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PARTNERS, IN OPPOSITION

HOSE who are fond of using communist language may yet use it when

it concerns the CPL. For example, they might yet say that the West
Bengal unit of this party has deviated from the party’s Cochin Congress line,
that the new tactical line of dissolving the PDA in West Bengal was reached
after @ bitter inner-party struggle, which still continues ; that the CPI is about
to take up the mass line after its “break” with the Congress and so on.

But it will be more natural if one uses the language of soccer with
reference to the CPI game in West Bengal. It is evident that the Congress Is
not playing well even after bolstering the team with stalwarts hired from the
CPI. Though the right-outs of the CPI have a fine understanding with the
left-ins of the Congress, the right linkmen of the Congress are not at all co-
operating with the left linkmen of the CPI, thus leaving yawning gaps in.the
defence. Therefore, a reshuffling of the team is in order. The Progressive

Democratic. Alliance is dissolved. The CPI and Congress are now entirely two

different teams, and as the Maidan-goers are familiar with the phenomenon,
they will play their respective games seeing that one does not hurt the other’s
interests. They will be partners, in opposition. It will be a more progressive
democratic alliance.

Therefore, there is no need to speculate that Mr Rajeswara Rao left the
State Council meeting in fear that such anti-Congressism  will cost him the
Order of Lenin, a bonus he recently earned. The State Council voted for guided
anti-Congressism, not blind anti-Congressism. Mrs Gandhi’s hope is that the
West Bengal CPI will support the WB Congress on issues. And by now it is
clear that Mrs Gandhi’s expressed hope is a directive, or let the CPI beware.

The dissolution of the PDA has of course scared the chicken-hearted and
the cushy section of the WB CPI, specially those 36 MLAs who got through
the election under the PDA signboard. They are dashing to and fro, beween

Delhi and Calcutta, between the Congress office and the CPI office, to convince

the Congress that there was no love lost in between. The CPI daily from
Calcutta blacked out the news on Friday (in company with “The Statesman’’),
even though other bourgeois papers made the headlines with the PDA dissolu-
tion story. Perhaps it expected that the resolution would be revoked or
watered down or rejected at higher levels. It was surely not a comfortable
position to find the Congress umbrella removed just at theoutset of the monsoon.

What is sligfhlly curious, however, is the attitude of Mr S. S. Ray. He
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inflow and the country will

o pay for all the lending of

through its nose. New Delhi is

© not perturbed over such a

now; .as a matter of fact, it

ot seem to be perturbed over any-

n at all. But where do we go from

- No Eunquiry

‘The Supreme Court of Indis has fin-
dismissed the appeal of Mr B. D.

a, ‘a former Chief Minister of
yana, praying for 'a writ of man-

. to institute an enquiry into the
acts of the present Chief Minister.
isi Lal, showing alleged undue

< to the promoters of Maruti

“one stage the Chief Justice con-
ed that the court could not compel
Jovernment of India to institute an
wuiry in terms of the Commission of
iry: Act of 1952, In similar cases.
preme Court has struck down such

s of earlier laws and acts as

-d to conflict with the course of
‘or equity and declared that the
section or sections were ultra vires
Constitution. The allegations

to the Maruti affair have been

and voiced by so many cit-

d, in addition so well document-
facilitate such an enquiry,

the failure or unwillingness of the
.me Court to jexpedite the course
justice must remain somewhat of a

which came to the

ruti promoters. was that

: _has no locus standi  in
tter and so his appeal was dis-

petitioner sought to know the reasons,
the Chief Justice was reported to have said
“tersely” that he would give no reason.
Perhaps there is no other instance in
judicial records of a court in the world
dismissing en lappeal but declining to
give in writing the reasons for such dis-
missal.

