and gim-
mick instead of emoyive melodic co-
hesion.  His style lacked genuineness
‘nasmuch as it was an unhappy corg-
lomeration of differen¢ styles.

Mr Subra'a Roy Coudhury seemed

to be a true disciple of Mr Alkin
the manner of his either performance
in the major mornirg raga, Mia-ki-
Tori, in the earlier session. .The
same reliance on gimmick and floys
rish, the same concentration on vir-
tuoso playi‘ig (o the detriment of the
emoive development of the melodic
‘pate‘rns.  He followed in the foot-
steps of Mr Ali, in a much less effi-
cient marner though.

In accompanying Vilayet, Mr Kera-
matullah Khan' proved o te jagain
that as a percussionist he ig still un-
surpassable. Mr Swapan Choudhury
gave a good account of himself o%
the! tabala  while accompanying
Amjad Ali and Mr Pankaj Chakra-
borty a riew hand, displayed an im-
proved manner of playing on “he -
tabala. Bu¢ Mrs Prabha Atre’s vocal
recials were no¢ up to ry standard.

Four Exhibitions

SANDIP SARKAR

ARTHA Pratim Deb, traived -

in ‘Visvabharati and Barpoda
teaches painting #c the Rabindra-
bharati University. His first solo
exhibition at the Academy of Fine
Arts was quite rdfreshing. He has
been slightly influenced by Subras
manyam, but on the whole has given
a very promising account of himself,
All types of visual artg have to de-
[pend on optical illusion to an “ex-
tent. Artists generally transform this
optical element and create a convinc
ing maya which enchantg the view-
er. Partha refuses to add this magic
property. He wants to be totally ob-
jective and analyse how our retina
registers the varioug things tha; catch
the eye. He wants to see how our
vision plays tricks on ws, how it em:
ploys our other senses while focus-
ing on something, how it distorts,
concentrates; chooses and arranges

the world outside the etc. - Three- -
fourths of a circle can force us to
see the fourth thay is nor there.

An absent colour may steal im where -
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are two colours. A mere sug-
of a fruitseller’s shop may
stary a chain-reaction in our visual
imagination. A bird’s eye view of
tries layed out on trays may not

exhibition at the Academy of Fine
Arts had lithographs, etching ‘wilth
one intiglio thrown in. Bag had his
training also at Santiniketan, and
although he is in no ways influenced

cr fine-grained. There is an amount g
of technical ‘ugglery favolved but
his keen sense of ~composition by-

passes design.