The locus standi of a citizen of In-
dia [should be self-evident—he or she,
as a citizen of India, is vitally interest-
ed in the rule of law and purity of
administration. If just because a man
stands alone and no second man comes
forward to back him, will his case go
by default on the ground that he has

no locus standi? Allegations of cor-

in
many cases politically motivated. = But

ruption among |ministers may be
where irregularities are blatant, where

provisions  of rules, regulations and
other related laws are prima facie cir-
cumvented or violated, then clearly they
call for a public enquiry with ample

opportunities for the complainants to

present their case. The Watergate scan-

dal was first started by people with “no

locus standi” at all. It was first the

ferreting of news by some enterprising
press people which made the shocking
revelations. '

Another implication of the remarks
of the Supreme Court is also worthy
of note. In effect, the judges consider
that the Lok Sabha alone has the' locus
standi, and if it votes for such
enquiry, the Government would then be

an

bound to order one. But this opening
is illusory when the ruling caucus has
managed to secure an unshakeable ma-
jority.
with a locus standi do find themselves:
cheated of their rights.
to be no remedy for such a tangled web
woven by ministers, party bosses and
other influential groups to reduce the

In such an event, ieven those

There seems

~ supreme legislature itself to a mockery.

'.n

‘ Iﬁt :

frica

(Press Diary, March-May 1974

NARENDRA SINGH

latest  events.

happenings marked April 25 in Por
gal when a group of army officers,
claiming a desire to bring democra
Portugal and peace to her African
ritories, seized control of the coun
and announced the end of more tha
40 years of authoritarian rule. Fi
ther developments are unfolding wit
in Portugal, in the form of liberal
tion of life. As we are more concer
ed with implications for Southern
and the liberation struggles in the .
can territories, the early responses an
reactions there are surveyed here.

The PAIGC, in a statement broade
over the Guinea-Bissau African !In
pendence Movement’s Radio Liber
weldomed the Portuguese coup
throwing the fascist colonialist gov
ment, thereby giving the 0
people the chance to free
from the shackles of fascism. It
that the people of Guinea-Bissau
more than ever resolved to pursue t
struggle against the Portuguese aggre
sors and all who oppose their total
ration. This was the best way in
the forces of independence could
the Portuguese people and the “heal
forces of the Portuguese Army”,
hasten the end of colonialism. (Lo
“Times”, April 26).

MPLA representative in Brazza
said on April 26 that the African na-
tionalist guerillas in Angola would
crease armed action against Portu
troops if the junta in Lisbon did
_change Portugal’s colonial .‘policies.
case of no policy change, “we will ta
advantage of the situation in Portu

thems

“to clean up the situation in Angola

striking harder blows at the Portugu
army”. Doubts were expressed W
ther Portugal’s new military

would change the colonial policy

. cause they continue to speak of Porl




". MPLA would be
wil negotiate with the junta,
“provided our personality is respected.
- We have always been for a dialogue”.
(London “Times”, April 26).

FNLA President, Mr Holden Roberto,

- the new regime in Portugal must be
- made within the historic context of total
* independence of Angola. He indicated
- that a negotiated settlement was still
- possible, but considered the idea of a
| federal system out of date. If Ango-
| lans had to seize independence by
- force, all Portuguese would He driven
. out of the territory. On the possibility
- of a unilateral declaration of indepen-
. dence by the white Portuguese settlers
. in Angola, he said that developments
. were being closely followed. He prie-
- dicted that such a declaration would
~ fail for lack of support from Portugal
~ and South Africa, and would be doom-
ed to extinction. If, however,  white
 settlers were prepared to cooperate in
“  the development of Angola, they would
~ be welcome and their safety would be

| guaranteed. (London “Times”, April
B 26).
~ Fiblimo said that it irejected  Gen

Spinola’s proposals for a federation of
- Portugal and its African territories, and
| that it would go on fighting. Miss
- Rosario Tembe, Frelimo’s Informa-
~ tion Secretary in Lusaka, told a ZANU
= (Zimbabwe ~ African National Union)
© rally that there should not be undue
. optimism about events in Portugal.

“We say no to this because we are not
:ﬁghting in Mozambique to become Por-
tuguese of black skin. We are fighting
to affirm and dignify our personality as
- Mozambiqans.. The developments  in
. Portugal cannot hinder even for a mo-
\ ment the continuation of the struggle
- in Mozambique”. The Lisbon junta

. said in Kinshasa that any contacts with

“had to recognise that the overseas ter-
ritories, like  metropolitan Portugal,
wanted the fundamental_rights of free-
dom and democracy. Miss Tembe add-
ed, “We shall intensify our fight in
Mozambique as the best way of sup-
porting our efforts in Zimbabwe (Rhode-
sia)”. Observers « believe that the
stronger  Frelimo becomes the harder
neighbouring Rhodesia will find it to
maintain control because of more fre-
quent guerilla raids across the borders.
(“Daily TPelegraph”, Britain, April 29.

OAU (Organisation of African Unity)

Secretary General said in Gabon  that
Portugal will not give up the colonies
willingly. - “What will free our conti~
nent is the struggle by the liberation
movements, supported by the whole of
Africa through the OAU”. He added
that the OAU would help reinforce the
“hghting  structure” of the liberation
movements. (“Washington Post”, April
29). President Kaunda of Zambia
called upon the new regime in LisBon
to grant independence to Angola and
Mozambique. Making Zambia’s first
official statement on last week’s army
coup in Portugal, he reaffirmed his sup-
port for the liberation movements in
Portugal’s African territories, (London
“Times”, May 2).

There was certainly no gloom in the
business community in the Angolan capital,
Luanda. For years they have complain-
ed bitterly about Lisbon’s policy of
filching the territory’s earnings and giv-
ing little” in return. Among this com-
munity, there is welcome for the great-
er autonomy, foreseen in Gen Spinola’s
“Lusitanian Federation” plans, enabling
tAngola [to become one of the richest
countries in Africa, with its coffee, oil
and beef., (“Daily Telegraph™, April 29).
A report in the British “Guardian”
(May 3) talks of the first open com-
ment by any political group, in the re-
lease of a manifesto by the “Civic De-
mocratic Commission”, calling for radi-
cal constitutional changes in |Angola.
The commission also called for the re-
lease of political prisoners, the closure
of detention, camps, and \the {appoint-
ment of a representatives of the junta
to the Angolan capital. According to
observers, moderate black Angolans
would support the idea of federation.

’
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Also there is talk of unilateral
action if the idea of settlement iz
jected. S

In Mozambique, both Lourenco Mar-
ques and Beira have had €motional
scenes of jubilation. For the first time
in half a century, local newspapers ap-
peared uncensored. But as the euphoria
ebbs, worry about the long-term future
sets in. A statement issued in the name
of Air Force General Diogo Neto, a
junta member, said that there was_ no
intention on the part of Portugal to
abandon Mozambique. This {statement
issued (in Lourenco Marques and also-
in Beira, the scene of intense guerilta
activity, was to give maximum assur-~
ance to the white population, 220,000
in a total of 9 million, (Washington
“Post”, April 29). The apparent calm
was broken by the release of a militant-
ly left-wing pamphlet declaring student
support for the junta which “removed
the |old colonial fascist regime of
Marcello Caetano™. Demands were also
made for immediate ydemobilisation of
student army conscripts. _ The pamph-
let called on “the more progressive
factions of the armed forces to suffocate
any attempt by reactionary Fascist forces
towards a declaration of independence.
along  Rhodesian lines” and also : for
military and diplomatic action to thwart
any such declaration. This seems cer-
tain to exacerbate the tensions of
whites here who fear a sell-out by Lisbon.
(“Financial Times”, Britain, April 29).
A session of the Mozambique Parlia-
ment was abruptly opened and closed
within 3 minutes on April 30, after a.
dramatic. " confrontation between 'army
tofficers and demonstrators supporting-
the military junta in Lisbon, (“Daily
Telegraph”™, May 1). Hundreds of
supporters of Frelimo were freed from
jail in Lourenco Marques on May 1,

on the instructions of the junta’ of
National ~Salvation in Lisbon. The
number of those released is anywhere

between 1000 and 2000, leaving #any
still behind the bars. Some had been
detained for as long as 11 years for
supporting  Frelimo. Many of those :
freed complained that they were tor-
tured and starved by the jailors be-
longing to  Portugal’s feared secret
police, the Directorate General of Secitt
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Mozambique. Earlier a massacre of
people by  Portuguese soliders' in
Manica a Sofola Province (Chirima
near Tambara village) on January 13
~ was reported in a Frelimo communique.