Mrs Arundhuti Ray Choudhury’s
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‘g; e realistically painted but may tell by Somnath Hore, there is internal exhibition a¢ the Academy of Fine
the ws much about visual —redongfrucs evidence of Hone's  precision apd Arts had a retrospective character..
dic sion. The texture of the iceing and skill. Some of his lithographs have One felt thag she has ¥ailed to ma~
o ~ ream, design arid colour may hint the charader of collage (21). Sug- ture. There were the usual ‘water
offi- something. Deb uses colours flat-  gestive arrangements of space ar€ colours—landscape and scenes done
in the’r purity and {rom time sometimes breath-taking. Even where while still a student. There was
i : ‘o time brings in impasto to accen: the form is abstract there is struc- 2 series of excellent drawings. These
?:itr?- = ate the light, bup that very rarely. ture.. Newspaper clippings are deft- drawings had a charm thag the paini-
- from  pointalism to cubism and ly used as a sor of motf as if to say ings lacked. Then there were scenes
By after, h.e has gtudied and absorbed that the modern world 1s in he grip done in Europe, cafes and usual out-
b everything, but .has taken all move- of words and mass media. He some- door scenes. : e
in ments with a pinch of salt, making times uses silhouettes of war scenes Samir Ghosh’s drawing exhibition
,Lr:; o them where necessary but re. to indicate a pessimistic, morbid atti- at Simlai Cafe had amateurish work
G jecting wl.xen it ig unnecessary. His Certain shapes that we take for done in student days. It shows that
s Prg}t-mqk:vng_ plays with and gtudies  granted, ‘the square shape of a book, he has travelled a lot to usual and
rocal étxcal 111us.10n but 'fldds a bit of the the circular shape of plates and unusual places. Instead of camera
fard: sacted magical quality. lampsheds—geometrical ~shapes of he. has used the pen and ink draws
= _ Assuredly he will gain more ex- everyday objects—are used by Bag, ngs to record things. He has ut=
pe.r.-'gnce in oils and measure up to He orly detacheg these basic shapes intentionally shown the limitations
#Ais .full jstature. ffrom the objects and sets them side by of drawing as well ag that of the
Like Deb, Harekrishna Bag teac™es side. He has brought in 2 certain camera. On the whole the exhibi-
at the Rabindra Bharati. Hs second amoung of texture, sometimes linear tion was rather unimpressive. :
ANDRE BEVEILLE MARINA ANTONIETTA MACCIOCCHI
aived - .. 3
roda;. _ . STUDIES IN DAILY LIFE
ndra- AGRARIAN SOCIAL STRUCTURE 4N REVOLUTIONARY CHINA
157(;:1(; ) Andre Beteille selected a piumber of topics and An English translation of a book that hag been
§ ﬁas 4 examived each n a sociblogical jperppective, con- a best-seller i Italy and France. It jprovides an
jubraq tributing to the development of a new era of inquiry extraordivary wealth of detail about the daily lives,
given in the discipline. The author’s 'main concern in experiences, thinking, and feelings of the thousands
mself. this work is with patterns of inequality and conftct of Chinese peasants, workers and iretllectualy with
to_de' . as these arise from the owriership, control and usc whom the author talked. This is a translation of
o of land—a subject Of crucidl fmportance 1o an the most recent edition which carries the rarrative
;?wti}rlllz— understading of conditions in India. i through the Nixon Visit to China in February 1972.
view- Rs. 30 (Monthly Review Press) $3.95
magic
ily ob-
retina’ . Eric R. Worr
;caff; PEASANT WARS
it et “QF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 7 OXFOR D
focus- It is precisely the kind of book that one needs / }1 g i
ssg, o comprehend the roots of revole in the third University Press
r’?}:mrgeees world, and to divine the patterns of the future’. The DELHI BOMBAY
us 1o Eccomist. ~ GALCUTTA MADRAS
there. (FPCE) $1.30 ‘ ;
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Resignation
There has been a log of specula-
tion, confusion and a bewildered
sense of suspicion abouy my gorrig {o
- China as a member of the Kot~iis Corm-
|l miltee. Some, like Mina  Ghosh,
(Frontier, May 11, 1974). have even
- gone further, to read in my propos-
ed vidit a move towards interna-
tonal detente belween Soviet Russia
and China,
 Through your columng I  would
- like to ivfform alll of them that I
- have already resigned my post * in
the Information Branch of the
"USSR Consulate  General in  Cal-
I cutta.
Sl HEMANGO Biswas
Calcutta

- Teachers' Organisation

A document called “Amendmerit
. of the constitution suggested by the
© Executive Cowmmittee, WBCUTA”
#i was circulated amovjg the idelegates
U8 (o the 48th Annual Conference of
e WBCUTA. We find it urgen; and
~ imperative to comment on two of 1ts
points. ‘ :

‘ (1) The words ‘Laboratory Assis-
. fants’ are o be deleted from the ex-
plaation of Clause IV of the consti-
“tution, that ‘s, this sectio of the tea-
ching communi‘y will ro longer have
| the right to become a member of

i WBCUTA.
- (2) The Executive Committee sug-
b gests that  the - General Secretary

#ii ‘should in future be elected by the
Bl Exccutive Comméttee atd i office-
| bearers and no¢ by the Annual Geve-
{IE Tal Meetirg and so Clause XXI
'} should be adequately amended.

We also think that the constitutiomn
i of WBCUTA has become badly out-
 dated a"d is quite unable ‘o cope
F:wi'th the complicated situation that
ia ;:ﬂ'XiSfts in the world of educatio™ today.
i If WBCUTA 1s to serve the real in-
|| terests of the college afd university
eachers constitution’ ‘must be
hanged to reflect the ideals and

" llr.
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~ aspiratio™s of the mulitant teachers.

But we also ‘feel tha; the change
must be for the better and should
Mot pave the way for any curb oni
the democratic rights of the members,
It is our considered opiniom that the
proposed chang:s mentio™led abiove
would divide the ranks off our mem.
bers and further weakey the demo-
cratic spirit of our organisation.

Un#y is the prime riecessity of the
day. Only ‘a  broad-based unjited
frovg of all democratic elements can
counteract the fascism now raging in
this country. The whole teachirg
commun’y must unite and prese's
a_solid front before the forces of
teactio™ if it is to exiss with honour.
At a time lke thig any spliy in our
ranks would be fatal.
the laboratory assistants from joir:
ing our organization we shall be ali.
e"ating a considerable section of our
cdmmunity and shall be yielding a
great advantage to our - adversaries.
A problem will also arise about that
portion. of our membership who are
laboratory assistants and who have
for so long been our sworn brthers.
This cannog be allowed to happen.