= The Portuguese killed them after plun-
- dering and destroying all the ¢ ops in
i This action forms part of
~ the inyensified terror campaign against
~ the Mozambique villagers, following con-
stant defeats and heavy losses in both
- men and material suffered by the colonijal-
ists. The communique added that between
ember 1973  and January 1974,
limo fighters in Manica e Sofola pro-
- vince attacked posts and concentration
camps, and carried out many zmbush
~and  sabotage operations. Six trains
~were derailed and four- military vehicles,
two tractors and lfour lwalter umping
‘motors were destroyed, and thirty Portu-
guese soldiers were killed. '

- Frelimo fighters have also been attack-
~ ing economic targets like timber mills and
camps controlling cotton plantations. At
e camplthey destroyed two tractors, |the|
ouse and its contents, two cotton
ng machines and other farm equip-
‘The plantation guards were given
i explanation of the reasons and ob-
tives for the action, and were  left
and unharmed. Manica e Sofola
a large number of Portuguese fac-
‘tories and plantations, operated by ex-

Mozambigen workers, which s
eason for the latters’ enthusiastic
1t to the Frelimo's advance thro-
the province, :

e Anti-Apartheid News, a British
al in its issue of April 1974, gave
itness accounts of the Portuguese
00ps poisoning wells in a new attempt

‘campaign to stop local support to
mo guerillas. In the administrative
ion of Mutarara in the area round
Pery near the Rhodesian border,

J'Frontier contact

P. CHOWDHERY,
e English Book Shop,
, Sector 22,

andigarh

::.:,.‘.. = B _j ol R
~ over 150 villagers

=i

poisoning.

A Guerdian correspondent (April

reports an attack on April 2] as
the first strike on the road link-
ing the ports of Beira ‘and Lou-
renco Marques, killing three white truck
drivers. This attack was considered of
significance to both the Portuguese and
Rhodesian governments. Evidently the
increased  security arrangements would
not contain the guerilla threat and the
vital Rhodesian rail link with Lourenco
Marques, carrying a large proportion of
the latter’s oil supplies, may soon be
considered unsafe.  In the attack, seven
heavily armed guerillas opened fire on
a lorry and killed the driver. The band
then machinegunned a second long-dis-
tance truck, but its driver escaped into
the bush. In spite of the nearby Portu-
guese helicopter base and the counter-
insurgency units only a little away, the
guerillas continued south and attacked
another two lorries, shooting  'both
drivers.  Evidence was mounting
of Rhodesia  being drawn  deeper
into the Mozambique conflict. Not only
because Frelimo is threatening its vital
supply lines but because these guerillas
are helping Rhodesian insurgents with
food, bases, training and intelligence.
The Portuguese Government has denied
that Rhodesian troops are operating
deep inside Mozambique. But Rhodesian
security sources have admitted that the
Rhodesians in fact operate in  Portu-
guese territory against both Frelimo and
members of the Zimbabwe African Na-
tional Union (ZANU).  Beira district
was being affected by terrorism for the
first time in the ten years of war, and '
there is much nervousness among the
people in the area and the adjacent dis-
trict of Vila Pery, which stretches to
the Rhodesian border.

Most of the Portuguese_ and Rhode-
sian farm  owners in Vila Pery were
armed and provided with special secu-
rity cover with deployment of civilian
militia and reinforcements along  kthe
border and around the farms,

South African opposition Progressive
Party’s Chairman has said that the de-
fence of South Africa’s northern bord-
ers will take on crisis proportions if the

24)

terrorist incursions in Mozambique and

d:ed “as »;1 r'ew!t_". of

s

L =

t . -
Angola become more serious or if Portu-
gal withdraws from these territories.
The South African Defence Minister
has stated that as far as unconventional
warfare is concerned, South Africuﬁfﬁ'eg
not need anything from overseas, and
that as far as conventional warfare is
concerned she is encouraging private in-
dustry to manufacture certain weapons

domestically  (Radio {Johannesburg,
March 26). :
Angola,  According to an MPLA

(Movement of Peoples for Liberation of
Angola) war communique, the MPLA
fighting forces attacked the advance
post of Portuguese military barracks at
Lovua early this month, and put out of
action all the troops guarding the post.
Intense fire of mortars, bazookas and
light automatic weapons caused eﬁe‘m
sive damage to the ihstallétions_ at the
post, situated on the right bank of Sem-
ba river on the road from Lovua to
Kalunda. e
A survey of different MPLA war com-
muniques reveals intense guerilla activi-
ty and Portuguese losses. MPLA has
warned that “imperialist interests in
Angola are in serious danger, as MPLA -
will destroy all the forces which are.
contributing to the continued explqita-‘
tion of our people”. In this the main
. reference is to the exploitation of the
offshore oil deposits by the Portuguese
with the aid of the US. Cabinda Galf
Oil Company, which subsidises Lisbon's.
war effort in Angola.
On April 25, MPLA leaders held a |
press conference in Brazza\(ille to pre-
sent five Portuguese prisoners ceptured
by the MPLA in recent fighting in the_
Cabinda ‘administrative district of An- ‘
gola. It was announced that the MPLA|
prepared to exchange prisoners with
Portugal for MPLA members detained
in areas under Portuguese  control.
(“Daily News”, Tanzania, April 26).
Guinea-Bissau. A PAIGC (Parry
African for Independence of Cuinea
Bissau and Cape Verde islands) com-
munique on March 29 reported the 40th
Portuguese plane being shot down with-
in a year. A Fiat G9] was brought
down on March 16: on March 10, 4
Portuguese were killed and a number
wounded at a military  installation at.
Catio town; on March 11 the Bedanda"
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Catio was auacked mﬂlctmg
and casualties on the

~ heavy losses were also suf-
Portuguese during the first

‘of March, on the Bafata-
roni; 18 Portuguese soldiers
ed in an ambush near Gabu

March 22 and 5 lorries were

ber PAIGC communique in Cona~
killing of 70 enemy

Al ruction of 13 heavy enemy
b d capture of large quantmes of
T xnd ammunition in attacks
ce the Portuguese aggressors in the
by 2alf of March.

inz to a feature article by Basil

in West Africa (Nigerian

R of April 29, Portugal’s final

e g in Guinea-Bissau may be closer
he tators outside or even in- .
“t“ Afnca generally appear to

0

He has quoted a qualified repre-
A‘[ the new State as saying ;
: * now entered the last phase
. In matters of this kind,
s representatives are accustom-
weigh their words. Other re-
~ also  clearly  hinted  at
‘military  breakthrough within
# twelve months or thereabouts.
military

fter a survey of the last one

2se -

e 1l indications on the

evelopments, there appears to be

bt that the PAIGC will conti-
e the further unfolding of
] lxow soon they will evict
LA uese all
rth ears certain is that they can
when 'th'.ey want to.

re-

the |

is their own secret;

rol.

The S’ underbans—f V

" The Jungle Goers

By A CORRESPONDENT

T iE British rulers were interested in

the Sunderbans because they
could raise  revenue from  the
area. As soon as other prospects were

in sight, they had second thoughts. The
Sundri timber was considered useful for
railway sleepers. Construction of rail

- ways at that time got the first prefer-

ence, and so the preservation of the
Sunderbans, full of Sundri trees, be-
came the policy of the rulers and recla-
‘mation policy was going to be aban-
doned About 1874, "“an experiment
was bemg tried for employing Sundri
timber in the manufacture of railway
sleepers, while other trees supplied fire-
wood and fuel to Calcutta and to many
other towns, the needs of which could
hardly be supplied othervme than by
the  Sunderbans” ' (Bengal , District
Gazetteer, Khulna, by QMalley)

Even before this period, timber was
collected from the area. This was ne-
cessary material for house building in
the locality. But most of the timber
was used as fuel. As soon as the im-
portance of this timber was discovered,
profit-makers came forward. O’Malley
writes, “It is believed that... .bulk of
the material available being bought by
wealthy ‘mahajans’ of Backergunge,
who in addition to purchasing for their
own requirements, export this timber to
Dacca and other districts in the north.”
(Bengal District Gazetteer, Khulna, by
O'Malley). Since then thie forest has
never been devoid of the wood-cutters.
Thousends of people are busy there all

" through the year with this job. Most

of fthem are hired labourers and  in
many cases there are men who are col-
lecting timber without any licence. Most
of the wood-cutters are from outside
the area. Yet a considerable number
of them are from the inhabited areas of
the Sunderbans. ;

Most of the land in the forest areas
which covers two-thirds of the Sunder-
bans is low and is washed away by the

-~
& 5 *

- ebb-tide.