If we are to unite the democratic
forces against our ocommo-i foe, we
musg have an organization that would
be democratic in word and in deed.
WBCUTA can grow into such an
organization if we can resolu‘ely fight
all the tendencies to the contrary.
But if the suggestio~ of the Execu-
tive Committee is heeded
and the constitution amerded in its
favour, if the power of choosing the
most important office-bearer is takew
away “from the hands of the general
members vested in the hands of a fiew
individuals of the Executive Com:
mittee, it will be a flagrang violation
of the democratic rorms of our orga-
niza‘ion and it will \foster bureau-
cracy and despotism at the top.

The way in  which we elect our
General Secretary now is ot very de-
mocratic either. The general mem-
bers thave ¢ accept o"e of the two
names recommended by the Execu-
tive Commitee and can do riothing
if nove of the wo candidates is to
their liking. This should be reme-

If we debar

died. A system mus; be worked'-o&xt'
by means of which the General Secre-
tary can be elected to the satisfaction
of the whole membership. . ]
We call upon every member sof 7
WBCUTA to resig the proposed
change. They mus¢ be vigilang aga-
inst all attempts to  curtail their
rights a”d we are confident thay the -
members WBCUTA will riumph over
all subversive activities of a few moti.
va‘ed persons. ; :
A section of WBCUTA
Calcutta ;

Crisis In Israel

Only a move from confrovitati
to igoodl‘-neig,hbourl.iness dan elsure
a lasting peace and genuine security
for all States of the Middle Easit, in-
cluding TIsrael the people of which
are becoming increasingly aware of
how berefit for the country the expan. 4
sionisy course 5. Mrs Golda Meir's -
decision to step down from the post
of Prime Minister reflects a  crisis
of political and milfitary  domcep-
tiong of the Israeli Government,
The Tsraeli myth of ‘safe borders’
based on territorial { seizures was -
shattered by Arab unity. The at
tempt to reduce the matter to ‘mis-
calculations ard errors’ in the Od%.
ber war, to find a scapegoat by re-
tiring ‘the ‘Army CHiéf Elazar, by
removing  Defence Mitister Dayan %
o another jpost -all these are man.
oeuvres te delude the Israeli pub- -
lic, to gloss over the true cause of
the crisis,

ATTAR CHAND
2 Delhi

For Frontier contact

M. VEERAMALLIAH,
Station Road,
Warangal-2,

Andhra Pradesh.
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e AN APPEAL
S In view of the acute shortage of
f:ii:cy i newsprint and the rising cost of
“hich everything under the sun, we re-
agxg}é " duced the number of pages and
s increased the price of ‘Frontier’.
Bl But it is difficult to keep pace with
e the run-away inflation.
he ‘
: 0c%. + We are therefore compelled to
“gagg‘ appeal to our readers and well-
et wishers for donations to ‘Frontier’.
i We do so reluctantly, for we are
i aware of the general hardship.
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Defend Prisoners -

The Legal Aid Committee has been
organised to defend all those who are

being victimised for holding politi-
cal beliefs dissimilar to those of the
party in power. Our object is to
defend such cases irrespective of the
political ideology of the victims,

There are thousands of de-
tenus and undertrial prisoners in
West Bengal only. Innumerable
cases have been pending since 1968-
69. Despite reminders the police are
reluctant to submit chargesheets and
bail is being opposed stubbornly. If
one is granted bail he is tagged to
some other cases. Thus the prison-
ers are virtually denied any defence.
The overwhelming majority of those
who had to be released after the
Supreme Court struck down Section
17A of the MISA, were immediately

re-arrested.

There is great need to expand our
work and the task before us is huge.
We can hope to tackle it adequately
only if greater co-operation is forth-
coming from all democratically-

e e e e s s -

minded people not only in this State
but in the whole of India.
We appeal to all democratic peo-

ple :

To contribute generously to this
Committee ;

To communicate to us all cases
of political victimization in
need df legal aid.

Cheques drawn in favour of Bina
Banerjee may be sent to either of
the addresses given below; money
orders, cash and communications to
the office (2).

1. Bina Banerjee
Account No., 10816
United Bank of India,
Sealdah Branch,
28, Acharya Prafulla Chandra
Roy Road,
Calcutta-9.

2. Jayasree Rana
Legal Aid Committee
C/o. Mukul Ghose, Advocate
9, Old Post Office Street
Firs¢ Floor,
Calcutta-1.
Visiting hours: 4-30 p.m. to
6-30 p.m. on \weekdays (bar-
ring holidays) .
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