It is full of estuartes. !
trees and plants of those varieties which
can resist heavy salinity grow -
The forest is dense. No portion. of it
is easily accessible. And it is also

known to be the habitant of Royal Ben-
gal Tigers. These tigers are man-eater

During reclamation the danger f
these tigers was limited by a time-span.

ut to the mngle—goers danger can n .
be eliminated. Life is always at stake
in the forest. Yet they must go. ntegt y -
have to take all sorts of risk to ensure
their existence.

The West Bengal part of the Sun
bans is less than one-third of the Sun-
derbans proper: Here the Sundri m
is rarely found. An experi
jungle-goer, originally from ers
East Bengal, comments that the for
in this area are going to wither away. i
According to him, the Sundri trees .
only to be found in the border area and
their number is so meagre and the at-
tacks on them are carried on with mﬁ
vigour that soon there will be ~ no
Sundri tree in West Bengal.  ‘Garan’,
‘Kaora’, ‘Geon'—these are the trees
which supply timber. The timber
collected from an area marked by th
Forest Department. But this is only
for the licensed wood-cutters. Unlicens-
ed wood-cutters collect timber from
part of the forest. They collect any
sort of timber, useful either as fuel «
as building material. Government o
are fully aware of this fact. But
prevent the system is to block the extr,
income of so many employees. Money
is made not only in the form of brib ;
but from the confiscated boats and ﬁe; :
collected material too. g

The mahajans (the employers are al;
called by this name), are generally 3
from Calcutta. They send big boats
with hired coolies. Many of them are
from Orissa. But the number of such
coolies is never adequate. The boats
come to the locality of the Sunderbans
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. ie. in the forties, this movement acqui-
red a new dimension; the wave of anti-

*  fascist thinking and in most cases the

left-wing commitment (generally Marx-
ﬁ of “the wijters throughout India
shattered all the residual legacies of the
traditional tranquillity of Indian litera-
ture. The writers- tried to narrate ob-
jectively the actual life of constant suf-
fering, strains and tensions and tried to
. paint the révolutionary hero who saw
“she new life in a struggle for a better
. state of society. Jussawalla’s stand on
this point is quite different and thought-
-provoking too. He says, “.... it is ex-
tremely difficult to find a body of good
Marxist writing in India. Many Indian
writers, like the ‘progressive writers’ of
the late thirties and early forties have pro-
fgged one or other kind of leftist ideo-
logy, have been members of the Com-.
munist” Party of India before it split,
but generally speaking, I have found the
content of their ‘work romantic rather
than Marxist” (Introduction, p. 31).

" Whatever that might be, right up to
our political independence and a very.

short period thereafter, ie., the fifties,
the spell of this literary movement had
.been very much intensive, fruitful, deep-
_. #seated and distinctive in character. But
“~ sbon in the sixties and seventies, the
“ @iters, in general, lost all vigour and|the
_sensibility to create a new epoch. They
have fallen into a complete vacuum
and written nonsense.  Thus the
writings of the last ten years cannot
represert modern or ‘contemporary’, as
.the editor used the term, Indian litera
ture especially when this anthology it
meant for non-Indian readers who have
the knowledge of Indian literature only

,——in its classical form.
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Letters

Fall-Out

The explosion by the Indian -Govern-

ment of a nuclear device is said to
presage greater technological 'develop-
ment. The Indian people, however, are
not a whit nearer to the age of abun-
dant energy resources, nor even to an
optimum, for less ful utilisation of hu-
man labour potential.

The Government recently dealt with
the strike of railway workers by declar-
ing it illegal (although it was duly
notified in  accordance with existing
laws on trade union functioning), by
suspending the Payment of Wages Act
on the strength of an ordinance and
thus denying payment to the workers of
their lawfully earned wages of April
and by employing to the full the State’s

~ executive powers to coerce the strikers,

force them to join duty—under the
severest sanctions of arrests, dismissals,
evictions (from residence), torture and

gratuitous insults. There is the other
evidence of success of India’s ruling
class * ‘which has impressed ; public

opinion both at home and ‘abroad. The
working class in India will hereafter
have no freedom to counterpose their
economic rights and interests against
unfair and bureaucratic practices of
jexecutive authority, mot td speak of
the right to strike, the Constitution and
the laws notwithstanding.

It is said that the “nuclear device”
exploded on May 18—when the strikers”
morale was at the highest and needed
to have been overawed—was a clean
affair; there was little or no radioactive
fall-out. But phe Government’s blitz-
krieg on the workers has left a pall of
misery, privation and suffering.

R. P. MuLLICK
Lucknow

In Jail

Of late we find that the Congress
and - CPI leaders have become anxious

" to ‘save’ the lives of some ‘Naxalites’

in jail. This came almost immediately
after some {Naxalites’ in  Krishnagar

bish, that is, the status of Class I pri-

broke jail and returned to the mass
poor and !landless ff{easants shouti
such slogans as “Long live Chairman
Mao”, “Long live the immortal martyr,
our respected leader, Comrade Charu
Mazumdar”. =

In: other jails you have ‘Naxalites®
who struggle in the Gandhian way to
press their demand for what they them
selves rejected yesterday as mere rub-

soners with more facilities. 3
R. Roy

ers, teachers, students, journalists ‘and -
artists sponsored by four literary orga- j
nisations, Hiraval, Sahitya Sabha oo
N. University), Sarvanam and  Muki
Forum held at the School of Interna-
tionai 'Studies, New Delhi in the first
week of this month, the capital saw the
first organised effort of its intellectuals
to- mobilize against the terror |
leasHed by the Congress Govemme’xif‘; 5
on citizens daring to dissent. To judge -
by its proceedings it was the first in a
series of meetings to be held all over
Delhi soon not only to make it broad- |
based but also to take up concrete
problems and fight for them. But it
will remain a cultural front . B
sectarian politics on the one hand and
overt political ‘affiliations on the other
to ensure that it goes ahead with qts
ttwin objectives of educating and P
listing the masses while learning from
them and thus strengthening itself.

The speakers condemned the fascist :
character of the government and dis-
missed the politics of memorandum as
obsolete and juvenile. Political —mur-
ders since 1967, they pledged, wou._lgé.lzh

A

not go unexposed or unavenged. L

The resolutions passed at the meet-
ing condemned the terroristic and un-
constitutional use of 'DIR and MISA
against ‘writers and political opponlents' -
and deplored the murder and wholesale
arrest of writers in  Andhra Pradesh,
Panjab, West Bengal, Maharashtra and
elsewhere, expressed solidarity with the |
proletarian writers under attack, con- E
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We know how you feel.
So here’s a great way
to turn off the heat.

Get a table fan this summer
that's more than just good
looking. Buy one that has a
totally enclosed motor
(only one brand has it).
Buy one that with
reasonable care will last
for the next twenty years.
Buy one for which you may
have to pay a very little
extra today, rather than pay
heavily for in repairs later.
Buy a table fan custom-
built by the makers of
India’s most wanted ceiling
fans. Their table fans have
a reputation to live up to.
Buy Crompton.
Not just
because you need a table
fan. But because you
want the best.
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Sandak Soloman
Sizes 4.10
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DRY AND CLEAN B

ACROSS THE RAINS ;

Drizzle or downpour, Bata P
veather-proof shoes will ’

- stand you in exceptionally
Vulcan NC good stead—they keep your feet s
Sizes 3-10 dry and clean. Just a flick of 1
\ cloth, the shoes too become dry !
and clean ! Bata weather-proof l
styles—a cosy blending of sleek |
lines and sturdy material. -
Vulcan Casual 3 1} )
 Sizes 3-10 g |
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g 18}
Supriya— Microlon

Sizes 2-6 =Y
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5 Sure Step — Microlor R
Sizes 4-10 e 3
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